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860.536.7129      www.noankbaptistchurch.org 

FEBRUARY 2017 

AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING 2017 
Cultivating Leaders; Equipping Disciples; Healing Communities 

                                                                                                                                           Luke 4:18-19 

 
The theme for the America for Christ Offering 2017, “Cultivating Leaders; Equipping Disciples; Healing 
Communities” is based on Luke 4:18-19 which states:  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to 
the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”   This theme insures and  
encourages us to partner with American Baptist Churches USA in answering God’s call to live out 
the Christian faith in transforming individuals, congregations and communities; to develop  
networks and programs committed to nurturing Christ-centered leaders; and to promote witness 
and evangelism as well as discipleship and social justice. 
 
This offer will begin on Sunday, March 5 and will continue throughout the month of March. 
This offering supports transformational ministries that manifest the grace of God’s love to  
neighborhoods and communities throughout the United States and Puerto Rico. 
 
Offering envelopes will be sent with the March Newsletter and will also be available in the pew 
racks throughout the month of March. 

The Season of Lent 
 

The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 1, 2017 with a service at 
7:00 pm.  This is a meaningful time for reflection to begin the season of Lent.  
All are welcome! 
 
The 40 days of Lent will lead us to Holy Week—prepare yourself spiritually by 

being present in worship and open to God’s guidance. 

Alliance of Baptists Sunday 
February 12 

 
We will recognize our relationship with the Alliance of 
Baptists, which is celebrating its 30th year in 2017!  In 
this critical time, it is important to underscore our ties 
with a progressive community of Baptists who advocate 
for gender and marriage equality, social and racial  
justice, and an inclusive vision of the church and world!   
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 By the time you read this, I will be in (or back from) Florida, where I’m presenting a paper for my 
colleagues at an ABCUSA colloquium.  I based it on Robert P. Jones’ recently published book, The End of 
White Christian America, where I examine the implications of several demographic changes ongoing in 
the U.S., as well as reflect on some of the results of the recent Presidential election.  All of it suggests 
that the American social landscape is undergoing a significant transition from being dominated by the 

white Christian majority (as has been the case for nearly 300 years) to an emerging multicultural society, where 
no race (and perhaps even religion) will rule the culture.  America will be a mix of many minorities, cooperating or 
conflicting with each other. 
 The evidence is largely based on demographic trends.  Since 1965, the percentage of white Americans 
relative to the overall U.S. population has dropped from 82% to 62%.  This is due to a reduction in the birthrates 
among the white population, as well as the influx of immigrants who have come to this country.  The percentage 
is projected in the next fifty years to drop to 46%, or less than the historic majority of the population.  First and 
second generation immigrants will also continue to make up an increasing percentage of our society—the  
Hispanic rise of recent decades will give way to one from Asia.  This will be a seismic shift in the makeup of the 
U.S. population, which will have the impact of reshaping virtually every aspect of our culture. 

As we know, this is already occurring in the U.S., which is a source of 
angst for those who recognize the country is changing and, for them, not for 
the better.  They live in a time when so much of the social order has been altered by 
civil rights and racial justice—where court rulings and legislation have sought to 
rectify generations of discrimination against racial and sexual minorities and 
women (as well as for other popula- tions)—where global economic competition 
has eliminated generational industrial employment—where “English only” has  
given way to a multilingual culture— that they sense and fear the losses as  
unfairly unraveling their world.  They are    socially and economically insecure  
relative to a bygone era when every- one assimilated into an expanding American 
economy and culture, where everyone spoke the same language, went to church on Sunday, manufacturers were 
selling U.S. products to developing nations, and the world was looking to emulate the American dream. 

That bygone era benefitted whites in this country the most.  If that seems a bit simplistic, consider the 
fact that when this country was founded, not only did it consist largely of white European immigrants who  
controlled (and benefitted from) every aspect of the economy, governance, religious and cultural life, but only 
white male property owners could vote.  White males established the institutions of our nation and defined so 
much of what has come to be the “American” way of life, while everyone else was required to embrace those 
norms and conventions or remain marginalized socially.  Obviously, women and minorities of all types were  
present from the beginning, but it has taken nearly three centuries for them to acquire the same voting rights, 
economic status, and anything close to parity with white males, which still is not assured.  That bygone era of 
American “greatness,” to put it bluntly, was fundamentally racist and sexist—only a “dream” for those who were 
privileged enough to benefit from it. 

