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Newsletter of the Noank Baptist Church, Noank CT 

860.536.7129      www.noankbaptistchurch.org 

DECEMBER 2014 

Come Celebrate the Seasons of 

Advent & Christmas 

The Advent Season at Noank Baptist and Mystic Area 
 
Tues., Dec. 2  Community Christmas Craft Workshop from 6:30 to 8:00 pm. 
   Come and join children of all ages preparing for the holiday. 
 
Sun., Dec. 7  Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering (RMMO).  This  
   annual offering will be received on December 7 and throughout the  
   month of December. 
 
Sun., Dec. 21  Caroling at Mystic Seaport @ 3:00 pm 
   Mystic Seaport will be open from 10 am to 4 pm.  The Carol sing will  
   begin at 3 pm.  Free admission will be given to Museum visitors all day  
   with the donation of a non-perishable canned good item.  All  
   contributions will be donated to, and distributed by, the Pawcatuck  
   Neighborhood Center. 
 
Wed., Dec. 24  Christmas Eve Nativity and Family Worship @ 6:00 pm 
   Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols @ 10:00 pm 
   Pre-service music begins @ 9:40 pm (choirs & soloists) 
 
 

The Christmas Giving Tree will be available in the Narthex beginning  
Sunday, December 7.  Tags with suggested gifts with the age of the child 
will be available for those who wish to participate.  Gifts need to be 
wrapped with the tag taped to the package and returned by Sunday,  
December 21.  There will be a sign-up sheet for persons to fill in for the 
tag(s) they have chosen.  Please put the number, color and shape of the 
ornament and your name so we can keep an accurate account of the gifts.  
Leave the gifts in the church office on Sundays before worship or leave 
them in the church office with Gloria Monday-Friday between 9 am and 2 
pm.  Gifts are to be locked up in the office during the week.  Thanks for 
your generous gifts for families and children in need.  Have fun shopping 
with a spirit of joy! 
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  Every year the Christmas story is retold, I am reminded of how poignant this ancient tale is for 
 the human condition.  What impresses me at this point in my life is not an evangelistic message that 
 God uniquely came to save the world in the birth of the Christ child two thousand years ago because, 
 for the most part, this is a theological claim peculiar to Christianity, leaving out far more of humankind 
 than it includes.  One might candidly wonder why this would be the paramount message of heaven to 
 earth when “saving the world” has a fulfillment rate well below thirty percent of the earth’s popula
 tion, largely determined by historical and cultural circumstances.  That’s only saving part of the world, 
isn’t it? 
 At the risk of discounting altar-call benefits, I don’t believe the message of Christmas is actually about 
God coming to earth in order that a select few would be redeemed and inherit eternity.  To my way of thinking, 
this produces a presumptuous type of religion that Jesus frequently denounced—one where a few are loved by 
God and most are rendered worthless—since its appeal rarely rises above the human motivation for pride and 
self-preservation.  Besides, it limits the Gospel to be little more than a divisive, competitive game of winners 
and losers over who is saved and who is not—something “the saved” are more eager to crow about than any-
one else!  Go figure. 
 So, in my view, the conventional Christian message is far too limiting in its scope and arrogant in its 
religious fervor.  I’m inclined to look for something else in this ancient story which has more universal appeal.  
For me, the place to look is in the event itself: the birth of a child who would grow up to say and do things 
which would be memorable and extraordinarily wise for the human spirit. 

As far as universality, it’s hard to find anything that unites the world’s pop-
ulation, human and animal alike, more than birth.  It’s a biological reality.  One isn’t 
blessed with mortal life because one is a Christian, distinct from Muslim, or Jewish, 
or Hindu; likewise,     Chinese or Indian births aren’t much different than American 
ones.  We’re all pretty much born into this existence in the same way.  The biology 
itself doesn’t exclude people for reli- gious, gender, or racial reasons.  

So if the birth event itself is one aspect that has universal relevance, what 
does that mean in terms of a message from God?  What is redemptive about birth 
that can save the world—the entirety of it, and not just part?  And is this where 
the actual message of Christmas lies?   I, for one, think so.   

