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 Anchor      
Newsletter of the Noank Baptist Church, Noank CT 

860.536.7129      www.noankbaptistchurch.org 

DECEMBER 2013 

Come Celebrate the Seasons of  

Advent & Christmas 

The Advent Season at Noank Baptist 
 
Sun., Dec. 1  Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering (RMMO). This  
   annual offering will be received throughout the month of December. 
 
Tues., Dec. 3  Community Christmas Craft Workshop from 6:30 to 8:00 pm.   
   Come and join children of all ages preparing for the holiday. 
 
Sat., Dec. 14  Joy in Bronze—New England Ringers Concert @ NBC @ 7:00 pm.  
   A major musical event by one of the great Handbell Choirs in America!  
   We will also have a memorial moment during the concert to remember 
   the victims and survivors of the Newtown tragedy. 
 
Tues., Dec 24  Christmas Eve Nativity and Family Worship @ 6:00 pm 
   Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols @ 10:00 pm 
   Pre-service music begins @ 9:40 pm (choirs & soloists) 
 

The Christmas Giving Tree will be available in the Narthex beginning 
Sunday, December 1.  Tags with suggested gifts with the age of the child 
will be available for those who wish to participate.  Gifts need to be 
wrapped with the tag taped to the package and returned by Sunday,     
December 15.  There will be a sign-up sheet for persons to fill in for the 
tag(s) they have chosen.  Please put the number, color and shape of the 
ornament and your name so we can keep an accurate account of the gifts.  
Leave the gifts in the church office on Sundays before worship or leave in 
the church office with Gloria Monday-Friday between 9 am and 2 pm.  
Gifts are to be locked up in the office during the week.  Thanks for your 

generous gifts for families and children in need.  Have fun shopping with a spirit of joy! 
 
MASH (Mystic Area Shelter & Hospitality) families will be served by this Giving Tree project, 
as well as some families in the church, schools and community. 
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Saturday, 
December 14 

 

7:00 pm 
 

Noank Baptist Church 
Free admission 

 
The  

  New England 

Ringers 

 
One of the premier Handbell Choirs in America 
will perform holiday music and other favorites.   

This is a concert you will not want to miss! 
 

We will also recognize and remember 
the anniversary of the Newtown tragedy with 
a candlelighting ceremony and an opportunity 

to make a free-will donation 
to the Sandy Hook Promise 

Campaign to reduce gun violence 
in America.  
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News from around the Church Family 

 Our prayers and thoughts are with those who have had recent surgery, been in the 
hospital, received treatment, in rehabilitative care, or are recuperating at home:  
Cynthia Borden, Brooke Knobloch, Alicia Crossman, Ken Knobloch, Betty 
Ann Tylaska, Cecil Miller, Sue Jennerwein, Nellie Foster Small, Joan Latham, 
Sue Robinson, Robert Starzec, Sandy Crouch, Gary Reas, and Roger Floyd 

(Bonnie Banks’ grandson).   
Our sympathy is extended to the family of Joan Brown, a long-time Noanker who died on 

November 8.  Joan had attended NBC before she moved to Florida in 2012 to be closer to her 
family. 

Congratulations to Emily and Jim Bell and their family upon the joyous arrival of Liam, a 
healthy baby boy born on Nov. 8.  Mother and child are doing well and appreciate all the support 
with visits and meals from church members. 

A tip of the hat is due to Heather (Dubrule) Harris, who was one of the recipients of the 
Southeastern Connecticut 40 Under Forty Awards—a joint recognition by the regional Chambers 
of Commerce and The Day newspaper.  These awards are to recognize forty of the “best and 
brightest individuals in our community under 40 years of age.”  They have demonstrated excellence 
in their profession and leadership in the larger region.  Congratulations, Heather!  An honor well-
deserved!  Also recognized was Krystal Kornegay Rose, who many know from the Mystic Seaport 
(Krystal also attended NBC when she lived here in town!).  Well done! 

Please remember our homebound and those in rehab/nursing care: Dorothy Lynn Ham-
lin (Regency), Rudy Piatkowski (Pendleton), Joyce Hunter (Mystic Healthcare and Rehabilita-
tion), Donald Steel (Regency), Millie Jensen (Fairview), Cindy Booth (Sunny Lodge, New  
London), and Jan Page (Regency).   

