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NBC Anchor      
Newsletter of the Noank Baptist Church, Noank CT 

860.536.7129      www.noankbaptistchurch.org 

APRIL 2019 

Holy Week 2019 
 
April 14 - 10:00 am   Palm Sunday Celebration with Palms, Megan Weikleenget, soloist 
April 18 - 6:30 pm Maundy Thursday Communion Service at  
   Poquonnock Bridge Baptist Church 
April 19 - 7:30 pm Good Friday Tenebrae Service with Choirs and Soloists  
April 21 - 7:00 am Easter Sonrise Service @ 19 Latham Lane (Meetinghouse, if rain) 
      10:00 am      Easter Worship Celebration with Choirs, Brass, and Proclamation 
 

     Experience the Agony and the Ecstasy of this Sacred Week 

GOOD FRIDAY WALK—APRIL 19 
MAEC supports the Good Friday Walk.  Walkers will register at 
Mystic Congregational Church from 7-9 am and will return to  
Mystic Congregational Church by noon.  The purpose of this  
scenic seven-mile walk is to raise funds by obtaining pledges.  This 
year marks the 38th year that the Mystic Area Ecumenical Council (MAEC) sponsors the Good 
Friday Walk.  The money collected from this event will be distributed among the programs of 
Sharing, Inc. which works for poverty-stricken families and communities of Mississippi and Ala-
bama.  We also support our local food centers and shelters here in Groton, Pawcatuck, Westerly, 
Mystic and New London.  Sponsor forms will be available on the table in the Narthex or by con-
tacting Gloria in the church office at 860-536-7129. 

Easter Community Craft Night 
Tuesday, April 2, 2019 

6:30-8:00 pm — NBC Vestry 
 

This annual craft night includes crafts for all ages from 3-18!  Snacks and beverages will be  
provided for a fun night!  The admission is free, and so are the crafts.  Bring your children,  
grandchildren, step-children and your neighbor’s children!  If you have any questions, 
please contact Sue Robinson at the 860-536-7129 ext. 306. 
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PALM SUNDAY—APRIL 14 

WORSHIP SERVICE AT 10:00 AM 
Worship will begin with a palm procession by the children of the church.  If your 
children are participating in the palm procession, please be sure that they arrive 
ten minutes before the service and meet in the Parlor to receive their palms.  U.S. 

Coast Guard Band Soprano Soloist, Megan Weikleenget, will return to sing with our choirs.  

MAUNDY THURSDAY COMMUNION SERVICE 

APRIL 18 
Our remembrance of the Last Supper will begin with a shared communion  
service hosted by our sister church, Poquonnock Bridge Baptist Church,  
1241 Poquonnock Road, Groton.  The service will begin at 6:30 pm.  All are 
welcome. 

GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE WORSHIP 

APRIL 19 @ 7:30 PM  
 

Good Friday is a solemn occasion as we reflect on the story of Jesus’ death.  
This service is an appropriate mix of Scripture texts and music with the  
traditional Tenebrae experience in the extinguishing of candles, symbolic of the 

last hours of Jesus’ life on earth.  The Senior Choir and soloists will bring us beautiful music of the 
season.  Reflect upon the agony of the cross to appreciate the ecstasy of Easter.  

EASTER SONRISE WORSHIP BY THE WATER 

APRIL 21 @ 7:00 AM 
Join Pastor Hayes and other “early birds” as we gather on the shoreline lawn 
of Chip and Mary Anderson’s home (19 Latham Lane in Noank) for our 

Easter Sonrise worship (Meetinghouse, if rain).  Begin your Holy Day with God’s grandeur in  
Nature. 

EASTER WORSHIP  APRIL 21  

10:00 AM 
 
Please join us for our Easter Celebration in the sanctuary 
for wonderful music, beautiful flowers and resurrection 
joy.  This is the highlight of our church year, as we gather 
in true celebration!  Bring your family and friends for this  
memorable Resurrection morning! 
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News from around the Church Family 

Our prayers and thoughts are with those who have had recent surgery, been in 
the hospital, received treatment, in rehabilitative care, or are recuperating at 
home: Katie Andersen Nelsen, Beth Kanyock, Doreen Dickerson, 
Cynthia Borden, Betsey Goetsch, Brian McGlynn, Jen Fake, Greg 
Dubrule, Roger Floyd and Arlene Stamm. 

