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 Anchor      
Newsletter of the Noank Baptist Church, Noank CT 

860.536.7129      www.noankbaptistchurch.org 

APRIL 2015 

 
Maundy Thursday Joint Communion Service at 
Poquonnock Bridge Baptist Church, April 2  6:30 pm 
 
Good Friday, Tenebrae Service, April 3   7:30 pm 

 
       Easter Sunday, April 5 
                             Sunrise Service @ 19 Latham Lane (weather permitting)  7:00 am 
       Easter Worship Celebration         10:00 am 

Center for Hospice Care Pilot Project at NBC 
Sunday, April 26, 2015 from Noon—2:30 pm in the Church Vestry 

A light lunch will be provided 
 
Noank Baptist is hosting a new program being developed by the Center for Hospice Care to 
assist congregations in helping individuals and families address end of life realities and con-
cerns.  A variety of professionals from eldercare, legal, medical, hospice care, and funeral ser-
vices will make presentations and provide resources to help people look ahead to the closing 
moments of life in a compassionate, yet thoughtful and practical, way.  This is open to the wid-
er community.  For more information and registration, contact the church office.  

Mystic Area Ecumenical Council 

345h Annual Good Friday Walk 

April 3, 2015  

 
Registration for the annual Good Friday Walk will be from 7-9 am at Mystic Congregation-
al Church in Mystic.  The walk will begin at 9 am and return to the church at noon.  The money 
collected from this event will be distributed among the programs of Sharing, Inc. which works for 
poverty-stricken families and communities of Mississippi and Alabama and also  
supports our local food centers and shelters in Groton, Pawcatuck, Westerly, Mystic and New 
London.  Sponsorship/registration forms are available on the table in the Narthex.   

Congregational Quarterly Meeting 

 
Our quarterly congregational meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
April 22 in the Vestry with a potluck supper at 6:00 pm and the 
meeting at 7:00 pm.  All are welcome! 
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  April 9, 2015 will mark the 70th anniversary of Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s death in a German prisoner camp at 
 the hands of the Nazis.  As a young adult, I was profoundly moved and motivated by Bonhoeffer’s story, as well 
 as his classic book, The Cost of Discipleship, to the degree that its pages were marked and bent more than those of 
 my Bible.  At the time, it had only been thirty years since his execution, so it seemed as real and sobering to me as 
Martin Luther King’s assassination on April 4, 1968.  The fact that these two Christian martyrs were lost in the same calen-
dar month in which I was born resonated deeply within me as a young man, as in my impressionable soul, I felt a kindred 
spirit with them.  They were, for me, the figures of Moses and Elijah standing with Jesus on the mountaintop.  Their exam-
ple and influence were significant and remain so to this day.  

For that reason, I have followed their lead and not viewed religious faith as primarily an individual and private 
matter.  Much like these two spiritual mentors, I am less focused on leading individuals to their personal salvations than I 
am on encouraging the Church to influence society with the values and ethics of Jesus.  I don’t discount the joy many expe-
rience in sensing (perhaps for the first time) God’s boundless mercy and forgiveness on a personal level, but I also believe 
“altar calls” are a distraction from the real purpose of the Gospel.  With evangelical fervor, far too many reduce its intent 
and romanticize their relationships with Jesus, as if all that matters is that he died for them.  
Instead, as the lives of Bonhoeffer, King, and countless others attest, the opposite is truer to the 
Gospel’s core claim: will we die for him? 

This is not a glorification of martyrdom, rather a testament to the challenge of speak-
ing truth to power.  Both Bonhoeffer and King followed their consciences against the dark  
realities of their time (racism, militarism, nationalism, etc.).  They could not limit the scope of 
Christianity to mere self-preservation or sentimentality.  Instead, they identified the terrible injustices of their time and 
knew they could not be faithful to God and remain silent.  They took on the forces that opposed the good that God seeks to 
cultivate on earth without regard to the cost it would exact upon them.  In Bonhoeffer’s words,  