Christmas Wreaths  

& Poinsettias 
 

During Advent, you are invited to make a donation in 
celebration, honor, or memory of a loved one to be 
used for the purchase of the wreaths and poinsettias to be placed in the 

Sanctuary for the season.  Please fill out one of the forms available at the church by Decem-
ber 15, or call the church office.  Please provide your name and the person(s) for whom it is 
given in memory, honor or celebration.  Checks should be made payable to “Noank Baptist 
Church” with “Flower Fund” on the memo line.  A donation of $10 is suggested.  Names and 
designations will be printed in the Advent and Christmas bulletins. 

The Evening Circle meetings will not be scheduled until spring, but the 
Corner Closet will be open, following its usual 
business hours.  Should church members need 
anything or know of anyone who needs warm 
clothing, etc., the Corner Closet is available to 
help.  This would be done by opening the store 
not during regular hours, thus the Corner Closet is 
able to discretely help.  Please contact Betsey Goetsch at 860-235-2729. 
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Children and Family Ministries 

Christmas Craft Workshop 
Tuesday, Dec 3 6:30 – 8:00 pm 

Free!! 
crafts for ages preschool  

  to high school 
 

Make sure your family holiday plans include participation in our annual  
Community Christmas Craft Night. 

 
This year it will be held on the evening of December 3, from 6:30 to 8:00 pm.  Many of our 
NBC faithful volunteer their time and open their hearts to participate in leading crafts for 
our kids.  It is lots of fun and also very practical.  The creations the children make are super 
gifts for them to share with their loved ones for the holiday season.  
 

Stop in and share the joy of the season! 

It’s not too late to sign up for our  
Christmas Eve Nativity Play! 

 
We will have our annual Christmas Eve Family service at 6:00 pm on 
Christmas Eve.  It is definitely the highlight of our Christmas  
celebration.  We would like as many children as possible involved in 
this wonderful experience of sharing the story of the birth of Jesus.  In 
preparation for this we need your children’s involvement and energy.  
There is a sign-up sheet on the table in the Narthex or please contact 
Sue by Dec 6.  Our schedule for preparing for the play is listed below.    
 

Christmas Eve Nativity Play Rehearsal Schedule 
 

It will help the children if everyone attends all rehearsals: 
  
Dec 8 (Sun) - We will meet after church to assign parts and go over the play, eat pizza and cover 
all necessary details.  Plan to be at church until 1:30 pm. 
 
Dec 15  (Sun) - We will have a rehearsal from 11:15-12:15.  
 
Dec 22 (Sun) - We will meet after church to run through the play a final time.  Dismissal will be 
determined the week prior. 

  
Dec 24 - Christmas Eve - No rehearsal—just arrive early for costumes. 
 

Questions?  Contact Sue Robinson  860-536-7129 
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The Children’s Choir lifted their young voic-
es in praise reminding all of us that  
"You should love the Lord God with all your 
heart and love your neighbor as yourself." 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was a cool day at Haley Farm for our annual Fall Fami-
ly Hike, but no one seemed to mind.  Tucked into jack-
ets, adults and kids enjoyed wandering in the sunshine 
listening to the crunch of leaves and sharing fellowship 
in the fresh autumn air. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

On behalf of the entire Christian 
Education Team, I would like to wish you and your family God’s 

wonderful gifts of faith, hope, peace, and love.   
Merry Christmas & A Blessed New Year. 

Sue 
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M a t i e s 
Overnight 

at Mystic 

Seaport & 

Clydes! We 

gathered for a 

pot luck sack 

supper at PBBC, then played a 

few games before outfitting 

ourselves to take the Seaport by 

Storm! We scampered to our 

“home” on the Joseph Con-

rad, 

then a snack, did some scrim- 

shaw prior to a Planetarium 

show with Larry! We learned 

a lot! Once on board we 

heard a story prior to hitting the sack. 

Up the next morning for yummy fruit, 

pancakes & bacon breakfast in the gal- 

ley, then climbed the rigging all the way 

to the First Cross Bar! Whew! Fun 

games of the 1870 (Flying Graces, Stilt 

& Hoop races) on the green prior to 

skipping over to the Morgan for a tour! 