Birth represents a fresh start, an unblemished beginning.  The purity of soul, the absence of guile, and 
the complete and utter dependence on sheltering love, reflects the natural, yet lost, innocence of human life in 
its nascent state.  The Garden of Eden, for instance, is for me a metaphor for this utter naked state in which all 
people enter this life.  Such innocence is no one’s exclusive domain.  It is human nature at birth.   

However, no one retains this blissful existence through maturity, experience, and social differentiation, 
for better and for worse.  I admit, I don’t believe there is a “fallen” state inherent to human beings before birth, 
invariably condemned by heaven and requiring some divine remedy (my middle name may be Calvin, but my 
theology isn’t!).  Rather, in my view, as we naturally gain an awareness of good and evil in life, we will experi-
ence and generate both.  Likewise, no human being possesses the ability to predict fully and accurately the 
consequences of their choices and actions or to be entirely faultless in conduct.  One doesn’t have to be reli-
gious to acknowledge this.  Humans naturally lose their innocence after birth and are destined to do both good 
and evil.  It’s one of the existential facts of life. 

For this reason, redemption is more about this present life than any other of which we may speculate.  
A central purpose across cultures is for humans to gain wisdom—to discern between good and evil and to fos-
ter the former, while reducing the latter.  What is ultimately redemptive is how we can take the evil that is gen-
erated in life and transform it into good.  This, again, isn’t something limited to a particular religion or culture; 
each has its own wisdom and way of guiding followers toward that which is good and away from evil.  Ironical-
ly, it is often religious people who can’t get beyond their historic and tribal particularities, rivalry, and exclusive 
claims, in order to value the variety of approaches in every tradition to this fundamental human problem and 
purpose to eliminate evil in the world.   Instead, religious people make enemies of the very ones they can learn 
from; by making enemies, more evil is justified in the name of One who seeks everyone’s redemption.  

Continued on the next page 
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Continued from previous page 
 

With this in mind, it seems to me that the Christian emphasis on salvation has been sorely mis-
placed in claiming that Jesus alone takes away our sins, when in truth, we should be trying to save our 
own souls, individually and collectively.  The meaningful redemption of transforming evil into good 
doesn’t come in merely accepting the cosmic Christ as some sort of “housecleaner” of the soul, but 
rather in learning and following the teachings of Jesus of Nazareth, who taught us many ways to over-
come evil with good (many things he said are consonant with what is said in other faith traditions).  In 
effect, we work with God to save ourselves from evil (divine grace accompanies our efforts).  For the 
hard work that comes with spiritual “housecleaning” (a recognition of wrongdoing, of stopping that 
behavior, of seeking forgiveness or offering it, of establishing better priorities, of pursuing selfless val-
ues, of controlling our desires and demands, of addressing unethical, selfish, and rash behaviors, and 
the like) has to be done by each person born on this earth; there’s no cheap religious escape or unique 
way of doing that that allows some people access to eternal redemption, while many more are forever 
lost.  After our birth, we are the only ones living our life; it is primarily our own “household” to clean 
up.   
 I recognize I run against the grain of most popular Christian thinking today by stating that the 
heaven’s message for humanity doesn’t begin to make sense solely at Jesus’ death; for me, it makes 
sense for every living soul at birth.  The arrival of another child is where human beings everywhere em-
brace the value and beauty of mortal existence, regardless of where a child is born.  This nascent life is 
most frequently defined by love in an innocence and blessedness that we yearn to reclaim until the day 
we die.  The birth of a child is our return to Eden—a sense of our own rebirth to innocence. That is a 
universal yearning and an exclusive destiny for no one.  And it’s also why I believe we, as Christians, are 
led to proclaim the presence of God at Christmas, not solely due to Jesus’ birth, but because it is there 
where we affirm the universal hope for us all.  
   

Upcoming Programs at Hartford Seminary 
 
Wednesday, December 3 at 7 pm 

Bijlefeld Lecture: Dr. Khaled Abou El Fadi 
 
This biennial lecture features one of the world’s leading authorities on Islamic law and 
Islam.   
 