Silence in the face of evil is itself evil: God will not hold us guiltless. Not to speak is to speak. Not to act is to act. 
By refusing silence, they let their words and actions give testimony to their faith.  It grew to be a legacy worthy of the One 
who led them to the cross. 
 I’ve often wondered, would I do the same?  Is there a similar cost to discipleship for us today?  In my heart I know 
there is, though it lies hidden in the dark realities of our time.  My conscience tells me that the strongest witness for the 
truth of Jesus is in confronting the violent and inhumane spirit of so many in our society and the un-Christlike policies of 
our time.  I am amazed at times at how different my own worldview is with the prevailing trends in politics and culture.   I 
see the name of Jesus bandied about like a religious mascot by those who appear to have no idea what he actually stood for.  
It galls me when people chant “God bless America” like a shibboleth, but see no conflict with how we conduct ourselves as 
a nation and the values expressed by Christ. 
 Is there a cost for speaking truth to power?  Is there room in the public square for denouncing the great evils for 
which our country and society are responsible?  Or has American nationalism become the prophet-resistant ideology of our 
times that punishes critics and treats truth-tellers like traitors?   
 My lament is that the country of my birth is remarkably foreign to me at this point of my life.  I don’t see much of 
what I value supported by the trends of our times or the attitudes of many of our leaders.  The terms of justice are more 
punitive, than restorative.  The language of love seems more exploitative than redeeming or respectful.  What was sacred 
about religion has been repeatedly corrupted and disgraced.   

 It’s a world not much different than Bonhoeffer’s or King’s.  Or for that matter, not much different than 
that of Rauschenbusch, or Wilberforce, or Luther, or Francis of Assisi, and many, many more faith-
based social prophets, all the way back to Jesus.  All through time it has taken those who are willing 
to put their lives on the line to stand up valiantly for what is right in their own country, in their own 
time.  They viewed the world much like Jesus did, identifying the way power and money were used 
and abused, the way vulnerable people were treated and devalued, and how tribal conflict and bigotry 
destroyed the essence and integrity of community and society.  It wasn’t the path of least resistance 
they chose, but it was a redemptive hope for their times.  Though punished by their peers, it was his-
tory’s review that eventually placed them on the pedestal upon which they stand as heroes and men-
tors for people like me.   
Who are the truth-tellers of our time—not the self-proclaimed ones for political gain, but the ones 
who champion the welfare of the least of these?  What are their voices proclaiming, even if their 
words are unpopular and painful?  We are to listen to them, ponder their perspective, and follow their 

path.  For they are the ones closest to the heart of God—the One whose voice will not remain silent—even if doing so ex-
acts a cost upon one’s life and a judgment on our world.       

“When Christ calls a 
man, he bids him 
come and die.”  
― Dietrich Bonhoeffer,  

“No one really 
knows why 
they are alive 
until they know 
what they'd die 
for.”  
Martin Luther King Jr.  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/29333.Dietrich_Bonhoeffer
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/23924.Martin_Luther_King_Jr_
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News from around the Church Family 

    

 Our prayers and thoughts are with those who, over the summer, have had recent 
surgery, been in the hospital, received treatment, in rehabilitative care, or are re-
cuperating at home: Peter Littlefield, Joan Laursen, Joanne Hart, Kate 
Chanin, Cal Robertson, Ginny Colbeth, Doreen Dickerson, Trux  
Brodhead, Mimi Avery, Errol Crossman, Ruth Hodgson, Anita Anderson, 

Amelia Anderson, Henry Windsor (Wendy Hayes’ father), Tim Bates, Cecil Miller, Vicki 
Burdick, Mark Latham, Cynthia Borden, Bill Borden, Tom Lewis, and Roger Floyd.   

Please remember Nancy Treadway and Kate Chanin in your prayers, as they both will be 
undergoing surgery later in April. 

Please remember our homebound and those in rehab/nursing care: Ruth Hodgson 
(Pendleton), Betty Guhl (Fairview), Millie Jensen (Fairview), and Cindy Booth (Sunny Lodge, 
New London). 
  

Noank Baptist Church Website 

 
To access Pastor Hayes’ sermons, church events, explanation of church activities and much more, 
please visit our website www.noankbaptistchurch.org.   