 We express our love and condolences to the family and friends of Alicia  
Crossman, a lifelong member and Life Deacon of the church, who passed away on 
March 18.  A memorial service was held on March 30 to celebrate her life and witness 
of God’s great love and mercy.  Alicia and her husband of 73 years, Errol, have been 
central figures in the church and community. 
 Please remember our homebound and those in rehab/nursing care: Errol 
Crossman (at home), Betty Guhl (Fairview), and Cindy Booth (Sunny Lodge, New 
London). 

Easter Sunday Flowers 
For the Chancel—April 21, 2019 

 

Donate Easter flowers in memory or 
on behalf of a loved one 

To donate flowers in honor of, in celebration of, or in memory of a loved one, please contact  
Gloria in the church office at 860-536-7129 before Tuesday, April 16, 2019.  The suggested  
minimum donation is $10.  Make checks payable to Noank Baptist church, with Easter Flower 
Fund in the memo line and send to Noank Baptist Church, 18 Cathedral Heights, Noank, CT 
06340, attn. Gloria.  Please be sure to list the loved one’s name(s) and who should be listed as  
donor. 

Congregational Quarterly Meeting 

 
Our quarterly congregational meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
April 24 in the Vestry with a potluck supper at 6:00 pm and the 
meeting at 7:00 pm.  All are welcome! 

The 2nd Annual NBC Music Fest 
Friday, May 10 @ 7 pm 

 
Following the great success of the special May 2018 NBC Anniversary concert 
(which featured the deep talent pool of NBC musicians in a wonderful concert 
of wide-ranging music), and due to popular request, a new NBC tradition has begun!  Do you have 
a special song or piece that might be featured?  Let Rick Wyman know by April 10 in an email
(rewyman@sbcglobal.net).  Thanks to an anonymous gift, the roster of performers for this year's 
concert will include special guest artist, organ and piano virtuoso Simon Holt! 
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Children and Family Ministries 

EASTER  SUNDAY  CELEBRATION 
 

Come join us on Sunday, April 21, for our Easter Celebration!  The church  
nursery/pre-K room will be available at 9:45 as usual.  Older children and youth 
will begin the morning in worship then be dismissed to gather downstairs, where 
kids of all ages are invited to an Easter Egg Hunt and more during Sunday 
School time.  Separate celebrations will be held for the nursery/pre-K class and 

kids ages 5 and up.  All are welcome to join in the fun! 

Camp Wightman 2019 

“Live the Story” 
Time to register for summer camp! 

“An essential part of  camp is spiritual growth.  Campers come from 
many denominations or may have no church affiliation.  Campers  
experience music, worship, drama, Bible exploration, and prayer to 
touch their hearts.  Kids spend time sitting around a campfire, gazing at starry skies, exploring 
trails, floating in the lake, and bonding with friends.  Here campers can safely extend love and  
acceptance to others, and listen and respond to God’s call.”  
 
Noank Baptist Church supports Camp Wightman and can assist families to offset the price of the 
programs.  Program descriptions and registration forms can be found online at  
campwightman.org.  If you have questions about Camp Wightman, need assistance with  
registration, or want more information about NBC camp scholarships, please call Sue Robinson at 
860-536-7129 ext. 306.  Thank you for your interest and support of this wonderful summer camp 
and we expect each camper will enjoy a marvelous and memorable experience! 

VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL 2019 

 
August 5—August 9 

9 am to 12 pm 
                                  Kids ages 4-12 

 

Bible Blast to the Past will take your kids on an amazing 
time-travel journey to experience stories that show the  
INCREDIBLE, FAITHFUL, INVINCIBLE,  
UNCONDITIONAL, and REAL love of God.  Kids will 
know they can count on God’s Love because God IS love 
(1 John 4:16)!  Kids’ lives will be changed and they will be inspired to courageously change 
loves around them.  Register online at noankbaptistchurch.org. 
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PRETZELS!  A great time was had by all!!  Pretzels were twisted in 
every shape you can imagine..crispy on the outside and fluffy on the  
inside. 

TALENT SHOW!  This year the children held their first Talent Show.  In addition to the wonderful instrument 
performances, we enjoyed a gymnastics demonstration by Lily, card tricks with Avery, a highland dance by 
Annie and a duet of This Land is Your land by Lillian and Rosalie. 
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FUSION YOUTH MINISTRY 

 
Don’t forget!  We have a new structure—youth meetings will now be broken into High 
School Meetings and Middle School meetings. 
 