Then we sailed off to Clyde’s for a fresh 

apple im -press-ion & nibblie bits prior 

to sailing home again -jiggity jig! 

Wed Nov 13 PBBC 50 Questions 3-5 

for a laid back time 

Sat Nov 23 NBC Holiday Bazaar 9-2 

Thurs Nov 28 Thanksgiving! Count 

your blessings. Can you list all your 

reasons to be thankful? Go ahead - 

Count your blessings! 

Advent 
Season! 
Tues Dec 3 

Craft Night at 

NBC 6-8pm 

What FUN to 

make take-home crafts! The WHOLE 

community is INVITED! Grab a 

friend & join in on the holiday fun!  

Sat Dec 7 PBBC Holiday Bazaar @ 

10:00-2:00pm More Merry Making of Christmas Cheer! 

Sun Dec 8 PBBC Parsonage Open House 2:00 - 4:00pm Yummie Bits & Friends @ Rev. Claudine’s home! 

Wed Dec 11 Christmas Gift Swap & Movie Night 3:00 - 5:30 @ NBC Bring a FUN or FUNNY (no cost) gift, wrapped 

to give, & a Christmas movie to put up for vote to kick off this Holiday Season! Kristen will pick up at school. Nibble 

& sips will be provided! 

Tues Dec 17 Co-Op Community Carol-Ring-A-Ling 3:00 - 6:00 beginning at our congregation mem- ber's homes, 

ending at the Mystic River Homes - Independent Living Cottages. KNOB will pick up from school & PBBC, prior to 

caroling! KNOB will bring nibble & sips for the car! Wear a fun scarf or hat! 

Wishing You and Yours a Very Merry Christmas &  

A Happy New Year! 

You bet 
that rig-
ging is 
HIGH 

Ahoy Maties! 

Our home sweet home 

Stilt Races down 1870 Main Street 

We made Scrimshaw 

Hoop Races 
on the Creen! 

Yummy 
Fall morn-
ing at 
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December 25 
2-4 pm 

Union Baptist 
Church in the  

Fellowship Hall. 
 
All are welcome to the 20th Annual Christmas 
Dinner at Union Baptist Church.  No reserva-
tions are needed.  To arrange a ride or to have a 
home delivery, please call Gayle Oko at 
860.536.1272.  Volunteers are needed, donations 
appreciated. 

Christmas Activities in  
Noank Village  

and Surrounding Areas 
 
 
Sun. Dec. 1—Noank-Mystic Community Band 
Holiday Concert @ St. Patrick’s Church in  
Mystic @ 2:00 pm. 
 
Tues. Dec. 3—Community Craft Workshop 
from 6:30 to 8:00 pm in the NBC Vestry. 
 
Sat., Dec. 14—New England Ringers Concert 
@ NBC @ 7:00 pm. 
 
December 1, 7-8, 13-14, 20-22, 27—Lantern 
Light Tours @ Mystic Seaport.  Please call  
Mystic Seaport at 860.572.0711 with questions. 
 
Sun. Dec. 22—Community Carol Sing at Mys-
tic Seaport @ 3 pm.  Free admission all day with 
the donation of a non-perishable canned good 
item. 
 
Tues., Dec. 24—Christmas Eve Nativity and 
Family Worship @ 6:00 pm. 
 - Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols @  
   10:00 pm. 
 - Pre-service music begins @ 9:40 pm. 

 
 
 
 

L.U.N.C.H. 
Holiday Show 

Saturday, December 7 @ 7:00 pm 
 

The 17th annual L.U.N.C.H. (Local United 
Network to Combat Hunger) Holiday show 
will be held Saturday, December 7 at 7:00 
pm at the Stonington Community Center, 
with live pre-show music beginning at 6:15 
pm.   
 
The show this year is “I’ll be Holmes for 
Christmas”.  Tickets are available in ad-
vance at 860-572-9285 or 
www.lunchensemble.com .  Proceeds bene-
fit local social service agencies. 
 
You’ll never guess who stole the Dilithium 
Crystals that power Santa’s Sleigh!  What 
happens when Santa needs Sherlock 
Holmes to solve a Star Trek Mystery? 
 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR 
 
By the time you all read 
this, the 2013 Holiday  
Bazaar and Silent Auction 
will be over.  
 
In advance, knowing how NBC pulls togeth-
er for this event, we want to give  
everyone involved a big THANK YOU.  
 