We’ve a Story to Hear from the Nations! 
The Alliance of Baptists Annual Gathering in Atlanta, GA — April 17-19 

 
Pastor Hayes will be representing Noank Baptist at the Alliance Gathering this 
year, which will focus on the international partnerships we have through the 
Alliance.  Paco Rodes from Cuba, Rusudan Gotsiridze from the Republic of  
Georgia, and Karen Thomas Smith from Morocco are the featured speakers.  

Paul serves on the Board of Directors for the Alliance, and encourages you to check out their website 
(www.allianceofbaptists.org) and especially the online resource AllianceConnect.  There are many 
communities of interest in the Alliance family that share our concerns around the world.  So go to the 
website and investigate the good things being done in progressive social ministry and mission.  

ABCCONN's 191st Annual Gathering 
Treasures in Clay Jars 

II Corinthians 4:7 

Saturday, April 25, 2015 
8:30am - 3:30pm 

Central Baptist Church, 457 Main St., Hartford 
 
The day will feature:   table conversations for adults and youth 
   mini bible studies 
   child care for preschoolers 
   special programming for children 6-11 
For additional information or to register online, go to abcconn.org and click on annual gathering 
2015.   
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Children and Family Ministries 
 

 
 
After reading about Jesus calming the storm, 
the children were creating a storm/rough seas 
with a blanket for paper boats. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

      Learning About Communion 

     Noah Shares His Talent 

Children Enjoying Noah’s cello 

Easter Fun at NBC 
 

Join us Easter Sunday morning, April 5, for an Easter Egg Hunt in 
our garden.  Kids attend worship at 10 am and then join their friends 
for Easter fun downstairs.  All are welcome! 

Save the Date 
April 19 Make Terrariums for Earth Day (K-6) 
May 10 Mother’s Day (pass out flowers) 
May 17  Beach Day (weather permitting) 
June 14 Children’s Sunday 
August 3-7 Vacation Bible School “G Force” 
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Pretzel Sunday 
Pretzel Sunday was held on March 15 in the Vestry.  Everyone, both adults and children, had a 
great time of working together, mixing, rolling, baking & eating!  A great time was had by all!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LET’S EAT!!!!! 
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America for Christ Offering 

 
The America for Christ Offering for the year 2015 (as of this date) is $1,034.  Thank you to all who 
gave for this offering which will benefit many organizations throughout the U.S. and Puerto Rico 
and helps support our American Baptist Churches of Connecticut. 

A Gift From the Evening Circle 

 
With the blessing of the Church Council, the Evening  
Circle will pay for the installation of speakers in the Chapel, 
Parlor, Vestry and large Nursery School room.  This will 
make it possible to hear activities from the Sanctuary to 

other places in the church.  Installation will begin sometime in April.   
 

Baptist Peace Fellowship of  North 
America (BPFNA) 

Bautistas Por La Paz 
                  2015 Peace Camp 
 
Once again children, youth, adults from USA, Canada, Mexico, Puerto Rico and other  
countries will come together for our annual Summer Conference...aka Peace Camp. 
 
This year, we will be on the campus of Eastern Mennonite University in Harrisonburg, VA from 
July 6-11 under the banner of “No Longer Strangers:  Crossing Borders for Peacemaking”.   
 
We will gather to learn the ways of peace through worship (our leader this year is April Baker from 
Nashville), preaching (e.g. Rev. Dr. Rhonda Britton, Rev. Dr. Osagyefo Sekou and Rev. Javier 
Ullao Castellanos), music (our leaders are Leslie Lee and Steve Gretz), bible study (Rev. Dr. Doris 
Garcia), workshops, plenary speakers (e.g. Jamie Washington) and fellowship and FUN!   
 
For additional information, speak with Marti Bradshaw or Pastor Hayes. 