April 7—High School Meeting @ MAEC Choir Festival at UBC 
April 28—Middle School Meeting @ Noank Baptist Church 

 

SuperCharged Trampoline Park 
Tuesday, April 12, 2019—4-6 pm 

 
Let’s bounce around!  We will spend an hour at the trampoline park at 
SuperCharged Trampoline Park.  GoKart racing optional for those old 
enough.  Snack bar and arcade also on site.  Open for middle and high 
school youth.  Cost is $10 per hour jump pass—$10 per race for Go 
Karts. 

  Nightwatch Interfaith:  New York City 

Friday, April 26, 2019—Saturday April 17, 2019 
 

Unfortunately we could not get everyone together for the last date, 
so we are going to try again for the Nightwatch Interfaith at St. 
John the Divine Cathedral in New York City.  We had a great ex-
perience the last time and I would love to have a larger group for 
this special evening. We will spend some time in the city afterwards 
this time and return Saturday evening.  Cost $45. 

******************************************************************************************* 

CAMP WIGHTMAN SPRING WORK WEEKEND 
Saturday & Sunday—April 26-27, 2019 

 

FUN, WORK, FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP 
 

Camp Wightman will be taking on some necessary projects and will be lighting 
the first campfire of the 2019 camping season.  Arrive Saturday morning at 9 am—finish up  
Sunday by 3 pm. 
 
If you are interested in helping clean up the Camp for the summer season, either call 860-376-2179 
or email at campwightman@abcconn.org. 



 

April 2019                                        The NBC Anchor                                                           Page 7 

SEAL WATCH FUNDRAISER FOR  
NBC NURSERY SCHOOL 

Saturday, April 27 
 

Join us on Saturday, April 27 (rain date Sunday, April 28) for a seal 
watch!  We will head out at 10:00 am on board the Black Hawk, 
leaving from the dock in Niantic and take a cruise to see the sights 

and the seals.  Tickets are $25 for adults and $10 for kids 12 and under.  Limited space is  
available, so tickets must be purchased in advance.  For additional information and to purchase 
tickets, visit BlackHawkSportFishing.com.  We hope to see you on the boat! 

Poquonnock Bridge Baptist Church 
Annual Tag Sale 

Friday, May 3 & Saturday, May 4 
9:00 am to 2 pm 

(Bake Sale—Saturday Only) 
 

PBBC will be holding their annual tag sale on May 3 & 4, with bake 
sale on Saturday only).  There will be two floors of treasures of all kinds at wonderful prices:   
kitchen and garden tools, glassware, linens, clothes, jewelry, books, CD’s & DVD’s.   
 
If you have something to donate to PBBC’s tag sale, please contact Barbara at 860-445-6126. 

BIG THANK YOU TO RICH SANTORO 
 
The Evening Circle wishes to thank Richard Santoro for making the two beautiful inlaid wooden 
stands for the large coffee port used for hospitality gatherings in the vestry.   

12th Annual Walk to End Homelessness 
Sunday, April 28 

 
The 12th Annual Walk will be held at noon on Golden Street, just off Eugene O’Neill Drive, New 
London on Sunday, April 22.  At noon, there will be activities and food available – the walk will 
begin at 1:00 pm.  The 1.8 mile route will take you by some of New London’s historic and 
community landmarks.  Registration forms are available on the table in the Narthex.  You can 
bring your registration form the day of the Walk at noon.  Parking is free in the lot on Eugene 
O’Neill Drive and on local streets.  If you have any questions, please call Barbara Montrose at  
860-439-1573 ext. 131. 
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MAEC Choir Festival 2019 
Sunday, April 7, 2019 @ 4:00 pm 
Union Baptist Church, Mystic 