In many ways, the election of President Trump has been a demonstration of defiance from those who 
are angry and will not easily give up their claim on White Christian America.  It should be no surprise that most of 
Trump’s Cabinet and those who support him legislatively in Congress are white males who are deeply invested 
(literally) in the established and privileged ways of the past.  It is their world that is rapidly changing—the country 
they are desperately trying to hold onto.  The image of the strong white male remains iconic in many circles.  

However, the central place of white male privilege and status will give way to a more realistic portrayal 
of America as multiracial, multilingual, and multi-faith.  In a few decades’ time, White Christian America will exist 
only in vestiges and subcultures compared to its heyday in the 20th century.  American society will be more  
thoroughly racially mixed, gender equality will be a necessary norm, and people will be valued for what they 
bring to the workplace in our globalized society.  We will not return to the past—demographics simply defy that.  
Once Americans recognize this more fully, we will have a country that is more unified and cohesive.   To that end, 
the only wise choice is to embrace what we are and will be and, considerately and cooperatively, find our place 
alongside each other as grateful Americans.  
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News from around the Church Family 

    
 

Our prayers and thoughts are with those who have had recent surgery, been in 
the hospital, received treatment, in rehabilitative care, or are recuperating at 
home:  Sally Starzec, Kent LaGasse, Ruth Hodgson, Vicki Burdick, Mimi 
Avery, Mary Harris, Jennifer Johnson, Dianna and Cecil Miller, Corey  

Atkinson, Lori Lewis, Anita Anderson, Janet Crossman, Katy Nelsen, and The Rev. Dr.  
Judy Allbee. 

We welcomed The Rev. Dr. Ken Williams, ABCCONN Interim Executive Minister as 
our guest on January 22, along with his spouse, The Rev. Margaret (Peg) Williams.  They have  
come to assist ABCCONN in this period until a new Executive Minister is called.  Peg will be our 
guest minister on February 5. 

We recognized the resignation of one of our beloved staff members, Kristen Negaard 
O’Brien, at a farewell luncheon on Sunday, January 22.  Our friends from Poquonnock Bridge 
Baptist helped us celebrate the years that Kristen has been the Coordinator of the Co-Op Youth 
Ministry and all the ways she has mentored our youth since 2004.  She and George will be moving 
to England in the coming months for a job assignment that will last up to four years.  

Please remember our homebound and those in rehab/nursing care: Ruth Hodgson 
(Pendleton), Mimi Avery (at home), Errol and Alicia Crossman (at home), Betty and Gene 
Brustolon (Crescent Point, Niantic), Ginny Knight (Apple, Mystic), Ken Knobloch (at home), 
Betty Guhl (Fairview), Millie Jensen (Fairview), and Cindy Booth (Sunny Lodge, New London). 

Chancel Flowers 
 
If you would like to have flowers in the chancel on Sunday in honor/memory of a loved 
one or in celebration of an anniversary, birthday, etc., please find a sign-up sheet on the 
wall in the outer office.  Please put the name(s) of the one(s) to be honored/remembered 
and your name under “presented by”.  The donation for flowers is $25.  You can put your 
check in the collection plate during worship service, put it in the slot on the office door, or 
mail it to Noank Baptist Church, 18 Cathedral Heights, Noank, CT 06340 att: church  
office.  Please make your check payable to Noank Baptist Church, with “flower fund” in 
the memo line. 
 
During Lent (during the month of March and the first three Sundays in April), members of 
the flower committee will create a special arrangement that will be in place for the entire 
Lenten Season.  Since this arrangement will be under the cross, we respectfully ask that no 
memorial flowers be requested during this time.  We realize that certain dates hold  
significance for some people, so if you would like to memorialize a date that falls during 
Lent, please consider making a donation to the church for one of its missions in honor or 
memory of your loved one.  Otherwise, you may choose a date for flowers outside of Lent. 
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2017 ANNUAL M.A.E.C. CHOIR FESTIVAL 
 
 
For almost 50 years, the Mystic Area Ecumenical Council (MAEC) has sponsored the Annual Mystic Area Choir Festival.  
Many internationally known choral directors and composers have led our combined choirs in a service of outstanding choral 
music. This year’s festival will include choirs of children, youth and adults.  We will also feature the high school students in 
one anthem. 
 