Thursday, December 11 at 7 pm 

ISIS: Its Roots, Its Influence, and How It’s Viewed by the Muslim World 
 

Three distinguished members of Hartford Seminary’s faculty will discuss the ISIS phe-
nomenon.  The panel, moderated by Dr. Reza Mansoor, President of the Islamic Asso-
ciation of Greater Hartford, will discuss the roots of ISIS and what it stands for.  They 
will also talk about the religious aspects of Islam and ISIS, the context from which ISIS 
emerged, and how the majority of Muslims feel about its extreme views. 
 

Both lectures are free and open to the public.   
Hartford Seminary is located at 77 Sherman Street, Hartford.   
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News from around the Church Family 

    

 Our prayers and thoughts are with those who, over the summer, have 
had recent surgery, been in the hospital, received treatment, in rehabili-
tative care, or are recuperating at home: Cal Robertson, Janine Holt, 
Sue Jennerwein, Joan Laursen, Ginny Colbeth, Lori Lewis, Matt 
Kimball, Anita Anderson, Arleen Stamm, Tom Lewis, Marilyn Leon-

ard, Michael Kelley (son of Bert Kelley), and Roger Floyd.   
Congratulations to Eunice Schaub and her family upon the birth of a great-

granddaughter, Myra Michelle Seremet, who was born to Meghan (Schaub) and Dan 
Seremet.  Meghan and Dan were wed here at Noank Baptist. 

Congratulations to Learra Ruggeri, who was named a winner of the 2014 CHET 
Dream Big! Competition.  Learra won a $500 CHET 529 college savings account for 
her drawing, which was selected from among nearly 4,000 entries.  Learra is the 
daughter of John and Sheryl Ruggeri. 

Please remember our homebound and those in rehab/nursing care: Betty Guhl 
(Fairview), Millie Jensen (Fairview), Cindy Booth (Sunny Lodge, New London), and Jan 
Page (Regency).   
  
  
 

Christmas Wreaths  Poinsettias 
Order by December 14 

 
During Advent, you are invited to make a donation in  
celebration, honor, or memory of a loved one to be used for 

the purchase of the wreaths and poinsettias to be placed in the Sanctuary for 
the season.  Please fill out one of the forms available at the church by  
December 14 or call the church office.  Please provide your name and the person(s) for whom 
it is given in memory, honor or celebration.  Checks should be made payable to “Noank  
Baptist Church” with “Flower Fund” on the memo line.  A donation of $10 is suggested.  
Names and designations will be printed in the Advent and Christmas bulletins. 

 

Our Handbell Choir has begun for another year!!  We meet on 
Thursday evening from 6:00 to 7:00 pm in the music office 
room upstairs.  This is for youth and adults alike.  Beginners are 
always welcome. 



 

December 2014                                The NBC Anchor                                                              Page 5 

Children and Family Ministries 
 

Community Christmas Craft Workshop 
Tuesday, December 2  6:30—8:00 pm 

Free!! 
                      Crafts for ages preschool to high school 

 
Make sure your family holiday plans include participation in our annual  
Community Christmas Craft Night.  This year it will be held on the evening of  
December 2, from 6:30 to 8:00 pm.  Many of our NBC faithful volunteer their 
time and talents in leading crafts for our kids.  It is lots of fun and also very practical.  The  
creations the children make are super gifts for them to share with their loved ones for the 
holiday season.  All are welcome.  Be sure and let your friends and acquaintances know of 
this wonderful event.  REMEMBER—it is a Community Workshop! 

Christmas Eve 

Family Service and Nativity Play 
 

We will have our annual Christmas Eve Family Service at 6 pm on 
December 24.  It is definitely a highlight of our Christmas celebration.  
We would like as many children as possible involved in the wonderful 
experience of sharing the story of the birth of Jesus.  In preparation for 
this, we need your children’s involvement and energy.  There is a  
sign-up sheet on the table in the Narthex or please contact Sue by  
December 7.  We will be holding our rehearsals following worship service on Sundays.   
Children need to attend ALL rehearsals. 