Final figures and a picture or two will be in 
the January issue of the newsletter, or at 
church on Sunday! 
 
 Your Holiday Bazaar co-chairs 
 Sally Starzec, Shirley Sebastian  
 & Joanie Thorp 
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Retired Ministers 
and  

Missionaries  
Offering (RMMO) 

 

The offering for the RMMO will be re-
ceived on Sunday, December 1.  The  
offering helps support retired ministers 
and missionaries and their widowed 
spouses when they have unexpected ex-
penses such as a new furnace or hot wa-
ter heater, hearing aids or eye glasses.   
 
Also, retired ministers and missionaries 
receive a thank you check each Christ-
mas, which can be used wherever it is 
needed and helps them to feel their 
years of service is appreciated. 
 
Offering envelopes are enclosed in this 
newsletter.  They will also be available in 
the church pew racks. 
 

 
 
 
Our students had school pictures taken on Wednesday, November 20.  Bill Shi-
ers Photography does a superb job and we are looking forward to viewing the 
beautiful results of our children.  The pictures will arrive in plenty of time to be 
sent out with the Christmas cards. 

 Family Craft Night will be held on Tuesday, December 3 from 6:30 to 8:00 pm.  It is always 
fun to see current and former students enjoying this busy activity. 
 Our family Christmas Celebration will be held on Friday, December 20 at 10:30 am.  The 
children will come to school at 9:00 am as usual.  Parents, siblings, grandparents, aunts, uncles, 
cousins, caregivers and friends will come at 10:30 am.  The celebration will include singing and 
snacking on our famous “painted” cookies decorated by the children. 
 Our “Learning with Love” print is available for purchase as an ongoing fundraiser for our 
program.  The print is on display on our classroom door.  It makes a lovely gift and may be pur-
chased at any time throughout the school year ($20 per print). 
 Miss Vera and Miss Tina would like to thank church members, parents and caregivers, fam-
ily and friends who continually encourage us in the Noank Baptist Church Day Nursery School 
program.  We are grateful for all your support, love and the opportunity to work with the 3 and 4 
year olds who come to learn and grow. 
 Our wish for all our families is a Blessed Christmas and a healthy and peaceful New Year. 
 
     The Day Nursery School Staff  
     Miss Vera & Miss Tina 

Philippine Typhoon  

Relief Mission 

 
 
Super typhoon Haiyan struck the Philippine is-
lands last weekend with devastating force.  The 
Philippine Red Cross estimates that at least 4,000 
people were killed by the storm.  That number 
could grow as officials make their way to remote 
areas made nearly inaccessible by Haiyan.   
 
International Ministries missionaries in the Philip-
pines, Debbie Mulneix and Jonathan and Thelma 
Nambu, have been contacted by IM and are safe. 
 
In response to this disaster, $10,000 in immediate 
emergency relief funds were sent from One Great 
Hour of Sharing (OGHS) to help victims of this 
massive typhoon.  More is on the way.  If you 
would like to contribute, please make your check 
out to Noank Baptist Church, with “OGHS-
Philippines Typhoon Relief” in the memo line.  
One-hundred percent of all funds donated will go 
to those in need (administrative costs are covered 
by a separate budget). 
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November Council News 
 
    The Council held their regular monthly meeting on Wednesday,  
November 6, 2013 with all members present.  The minutes from the 
October meeting were approved as written.   
Reports from Ministry teams were heard.   
    The finances are improved with available cash appearing quite 
high due to pledges for 2014 having been paid in advance.   
Advanced payments will moved to the Merrill Lynch cash account 