The 2017 Choir Festival will take place on Sunday, March 12, 2017, at 4:00 p.m. at Noank Baptist Church, Noank, CT.  We 
are thrilled to have another former area resident, now in the field of choral music leading our festival.  Mark Daniel Merritt of 
South Carolina and formerly of Noank, CT is excited to return to his home church and conduct the MAEC Choir Festival.  
Mark grew up in Noank and went to the local schools and is a graduate of St. Bernard High School.  
 
Mark Daniel Merritt, is a choral director and an ASCAP composer and arranger. The recipient of numerous commissions, 
Mark received a major commission in 2007 funded by the Kentucky Arts Council and the Catlettsburg, Kentucky Leadership 
Club, to compose the score to the musical play "River Dreams," which had its world premiere that year in Ashland, Kentucky. 
From 2002 to 2012, Merritt was associate director and then director of VOCE Choral Ensemble, an auditioned choral group 
in Mount Airy, NC, that he helped to found. From 2012 to 2015, he was the minister of music at Episcopal Church of the Holy 
Spirit in San Antonio, Texas, where he greatly expanded the quality and size of the music ministry as the church moved from 
“mission” to “parish” status. Groups under Mark's direction have performed his music at the North Carolina Music Educators 
Conference, the Biltmore Estate, historic Bruton Parish Church in Williamsburg, VA, and the Texas Collegiate Women’s 
Choir Festival. He completed a Master of Music degree in choral music under Dr. John Silantien at the University of Texas at 
San Antonio, and is currently pursuing a Doctor of Musical Arts in choral conducting at USC. 
 
The Ecumenical Council underwrites much of the expense; however, the cost of the music and the funds to bring 
directors to our community exceed the resources of the Council.  Therefore we seek sponsors to make financial 
contributions.  A gift of $15-$24 will designate you as a Friend; $25-$49 will make you a Patron; $50-$74 will make 
you an Angel; $75-99 will make you an Archangel and $100 and up will earn you the rank of a Saint.  We will also 
recognize businesses in the program for donations to the festival. 
 
If you can serve in any of these capacities, please make checks out to  Mystic Area Ecumenical Council or MAEC, and 
mail it and the bottom portion of this form to Robin Crandall, Union Baptist Church, 119 High St., Mystic, CT 06355, by 
March 6th .  Please indicate how you would like your name(s) to appear in the Festival program.   
.  
 

************************************************************************************************************************** 

MAEC Annual Choir Festival 2017 
 
I want to be:  a Saint:  $100+ (   ) 
  an Archangel: $75-99  (   ) 
  an Angel: $50-74  (   ) 

  a Patron:   $25-49  (   ) 
  a Friend: $15-24 (   ) 

 a Business      (   )   
Name of Business_____________________________________________________ 

 
Amount of donation $_______________________ 
 
Please print legibly: 
 

Name (as it should appear in the program): ____________________________________________________ 
   

Address:________________________________________________________________________________ 
              
Phone:__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please make out a check to the Mystic Area Ecumenical Council or MAEC, and mail it and the bottom portion of this form 
to:      Robin Crandall, Union Baptist Church, 119 High St., Mystic, CT 06355, by March 6th. Please indicate how you 
would like your name(s) to appear in the Festival program.        
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Children and Family Ministries 

“Soup”er Bowl Sunday 
February 5, 2017 

 
The children of the church are once again collecting 
cans of soup to be distributed to the Groton Food 

Locker.  There will be a box available in the Narthex the last two Sundays in January and 
also on February 5 for your convenience.  We hope to exceed last year’s total and collect 100 cans. 

Camp Wightman—Summer Camp 
 
It is time to register for summer camp!  Noank Baptist Church supports Camp 
Wightman and can assist families to offset the price of the programs.  Once 
again, the church is making every effort to qualify for the “early bird” discount 
price.  We need your help! 
 
If you are sending your child to camp, you are encouraged to complete your registration form 
online at www.welovecamp.org by February 15 and send a copy to the church office.  This will 
allow us to keep an accounting of who is signed up and which sessions they are going to attend.   
 
Thank you for your interest and support of this wonderful summer camp and we expect each 
camper will enjoy a marvelous and memorable experience! 