     For almost 50 years, the MAEC has sponsored the Annual Mystic Area 
Choir Festival.  Many internationally known choral directors and composers 

have led our combined choirs in a service of outstanding choral music.  This year’s festival will 
include choirs of children, youth and adults. 
     The 2019 Choir Festival will take place on Sunday, April 7, 2019 at 4:00 
pm at Union Baptist Church, Mystic.  We are thrilled to have composer, 
conductor and educator, Cristi Cary Miller of Oklahoma City, OK to lead our 
festival this year. 
     Christi Cary Miller is highly regarded across the United States as a master 
teacher, conductor and composer.  After graduating from Oklahoma State  
University, she began her teaching career instructing grades 7-12.  She  
eventually moved to the Putnam City School system in 1989 where she worked in the elementary 
classroom for 21 years.  Along with her educational responsibilities, Mrs. Miller authors and  
co-authors a column for a national music magazine entitled Music Express! and was a contributing 
writer for the Macmillan McGraw-Hill music textbook series, Spotlight on Music.  Mrs. Miller has 
numerous choral pieces and books in publication through the Hal Leonard Corporation and has 
also been the recipient of several ASCAP awards for her music.  Cristi and her husband, Rick, live 
in Oklahoma City. 
     A reception in the vestry will follow the service.  All are welcome to come and enjoy the  
wonderful music. 

ABCCONN Annual Gathering 
Saturday, May 4 from 8:30 am to 2:30 pm 

 

The 195th ABCCONN Annual Gathering will take place on Saturday, 
May 4 from 8:30 am to 2:30 pm at First Baptist Church, 460 Broad 

Street, Meriden, CT.  The theme of the Gathering is Come Let Us Worship and Bow Down.  The 
event is designed as an experience of worship – we will worship and bow down before the God 
who calls us to gather, to work, to minister, but above all to worship.  The cost is $20 per adult 
until April 12; $30 per adult after April 12; $12 per child, ages 5-12; children under 5 are free.  For 
additional information or to register, go to abcconn.org. 

American Baptist Churches USA-Biennial Mission Summit 
 
ABCUSA will be holding their 2019 Biennial Mission Summit “Summit by the Sea!” 
from June 21-23 at the Virginia Beach Convention Center in family-friendly  
Virginia Beach, VA where you can bring the whole family.  The summit will be 
offering inspiring speakers and preachers.  There are many sessions available.  
For additional information, go to www.americanbaptists2019.com.  If you are 
interested in going to this summit, please contact Pastor Hayes. 

Alliance of Baptists Annual Gathering 
Pastor Hayes will be representing our church at the Alliance annual  
gathering, held at Calvary Baptist Church in Washington, D.C., April 26-28.  
The Alliance is one of our two denominational affiliations, along with  
ABCUSA.  For more information, www.allianceofbaptists.org  

http://www.americanbaptists2019.com
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March Council News 
     The Council held their monthly meeting on Wednesday, March 6, 2019 with 
15 members and two non-members present..  The meeting took place in the  
chapel, following an inspiring Ash Wednesday service in the sanctuary, which was 
fairly well attended.  The Rev. Paul Hayes offered an opening prayer. 
     The minutes from the February 6, 2019 meeting were accepted upon motion 
by Betsey Goetsch, seconded by Sherrie Neilson. 

     The church calendar was reviewed with an update noted by Betsey Goetsch 
to remove the Girl Scouts who will not be attending this year due to conflicts 
with timing of Easter week celebrations. 
     Pastor Hayes provided a written report noting his many activities during the 
month.  There was further discussion regarding his note about learnings at a 
recent ABCUSA Colloquium involving the impact of recent changes in the tax 
law on annual donations resulting in some people opting to “pool” donations 
for a two to three year period instead of annually.  Betsey mentioned that one 
consideration may be to donate directly from an IRA.  It was recommended to 
have a tax specialist speak with interested members at a special event at some 
point.  It was also mentioned that with the recent decline in the stock prices, 
we might want to rethink our fiscal year and thus the pledge campaign.  Many 
churches have chosen to go with a July1 to June 30 or October 1 to September 
30 fiscal year so that it does not fall during the end of year holiday time.   
     Courtney Assad attended and provided an update on the activities of the  
Fusion Youth Group noting that the group has been split by age group for 