Corner Closet 
 
Spring is finally here (according to the calendar).  The clothing at the 
Corner Closet has now been replaced with our spring/summer line.  
Come in and see what bargains you can find.  Our hours are:  Wednesday 
and Saturday 10 am to noon and Friday from 1-4 pm. 
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Nursery School News 
 
     Spring is here!!  Our hope is for warm, sunny days.  We can’t wait to 
go out and play at every opportunity.  Be sure to continue sending warm 
jackets, since the temperatures are still on the chilly side. 
     Easter Craft Night was held on Tuesday, March 24 from 6:30-8:00 
pm in the church vestry.  Lots of fun with spring and Easter crafts were 

available for all to enjoy. 
     We will celebrate “Yellow Day” on Friday, April 10, by wearing yellow, doing a yellow project 
and bringing something yellow for show and tell. 
     Our Spring Recess will begin on Monday, April 13 through Friday, April 17.  School will resume 
on Monday, April 20 at 9:00 am. 
     Miss Tina and Miss Vera would like to thank the Johnson family for their generosity.  Lily’s 
family has many chickens, which means many eggs.  The family has donated many dozens of eggs 
to our school.  The donations from selling of the eggs have been put into an ‘egg fund’.  The mon-
ey will be used to host our end-of-school picnic by paying the cost of renting the pavilion at Sutton 
Park and some yummy lunch treats. 
     All tuitions should be up to date.  Please call Debbie Bates at 860-536-4747 if you have any  
questions. 
     FYI—our end of year picnic will be held on Friday, May 30 from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. 
     Miss Tina and Miss Vera would like to thank parents, caregivers, families, friends and members 
of the church who continually support and encourage our Nursery School program. 
 
     Respectfully Submitted 
     Miss Vera & Miss Tina 

PROPERTY NEWS 
 

     Carl and I performed a walk-through of the building with Frank Lewis on 
March 8 to discuss the structure, operations, historical issues and current  
conditions. 
     We noted several issues related to roof/siding leakage on the east side of the 
building in the youth room and kitchen area.  Also, we found rot around  
windows on the south side and the bell tower windows. 
     Problems with the fire alarm have been repaired.  This includes the sanctuary beam detector and 
one of the vestry strobes.  The system is now back to 100%. 
     As stated in the March 4 meeting, the parking lot is a concern.  The parking lot has several  
issues related to frost heaving, cracks, drainage, etc.  In addition, reconfiguration is needed to  
maximize parking.  We will be meeting with the vendor on March 24 regarding an estimate.  We 
will get three quotes on the driveway. 
     Two LED light bulbs were installed somewhere in the meeting house as a test for compatibility, 
and longevity. 
    Snow and snow removal—Affordable Landscaping sent an invoice for January, February and 
March, which ran over budget. 

     The relief valve on the boiler that failed was replaced the same day. 
     The downspout on the northwest corner of the Meetinghouse came apart at the gutter and is 
dumping a great deal of water directly onto the garden and steps below.  Mark Robinson was 
contracted to repair this problem and it was repaired on March 23.  An inspection of the remaining 
downspouts was conducted with no issues noted. 
     Respectfully Submitted 

     Brian Straub & Carl Brustolon 
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Bid to Build Auction 

Friday, May 1, 2015 

6:30 pm 

ReStore Building, Waterford 

 
 

Habitat for Humanity of Southeastern Connecticut is beginning to plan for 
their annual Bid to Build Auction at their ReStore Waterford location, 82  
Boston Post Road (behind City Tire).  This is a wonderful event that includes 

a live auction of contractor services, live entertainment, a basket raffle, refreshments and more!  
For a list of the contractors offering their services, go to their website at habitatsect.org. 
 

Admission— Tickets are $10 a person. Children 10 and under are free. To order your tickets 
online, go to their website or contact them at 860-442-7890   

 
You can also stop by our office at 377 Broad Street to get tickets,  

or buy them at the door (subject to availability). 
 
 

                      TAG SALE 
     Poquonnock Bridge Baptist Church 
                   April 16, 17 & 18 
                 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 
 

This year, Poquonnock Bridge Baptist Church will be holding their Tag Sale from Thursday, April 
16 (early bird fee of $3 at the door—be first to see the unique items!) to Saturday, April 18 from 
9:00 am to 2:00 pm.  Come and check it out!!! 
 

Bake Sale on Friday and Saturday only 
Clothes for adults and children 

Kitchen items of all descriptions 
Dishes—Pots and Pan—Utensils 

Books 
Furniture 

Jewelry & Antiques 
Toys & Bikes 

Tools 
Something for everyone!!! 