SAVE THE DATES 
 
March 1  “Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord” 
   Lighthouse Cove Concert for kids, by kids 
 
 
March 26  Pretzel Sunday 
 
 
 April 4  Easter Craft Night 
 
 
July 31-Aug. 4  Vacation Bible School 2017 
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Bible Study  
Every Wednesday morning @ 10:00 am at the Mystic River Homes  
Congregate, Mary Brodhead leads a Bible Study Group.  This is a very  
relaxed study focusing on a chapter or less at a time.  We try to build  

fellowship together with God and His word as our focus.  There is time to share what verses call to 
you and to follow the way of Jesus as He teaches us to do in His Word.  We struggle together and 
support one another in growing our faith and living on God’s promises.  Everyone is welcome; 
special knowledge is not required.   

Habitat for Humanity 
 
Habitat for Humanity gets its primary funding from area churches and friends 
of those needing a hand up, not a hand out.  There is no interest charged on the 
owners mortgages, but 400 hours of sweat equity is required.  Criteria for a 
house is willingness to work on the building of a home, on how personal credit 
is being handled and the willingness to learn about what it means to be a  
homeowner.  Most folks have had no experience with bills such as insurance, 
taxes, etc.  Work on construction provides knowledge concerning keeping a 
home in good shape. 
 
Exciting News:  Three churches, Noank Baptist, Poquonnock Bridge Baptist and Union Baptist 
have combined their impact in the community by agreeing to work together to help build and 
sponsor a home being renovated on Yetter Road in Mystic.  There was a fall work day where leaves 
were removed from the yard and debris taken to the dump.  Work has been delayed during the 
winter months, but spring will mean more yard work and work inside the home.  If you would be 
interested in helping, please contact Pastor Hayes. 

Woman’s March on January 21, 2017 
 
During the Women’s March on January 21st, many women wore pink hats.  
These marches took place throughout the United States and also many  
other countries around the world.  These pink hats were made by many 
knitters, including Joan Butler from Noank Baptist.  Joan made 8 hats, of 
which 1 was sent to Los Angeles, 2 to Boston, 4 to Washington, DC and Joan wore her hat in  
Mystic.  Good job Joan!! 

Hats for Hope 
 
 Once again, we are asking for our knitters and crocheters to help with our 
Hats for Hope project.  Each year we donate hundreds of hats to homeless  
shelters, cancer patients, etc.  We again need your help. 
 Hats are needed for adults, as well as children and preemies.  If you need 

any yarn for your project, please contact Sandy Mansfield at 860-445-6208 and she will supply you 
with yarn and patterns (no wool yarn please). 
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Mission News 
 
 
 
Members of the congregation who braved the winter storm on January 8 were able to 

participate in the Moment for Mission when many persons stood and told the name of one of the 
missions we support with our Noank Baptist Church budget.  Comments after the service were, “I 
didn’t know we supported so many places”! 
 
Following up on that mission moment, our church has been receiving “Thank You Notes” from 
many of the organizations who have recently received checks from our church.  Listed below are 
some of them and how they are using the money. 
 
Mystic Area Shelter and Hospitality (MASH):  “Thank you so much for your donations of 
Christmas presents which will make a difference in the lives of those who need it the most.  Annually 
more than 350 families in Southeastern CT are homeless or within 14 days of homelessness.  The 
majority of them are living at or below the Federal Poverty Level.  We deeply appreciate your  
ongoing support of our efforts to prevent family homelessness.  Thank you for caring about the 
work that we do”.  Jeff Anderson, Director. 
 
ALLIANCE FOR LIVING:  “Thank you for your generous donation of $100.  Your support  
allows us to improve the lives of people living with HIV/AIDS through our comprehensive services:  
case management, housing, food pantry and education.”  Kelly Thompson, CEO. 
 
BRIGHT STARS OF BETHLEHEM:  “Your gift is helping Christianity thrive in the Holy Land 
through programs that bring justice, peace and protect the rights of the vulnerable.  I am grateful for 
your partnership as we share hope and live out God’s vision for the future in this war-torn region.”  
Beth Nelson Chase, Executive Director. 
 
LAWRENCE & MEMORAL HOSPITAL:  “On behalf of the Chaplaincy Advisory Committee, 
our sincere thanks for your gift to benefit the Spiritual Care/Chaplaincy Program through the  
Angels’ Fund.  Through the generosity of our friends, we are able to treat the spiritual and physical 
needs of our patients and their families, as well as the hospital staff.  Your thoughtfulness helps us to 
serve our community and the many congregations whose members look to our hospital for care and 
comfort.”  Rev. Jessica Sommar. 
 