many activities to provide a more meaningful experience and hopefully increase participation.  
There will continue to be some joint activities as well.  In addition to meetings at alternating  
locations, activities included Bowling, Cabin Fever Festival Volunteering and Movie Night.  Future 
plans include the Mystic Irish Parade on March 24th, SuperCharged GoKart & Trampoline on 
April 9th and Nightwatch Interfaith overnight on April 26 to 27.   
     Finance reports that the checking account is currently healthy although pledges and gifts are 
significantly below budget for the month.  There were quite a few memorial gifts received, as well 
as donations to support the music program, which are most welcome.  A donate button will be 
added soon to the website so that people can make contributions electronically by credit card.   
     Spiritual Life noted that the season of Lent has begun and that Pastor Hayes will be leading a 
Tuesday evening Bible study at 7 pm for 6 weeks beginning March 12.  Other activities will include 
the Annual MAEC Choir Festival and guest soprano at the Palm Sunday worship service.  The  
topic for the Adult Class that meets after worship is being led in a round table by participants.  The 
focus is on the question, “What is holiness? and how to come closer to God in daily life”.  The 
group is growing and welcomes new people. 
     Lay readers for Sunday services are still needed.  Worship and the Arts will leave the current art 
display, “Looking to our Future” up in the parlor until spring.  They are looking for ideas for future 
displays.  Although Rev. Murdock is no longer teaching the Adult Bible Study class on Sundays, the 
class remains active with John Goetsch and Michael Whitehouse coordinating the program. 
     Solar panel installation is expected to start the week of March 18 and will take about a week to 
complete.  The chandeliers were recently cleaned and bulbs replaced with new LED lights thanks 
to a number of volunteers.   
     The nursery school board has been working hard to hire a new head teacher.  Allison Zyrlis has 
been hired for the 2019-2020 school year.  A second teacher is being sought to start in the Fall.   
     The next Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 6, 2019 at 7 pm.  All are welcome 
to attend.  Full council meeting minutes are available upon request. 
      Respectfully Submitted, 

      BONNIE BANKS, Clerk 

 

Council Members 
Moderator:  Charles Anderson 
Clerk:  Bonnie Banks 
Treasurer:  Jane Templeton 
Asst Treas:  Debbie Bates 
Finance:        Jennifer Johnson 
                      Nancy Gilmore 
Property:        Adrian Johnson 
                  Jonathan Lane 
Spiritual Life: Valerie King 
   Shannon Weigle 
Comm. Life Betsey Goetsch 
 Joan Butler 
Staff Relations:Nancy Treadway 
At Large: Sherrie Neilsen 
 Deb Thompson 
 Ed  Watson 
 Michael Whitehouse 
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Updates from the Interreligious Eco-Justice Network 
 
The Interreligious Eco-Justice Network (IREJN) has 3 opportunities on Environmental Concerns 
as follows: 
 
April 2, 2019—A Discussion of the Christian Perspective on Earth’s Stewardship at Grace & 
St. Peter’s Church, 2927 Dixwell Ave., Hamden from 7—8:30 pm.  The Rev. Jerry Cappel and 
Robert “Robin” Gottfried will be the speakers.  For additional information, go to 
pedroremos@yahoo.com or phone Peter Festa at 203-843-8245. 
 
April 4, 2019—Forum on Plastic Pollution at St. John’s Episcopal Church, 523 Hartford  
Turnpike, Vernon from 6:30—8:00 pm.  We will view a 22-minute version of “A Plastic Ocean”, 
an award-winning documentary6 on the impact of plastics on our ocean.  We will also hear about 
the plastic pollution in CT’s rivers, the current state legislation to regulate single-use plastic and the 
moral imperative for addressing this issue. 
 
April 14, 2019—Stand Up for Climate Action & Energy Equity at the Hartford State Capitol at 
1:00 pm.  Calling all climate action seekers, defenders of the planet and those who value energy 
efficiency, conservation, clean energy, economic growth, environmental advocacy, human health, 
clean public transportation, local green jobs, healthy and affordable housing and water as a public 
right.  Join IRENJ in this march in Hartford. 

ALWAYS HOME GALA 2019 
May 10 from 6-10 pm 

Mystic Marriott Hotel & Spa 
 
   The theme for this year’s Always Home Gala is “Be a Hero”.  Be a  
hero and help Always Home prevent family homelessness by joining 
them for an action-packed evening in support of their mission. 
   Always Home (formerly Mystic Area Shelter and Hospitality/MASH) knows how to put the 
“fun” in fundraiser.  Enjoy games, dinner, dancing, live and silent auctions and your chance to  
BE A HERO on behalf of local homeless families. 
   They will also be honoring the heroic team at Miranda Creative who volunteer their superpowers 
to further Always Home’s mission. 
   Casual attire.  Mask and cape optional 
   The cost for this event is $150.  For additional information and ticket purchase, call 860-245-
0222 or visit alwayshome.org. 

Going Green in Noank 
Did you see our new solar panels on the Meetinghouse?   
All the new LED lights in the sanctuary and in most of 
the rooms?   
All in an effort to be conscious of our carbon footprint.   