 
GREAT BARGAINS!!!! 

 
If you have anything to donate to the Tag Sale, either bring them to the church or contact the 
church office at 860-445-6126 to have your donations picked up! 
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Another Interesting Tale from the Buttrys 

Dan and Sharon Buttry 

American Baptist Global Specialists in Conflict Transformation 
 
 

Marhaba again, this time from Egypt.  I had never been to Egypt before, so this has been  
a special opportunity for Sharon and me to discover a new place and new friends together.  We're also been 
meeting with our International Ministries colleagues, the entire team of Global Consultants, along with the  
Egyptian Baptist Convention, a new mission partner with IM. 
 We finished our time in Nazareth, then flew out of Tel Aviv to Cairo via Amman, Jordan.  We are being 
hosted by the Egyptian Baptist Convention.  We began our time in Egypt leading a conference for the Egyptian 
Baptists from Thursday afternoon until Saturday lunch related to development themes.  Sharon was in her topical 
"sweet spot," teaching about community needs assessment and building a network and programs to meet the 
needs that are discerned.  After Charles Jones led a wonderful overarching Bible study, Sharon was up first.  She 
got people connected and engaged around common vision--the energy was great.  Then she took them through 
processes and tools to move from vision to action. 
 I focused on some of the conflict issues underlying the needs, as well as the conflicts that emerge as  
development proceeds at its usual uneven course.  I worked on the theme of mainstream/margin but with a  
particular spin related to change and development coming out of marginalized communities.  One particular  
complexity is that the Baptists here are a margin among the Christians, and the Christians are a margin among the 
majority Muslim population.  Yet when they engage in community ministries they become mainstream working 
with those who are marginalized in other ways.  How can they minister as wise and transformative mainstreams? 
Our colleagues Lauran Bethell and Walt White also led sessions on human trafficking and outreach in communal/
family oriented societies.  
 Our newest global consultant colleague is Kristy Engel, a former health missionary to the Dominican  
Republic who has coordinated public health care efforts in the earthquake crisis in Haiti and during the Ebola  
outbreak in Liberia.  She did a great presentation on "positive deviance" about building public health initiatives 
out of the few people who are flourishing in the same culture and conditions--what are their behaviors that are 
different?  Sounds like our theme of growth for a group coming from the margins!  
 Anyway, the Egyptian Baptists loved and appreciated our work among them.  In the debrief at the end 
they talked about how low their excitement is for programming from American missionaries or short-term  
visitors, but we all thoroughly inspired and equipped them for their cutting-edge visions. 
 Of course, we had to do the visit to the Pyramids, definitely a wonder of the world that is not captured by 
photos.  The immensity of these constructions is breath-taking, and the engineering still leaves us in awe.  And 
they sit on the edge of the vast expanse of the Sahara. 
 Sunday evening Sharon and I preached at First Baptist Church of Cairo from the theme in Zechariah 9.12, 
being prisoners of hope.  We reworked it a bit from our earlier version in Jerusalem.  The Arabic translation speaks 
of "hostages of hope."  So we began with the awful story of the beheading of 21 Egyptian Christians by IS in Libya, 
sharing our anguish, tears, and prayers with our Egyptian brothers and sisters.  There were lots of tears in the  
congregation.  Afterward we got into some spirited discussions about U.S. policy in the region.  We heard a  
message we've heard before about what people in the Middle East would like us to do: " Nothing....slowly!" 
 We concluded with two days of meetings with the Global Consultants--something we do every year,  
either in Valley Forge or around a conference with one of our international partners like we did here.  Sharon and 
I are blessed to work with some of the most amazing missionaries I've ever known (not just the global consultants, 
but our residential colleagues in IM who I often work alongside as well).  Hearing stories, problem-solving  
together, praying for each other, and being encouragers is always a blessing. 
      Thanks, as always, for your prayers and support, 

       Dan & Sharon 
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March Council News 
Bonnie Banks, Clerk 