Sunday School @ NBC 
 

Puppet Show with Marti 
Bradshaw and Sunday 
School in the classrooms 
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Signing to Music 
 

Holly Mulvihill from Poquonnock Bridge Baptist Church offered her gift of sign 

language put to music with the children of NBC.  Holly visited Lighthouse Cove 

to teach them a song to be shared in worship.  It was a beautiful moment 

watching our children sign “Testify to Love” with Holly’s leadership!  We send 

Holly a sincere thank you for bless-

ing us with her gifts. 

 
 

On behalf of the entire Christian Education Team, I would like to 
wish you and your family God’s wonderful gifts of faith, hope, 

peace, and love. 
Merry Christmas & A Blessed New Year. 

Sue 

Sue Robinson’s Son, Brandon, entertained the youngsters at Lighthouse Cove with some music 
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Habitat Christmas Cards 
 

     Simplify your holiday season with a gift that helps build hope or use the 
cards for your holiday greetings!! 
     Make a donation to Habitat for Humanity of Eastern Connecticut and 
Habitat will provide you with attractive, full color, professionally printed  
holiday cards.  There is no limit to the number of cards you can order.   
However a minimum donation of $5 per card is suggested.  The inside of the 
card reads “May the holiday season touch your heart and home with all that 
brings you joy.” 
     You may order online by going to www.habitatect.org and scroll down to 

Holiday Cards or you can contact them directly at e-mail adamico@habitatsect.org or call them at  
860-442-7890 x 204 

Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering (RMMO) 
 
     The offering for the RMMO will be received on Sunday, December 7.  
Since 1935, American Baptists have contributed to special offerings received in 
their churches for retired ABC ministers and missionaries or their widowed 
spouses.  In 1977, American Baptist Churches USA launched the Retired  
Ministers and Missionaries Offering to continue this tradition of thanks. 

     Today, RMMO is a tangible way for the American Baptist congregations to say “Thank you” 
for the commitment, service and spiritual guidance of retired ministers and missionaries and their  
widowed spouses.  This offering supports those who have devoted 15 or more years of their lives 
to God’s service by providing emergency assistance in times of need and a thank you check at the 
end of each year.   
     Offering envelopes are enclosed in this newsletter and will also be available in the church pew 
racks. 

     Thank you to all who contributed to the October 
Mission Offering.  A total of $1,155 was collected!! 
     The monies will be equally divided between  
International Ministries of American Baptist 
Churches USA and Bridges of Hope mission projects of the Alliance of  
Baptists. 

A thank you card was received from Rev. Judson Day of The Baptist Peace 
Fellowship of North America as follows: 
Dear Paul & Friends 
   As a member of the Board of Directors, I want to thank you for being a 
Partner Congregation of the BPFNA.  We are deeply grateful for your  
support. 

   With your help in 2014, we’ve been able to do such things as sponsor a Women’s Interfaith 
Gathering in Abbottabad, Pakistan and lead a trauma recovery workshop for women leaving 
situations of domestic violence. 
   Thank you for your support which makes all this work and much more possible. 
      Rev. Judson Day 
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One Great Hour of Sharing Gifts Fight Ebola Outbreak 
 
     American Baptist Churches USA have responded to the Ebola  
outbreak in Africa by providing, to date, $140,000 from the One Great 
Hour of Sharing Offering that our church responded to in June.   
     Now it has been reported that food aid is needed, as many people 
have been unable to work, food prices have increased and access to  
marketplaces has become more limited.   

     People in the countries of Liberia, Sierra Leone and Guinea are now having trouble feeding 
their families.  If individuals or families would like to give additional funds, a check can be 
made out to Noank Baptist Church with “One Great Hour of Sharing – Ebola Fund” on the 
memo line.  It is gratifying to know that when we give an offering, the monies are there to be 
used when a crisis occurs. 