until it is needed it 2014.  Pledge Sunday was held on November 3 with nearly 50 pledges received 
since then. 
    Spiritual Life coordinators reported on the many activities underway with Thanksgiving collec-
tion of food for the Groton Food Locker, plans for the children to sing during worship on  
November 17, Christmas Craft night scheduled on December 3 and preparations for the Christmas 
Eve Living Nativity.  Fifteen people participated in the Fall Family Hike on November 3.  Youth, 
adult and bell choirs continue to encourage new members to join.  A very special handcrafted gift 
was donated to the Children and Family Ministries by Janet Crossman, which is greatly appreciated 
and will be displayed in a special place.   
    The property coordinators continue to be busy with regular maintenance of the church  
properties, including repair of some windows in the meeting house, and planning for the upcoming 
winter season.  Church Street house has been vacated and, thanks to many helpful hands, is nearly 
cleaned out.  The task force to recommend the future use of that property will begin meeting on 
November 7.  The new pew cushions have been installed and the chairs will be re-covered soon.  
The flower committee is in the process of making recommendations for a new baptistery curtain.  
The removal of part of the rear pew to allow wheelchair bound members to feel more integrated 
into the congregation was approved at the quarterly business meeting with the actual work to be 
done after the first of the year. 
     NBC had four walkers participate in the annual MAEC-sponsored CROP Walk.  Twenty-five 
percent of the amount collected remains in our area and is expected to be donated to the Care and 
Share program, which gives vouchers to people who request help from the churches.   
    The Holiday Bazaar will be held on November 23 with donations of items for the silent auction 
being sought.   
    The October mission offering for International Ministries of ABCUSA and Alliance of Baptists 
raised $760, less than usual.  The offering for Retired Ministers and Missionaries will be received on 
December 1.   
    The Christmas Giving Tree will be available on December 1 with gifts to be returned by Decem-
ber 15.  Plans are to include a MASH family and other local families. 
    The updated By-Laws were presented at the quarterly meeting.  Input is to be provided to Chris 
Butta by the end of December so that they can be updated and presented for vote at the annual 
meeting in January. 
    A request has been received by the Noank Rowing Club to use the church facilities for two 
fundraisers in 2014.  There was considerable discussion about the request and questions about the 
policy regarding use of the church facilities by outside groups.  A policy will be written to clarify.   
    At-large members of the council will be reaching out to members of the congregation to fill  
positions being vacated.  Anyone interested in participating in the 2014 Church council should 
speak with Cyp Cyr, Steve Gordon, Sherrie Neilson or Jennifer O’Donnell to be considered. 

The next Council meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 4 at 7:00 pm.  All are wel-
come to attend. 
      Respectfully Submitted 

      Bonnie Banks, Clerk 
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Our Shoreline Community Association 
P. O. Box 287  

West Mystic, CT 06388-0287 

(860) 271-1681     OSCAforSeniors@gmail.com 

 
GIVE THE GIFT OF OSCA MEMBERSHIP THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 

 

Looking for a unique gift for your over-55 family member or friend?  Look no 
more….Our Shoreline Community Association (OSCA) is offering gift certificates for mem-
bership to the organization this holiday season.  OSCA membership is $365 for each year 
(may also be paid quarterly).    

 
Gift Certificates are available for any amount and may be used towards membership.  

For information, please contact Stephanie Panagos, OSCA Coordinator at (860) 271-1681. 
 
OSCA is a non-profit, membership association, designed to enrich the lives of seniors 

in Mystic, Noank, Groton Long Point and Mumford Cove.  With guidance from a coordina-
tor, neighbors help other neighbors stay in their homes.   

 
The OSCA mission is to create a community dedicated to helping members connect 

to people, activities and services that enable them to stay in their own homes, enjoy their 
community and find answers to challenges that aging can bring.   

 
OSCA was launched in September 2009 and has enjoyed a growing membership and 

terrific attendance at OSCA-sponsored events. Membership has grown to 77 member 
households (114 individuals).  For additional information about OSCA or to purchase a gift 
certificate, please contact Stephanie Panagos at (860) 271-1681 or OSCAfor-
Seniors@gmail.com. 
 

 

    This past month we have focused on repairs to the south windows and 
trash door of the Meeting House, getting a repair made to the steeple exterior, 
preparing to modify a Sanctuary pew for wheelchair use and, with volunteer 
labor, moving 4 dumpster loads of material from Church Street House.   
    Next year, we are planning a new bathroom floor for the Parsonage, a new 
control set for one of the Meeting House furnaces, and a re-building of the 
southwest exterior stairway area railing, which is rusting.   

    Our battle with termites will continue, along with our efforts to continue finding leaks in the 
East wall of the Meeting House.   
    Once the Church Street House Task Force has made their determinations, and the church mem-
bers are in agreement, we will focus our attention on maintenance for that building. 
 
     Property Coordinators 
     Vince Spunar & Ed Johnson  