     The Council held their monthly meeting on Wednesday, March 4, 2015 with 
14 members present.  The minutes from the February, 2015 meeting were  

approved as corrected. 
     The Coast Guard Band concert has been rescheduled to June 20.   
     Potential individuals to serve on the Worship and Arts Committee 
were discussed.  Several names were mentioned and both Mary Harris and 
Marti Bradshaw agreed to serve on the committee and will follow up with 
other potential individuals. 
     The status of the Choir Director Search Committee progress was  
discussed with one potential candidate to be interviewed.  There was a 
good deal of discussion about the pros and cons of the current music  
program.  All whole heartedly agreed that the Wyman’s are doing a  
wonderful job in the interim and we feel blessed that they have agreed to 
fill in until at least the end of the program year in mid-June.  Most agreed 
that they miss the organ but appreciate the new music and new voices that 
have been added.  Overall the majority agreed that they like having the 
choir singing from the front of the sanctuary feeling it is more engaging.  

Feedback from the choir expresses the feeling that they are “performing” from the front rather 
than being a choir that helps to lead the worship and most choir members prefer the choir loft.   
     There was a great deal of the discussion about the condition of the driveway and parking lot and 
how best to repair it.  A task force is being formed to coordinate the tasks to include researching 
what permits will be required, the possibility of extending the area to make a more appropriate 
egress, cost estimates and funding.  It was suggested that half the costs be covered by fund raising.   
It was agreed that the property coordinators should be spared the full burden of the project.  Bet-
sey Goetsch and Brian Straub will identify individuals to be involved in a task force to begin work-
ing on the project as soon as possible. 
     Finance reports that investments are doing well but income from pledges and gifts is below 
budget, most likely due to the weather impacting attendance.  Expenses are also below budget but 
the bills for snowplowing have not yet been received which will likely change that.  It was agreed 
that Camp Wightman fees will be paid in full for the first session and then half of any additional 
sessions an individual wants to attend. 
     Pastor Hayes will be leading a Bible study of the final days of Jesus life on Tuesday evenings at  
7 pm in the chapel, starting on March 10th.  The start date has been delayed due to the weather.  A 
joint Maundy Thursday service with Poquonnock Bridge Baptist Church will be held on April 2 in 
Poquonnock Bridge.  The Good Friday Service will be held in Noank.   
     In addition to information about the plowing and parking lot issues, the property managers  
reported that some repairs have been made to the steeple siding with more repairs to be done when 
the weather improves.  Repairs have also been made to the fire alarm system.  A new copy machine 
has been obtained and some of the access numbers have been changed.  If anyone has questions 
about the proper codes to use for the copier, contact Frank Lewis.   
     The MAEC Choir Festival will be held the weekend of March 14 and 15.   
     A bid has been received for adding speakers to the chapel, parlor, vestry and nursery school 
room.  The Evening Circle will pay the bill for it. 
     The next Council meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 1, 2015 at 7 pm.  All are wel-
come to attend.  Full council meeting minutes are available upon request. 
 
     Respectfully submitted 

     Bonnie Banks 

Council Members 
Moderator:  Chris Butta 
Clerk:  Bonnie Banks 
Treasurer:  Jane Templeton 
Asst Treas:  Debbie Bates 
Finance:        Nancy Gilmore 
                      Carol Spunar 
Property:        Carl Brustolon 
                   Brian Straub 
Spiritual Life: Marti Bradshaw 
   Mary Harris 
Comm Life: Betsey Goetsch 
 Steve Gordon 
Staff Relations: Open 
At Large: Cyp Cyr 
 Sherrie Neilson 
 Jennifer O’Donnell 
 Jennifer Wilbur 
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The Mystic & Noank Library in partnership with Our Shoreline 
Community Association “OSCA” presents a timely talk in the 
Series: 
 

“Living Well” 
Simple Tips for Daily Life 

Thursday, April 9th 
4:00 - 5:00 pm 

      Mystic & Noank Library 
         (the Ames Room) 

 
 

“Healthy Eating: 
Food & the Kitch-

en 

Presented by 

Laura A. Ely, 
Certified Health Coach 

 
 

Laura will discuss her way of creating “healthy delicious meals in rec-
ord time and in budget so you have more time and energy to do 
things other than worry about what's for dinner”.  She will also  
explain why this process can be an incredible gift that we are so  
fortunate to have. 
 