News from Sharon and Daniel Buttry 
 
     Dan and Sharon Buttry traveled this fall to 
Tijuana, Mexico to visit Deborah’s House, a 
shelter for 9 Latino women and 20 children 
who have experienced domestic violence. 
     Victims become “victors” at Deborah’s 

House, eventually letting go of deep hurts of family violence.  
Our missionary colleagues, Ray Schellinger and Adalia  
Guttierez and the staff patiently embrace the women and their 
children with the love and healing touch of Christ. 
     The Buttrys conducted 2 days of conflict transformation and trauma healing workshops.  At 
the conclusion, the women began to taste the sweet flavor of personal transformation. 

The Anglican Singers 

A Service of Lessons and Carols for Advent 
 

St. James Episcopal Church, New London 
Sunday, December 14 @ 5:00 pm 

 
The Anglican Singers will be performing Lessons and  
Carols for Advent, which includes selections sung by The 
Anglican Singers with congregational carols and scripture 
readings by members of the greater New London  
community.  If you like choral music or if you are just  

curious, go see them.  They are a truly wonderful local treasure. 
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December Nursery School News  
 
     December finds us preparing for this cherished time of year.  The children 
are busy decorating our classrooms with colorful holiday crafts. 
     Craft night will be held at the church on Tuesday, December 2 from 6:30 
to 8:00 pm in the vestry.  This is always a fun/festive event with an  
opportunity to make ornaments, decorations, cookies, etc.  Bring a friend and 
have fun at the many tables set up with age-appropriate crafts for everyone. 
     Our family Christmas celebration will be held on Friday, December 19 @ 
10:30 am.  We look forward to welcoming parents, siblings, grandparents, uncles, aunts, cousins, 
caregivers and friends with singing and our famous “painted cookies” decorated by the children.  
This celebration will be our last classroom day before Christmas.  School resumes @ 9:00 am on 
Monday, January 5, 2015. 
     Once again, Miss Tina and Miss Vera would like to thank church members, parents and  
caregivers who continually encourage us in our nursery school program.  We are grateful for all 
your support, love and the opportunity to work with our children who come to learn and grow. 
 
      Respectfully Submitted 
      Miss Tina & Miss Vera 

Church Council 
Another new year is almost upon us and there will be positions on the Church Council that need 
to be filled for 2015.  They are as follows: 

Property Coordinator (2 positions) 
Spiritual Life Coordinator 
Staff Relations Coordinator 
Community Life and Outreach Coordinator 
At Large Member (2 positions) 

If you are interested or would like information on any of the positions, please contact Chris Butta, 
moderator @ 860-536-4212. 

Noank Baptist Church Website 
 

     As many of you may not know, Noank Baptist Church has a website with Wendy Hayes as  
webmaster.  This website contains information about us and upcoming events.  To access this 
website, please go to noankbaptistchurch.org. 
     We would like to encourage people to contribute and also to look at the sight.  People can  
contribute events in their lives and their lives in connection to the church.  These ideas would 
make a great article.  If you have photos about some event in your lives, please send them also. 
     Wendy has gotten no input whatsoever so therefore nothing gets updated.  Please send any 
church events to Wendy at wawpooh@aol.com and she will put the information on our church 

Betsey Goetsch, chairperson of the annual Holiday Bazaar, would like to take 
this opportunity to thank everyone in advance for their time and talents to make 
this annual bazaar a success.  This bazaar is a huge fundraising project for  
Noank Baptist Church.  Again, THANK YOU. 
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November Council News 
Bonnie Banks, Clerk 

 
 

     The Council held their monthly meeting on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 5, 2014 with 13 members present.  The minutes from the Octo-
ber meeting were approved as corrected. 

     Issues raised regarding the need for greater inclusiveness  
between the council and congregation were discussed at 
length.   
Council members agreed to be more intentional in asking 
themselves if full congregational involvement is needed as  
decisions are being made.  A reminder will be issued that full 
council meeting minutes are always available upon request and 
council meetings are open to anyone interested in attending.  
A list of current council members will be included as part of 
the council report in the Anchor each month.   
     The Personnel Policy is planned to be reviewed by the 
council and legal representatives and updated so that it is 
available for congregational review in advance of the Annual 
Meeting in late January, 2015.  Job descriptions were  
submitted to council members for review and comment.   
     The finance committee reported continued issues with  
expenses exceeding income.  Mission payments have been  
delayed or reduced, with a plan to make up the payments by 
the end of the year if funds allow.  Options for managing the 
current cash flow situation were discussed, as well as the need 
for careful consideration of the budget for 2015.  An audit is 

currently in progress. 
     Lighthouse Cove continues to seek guest presenters for the children to get to know members of 
the congregation.  The Potato Bash was a great success.  The children and family ministries are 
looking forward to Advent activities and rehearsals for the Christmas Eve Nativity will be  
scheduled soon.  
     The Property Ministry continues to be very busy with maintenance on the church properties.  
Budget considerations for the upcoming year are being prepared. 
     The Holiday Bazaar will be held on Saturday, November 22nd.  All hands are needed to make it 
a success.  The Christmas Giving Tree will go up in early December.  The Retired Ministers and 
Missionaries Offering will be collected on December 7.  Alterations to the new Baptistery Curtain 
will be made. 
     Pastor Hayes remains very busy with activities with various religious associations, leads a 
monthly service at the Congregate, continues to get around on a regular basis to visit homebound 
and hospitalized church members and has been leading a Bible Study Class on Tuesday evenings in 
the Chapel with about 12 to 15 individuals attending.  George O’Brien is chairing the Stewardship 
campaign with Pledge Sunday planned for November 16. 
     The next Council meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 3, 2014 at 7:00 pm.  All 
are welcome to attend.  Full council meeting minutes are available upon request.   
 
     Respectfully submitted 
     Bonnie Banks 

 Council Members 
 
Moderator:  Chris Butta 
Clerk: Bonnie Banks 
Treasurer: Jane Templeton 
Asst Treas:  Debbie Bates 
Finance: Nancy Gilmore 
 Carol Spunar 
Property: Ed Johnson 
 Vince Spunar 
Spiritual Life: Marti Bradshaw 
  (interim) Mary Harris 
Comm Life: Betsey Goetsch 
 David Williams 
Staff Relations: Kim Johnson 
At Large: Cyp Cyr 
 Steve Gordon 
 Sherrie Neilson 
 Jennifer O’Donnell 



 

December 2014                                The NBC Anchor                                                              Page 11 

Keeping Up with the Buttrys 
Dan and Sharon Buttry, Global Specialists for ABCUSA International Ministries 

 
Hola!  Sharon and I have been in Mexico [in October] along with LeDayne 
McLeese-Polaski of the Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America.  We were 
invited by our International Ministries missionary colleagues Ray and Adalia 
Gutierrez-Schellinger to do a series of workshops at Deborah's House and with 
the pastors and church leaders in Tijuana. 
 
Deborah's House is one of our very special missions with IM.  It is a home for 
battered women founded by Adalia and Ray.  Many missionary work teams have 
been there, perhaps some of you!  LeDayne had been there once before, but it's 
the first time here for Sharon and me. 

 
Last Sunday we worshiped with the residents and volunteers at Deborah's House.  Then we went to the 
U.S./Mexico border for a worship service.  We talked with an activist of Deported Veterans, an organiza-
tion of U.S. military veterans who are not citizens.  If any of these veterans break a law they can be deported 
even if they have children born in the U.S.  So many veterans have PTSD that can get them into trouble, but 
even though they have given years of their lives and risked their lives in service to the U.S. they don't get 
support to work things through.  A sad situation where our country is using people then casting them 
aside.  We saw broken families meeting from each side of the border talking through the massive fence, not 
allowed to pass anything to each other.  Then we celebrated the Eucharist together in an ecumenical service-
-very moving. 
 
On Monday and Tuesday we led a conflict transformation training for the residents of Deborah's House, 
along with staff, volunteers, and board members.  We focused on trauma and how to choose life out of 
those difficult situations.  We rejoiced in the energetic way in which people were engaged, especially hearing 
battered women find their voices and even smiles.  There were poignant and powerful moments, and we 
were moved by the deep expressions of appreciation from the women.  We also spent a lot of time with 
some of the children, loving on them and playing with them. 
 
The seminary serves students from across northern Mexico as well as a few from the border communities in 
the U.S.  Mercy and Tim are on the faculty there, and Mercy has been teaching a course on conflict transfor-
mation using the Spanish version of my "Bible Study Guide on Conflict Transformation" which she and 
Ruth Mooney helped translate.  (By the way, if you want that Bible Study Guide I can send it to you in an 
electronic file at no cost--just drop me an e-mail.  We have it in 10 languages, so specify your language if it 
isn't English!) 
 
Sharon and I taught for two days--Tuesday for 12 hours minus the lunch and dinner breaks!  For that even-
ing we had some other folks join us from the Mexicali churches.  Then on Wednesday it was a full day.  A 
lot got packed into those days, but the interactive style keeps people engaged, keeps the energy up, and helps 
us keep going as facilitators.  It's always exciting to see people experience new paradigms of thinking that 
give those "aha!" moments.  Some talked to us about how they could see how their own actions had con-
tributed to conflicts in their churches going off track.  One pastor was very tense early, seemingly resisting 
anything we were saying; but then he got very intrigued and excited.   
 
One of the special dimensions of the training however came in some of the personal conversations and 
counseling moments that Sharon had.  God used her to do some deep application with some younger male 
and female students as well as with an older pastor studying at the seminary.  There were lots of tears and 
lots of excitement about hope for applying what was learned.  Some said it was the most useful training they 
had ever had. 
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Our Shoreline Community Association 
P. O. Box 287  

West Mystic, CT 06388-0287 

(860) 271-1681     OSCAforSeniors@gmail.com 

 
GIVE THE GIFT OF OSCA MEMBERSHIP THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 

 

Looking for a unique gift for your over-55 family member or friend?  Look no 
more.  Our Shoreline Community Association (OSCA) is offering gift certificates for membership 
to the organization this holiday season.  OSCA membership is $365 for each year (may also be paid 
quarterly). 

 
Gift Certificates are available for any amount and may be used towards membership.  For 

information, please contact Stephanie Panagos, OSCA Coordinator at (860) 271-1681 or OSCAfor-
Seniors@gmail.com. 

 
OSCA is a non-profit, membership association, designed to enrich the lives of seniors in 

Mystic, Noank, Groton Long Point and Mumford Cove. With guidance from a coordinator, neigh-
bors help other neighbors stay in their homes.   

 
The OSCA mission is to create a community dedicated to helping members connect to 

people, activities and services that enable them to stay in their own homes, enjoy their community 
and find answers to challenges that aging can bring.   

 
OSCA was launched in September 2009 and has enjoyed a growing membership and  
terrific attendance at OSCA-sponsored events.  For additional information about OSCA or 

to purchase a gift certificate, please contact Stephanie Panagos at (860) 271-1681 or OSCAfor-
Seniors@gmail.com. 
 
      Respectfully Submitted 
      Stephanie Panagos 

     Recently, both the attic insulation project and the lawn drain project 
to reduce flooding at Church Street House were recently completed.  A 
new doorbell was installed at the parsonage by Rev. Hayes. 
    A committee has recently met with a copy machine representative to 
assess future needs.  Meanwhile, an older manual copy machine was  
recently donated as a backup for small tasks in the event the regular of-
fice copier is being serviced. 
     A recent propane delivery for the church kitchen stove sparked a  
review of area propane prices, resulting in a substantial price reduction 

by the present supplier. 
     We are also reviewing possible building projects for next year's budgets for the benefit of the 
new Property Coordinators who will be replacing us on the Council.  Any thoughts or suggestions 
from the congregation are welcomed. 
      Respectfully Submitted 
      Ed Johnson & Vince Spunar 
      Property Coordinators 