MARTIN HOUSE:  Martin House provides a safe and secure place to live for men and women 
who are homeless.  Comments from residents:  Martin House has “helped me to gain  
independence”; “given me a home”; “taught me how to work with people”; “helped me with  
schooling”; “provided me with housing when I desperately needed it”.  Paula Oberg, Executive  
Director. 
 
We at Noank Baptist can appreciate that our church is reaching out from Noank/Mystic all the way 
to Bethlehem to meet the needs of others. 
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January Council News 
Bonnie Banks, Clerk 

 
     The Council held their monthly meeting on Wednesday, January 11, 
2017 with 13 members and one non-member present.  Pastor Hayes  
offered an opening prayer.  

     The minutes from the December  meeting were approved as  
written.  Church calendar updates were reviewed adding change of 
date for the thank you celebration for Kristen Negaard-O’Brien to  
January 22nd following church.  
     Much of the meeting involved a discussion of the proposed  
installation of security cameras as approved in the October business 
meeting.  With other pressing business, including the next  
congregational meeting with many topics needing to be addressed, the 
council concluded that it would discuss the security camera proposal 
further at the April Congregational meeting.   
     Pastor Hayes provided a written report on his many activities  
including the many activities around the Advent and Christmas  
seasons involving the theme of “A Child Shall Lead” which was very 
well received.  He has also continued the monthly Sunday evening 
CREDO This I Believe program which has had about a dozen people in 
attendance each month.  He has also been busy related to Kristen’s 
departure noted above.  Kristen completed her services as the Director 

of the Co-Op Youth program at the end of the year, after 12 years.  A search for a new Director 
has begun adding Union Baptist Church into the mix.  The search team has met with  
representatives from all three churches regarding the process of rewriting the job description and  
framework for the position to accommodate the changing scope and to incorporate other changes 
proposed by Kristen.  He and Wendy have also been overseeing ,as well as doing, some work on 
the parsonage. 
     A liaison is needed for Church Street House. 
     The Children and Family Ministry remains very busy citing especially the memorable Christmas 
Eve Family Service and plans for Lent and Easter season activities going forward, as well as  
Vacation Bible School again being planned to co-host with Union Baptist Church.  Volunteers are 
needed to help in the nursery with a growing number of little people in attendance. 
     The property managers have remained busy overseeing continued repairs to the church  
properties.  With apparent resolution of the cause of the leaks into the kitchen and classrooms on 
the lower level, plans are now underway to make the repairs to the walls and ceilings, as well as 
continue with ongoing maintenance of the property with the next major project involving the  
steeple.  Work on the parking lot and driveway entrance has been postponed due to inclement 
weather with plans to continue to make the agreed modifications as soon as the weather is  
appropriate in the Spring. 
     The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 29 immediately after church followed by a 
soup luncheon served downstairs.   
     The next Council meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 8, 2017 at 7 PM.  All are  
welcome to attend.   
 

Full council meeting minutes are available upon request. 
 

     Respectfully submitted 

     Bonnie Banks 

Council Members 
Moderator:  Charles Anderson 
Clerk:  Bonnie Banks 
Treasurer:  Jane Templeton 
Asst Treas:  Debbie Bates 
Finance:        Nancy Gilmore 
                      Carol Spunar 
Property:        Adrian Johnson 
                  Jonathan Lane 
Spiritual Life: Valerie King 
   Mary Harris 
Comm Life: Betsey Goetsch 
 Steve Gordon 
Staff Relations: Open 
At Large: Nora Andrews 
 Trux Brodhead 
 Katy Nelsen 
 Jennifer Johnson Wilbur 
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Dan and Sharon Buttry 
ABCUSA Global Specialists in Conflict Transformation 

 
 
 

Teaching Community Transformation in the Middle East 
 

Our class is titled "Community Restoration Through the Restored People of God."  It's part of a cycle of courses relat-
ed to the renewing journey of faith working out in people, the church, and the world.  Sharon and I got the "world" 
part!  We covered topics of dealing constructively with diversity in groups (mainstream/margins), building plans and 
strategies to address problems, nonviolence, trauma transformation, and experiential education.  We had students 
from Lebanon, Egypt, Syria, Algeria, Sudan, and Palestine.  It was a lively and very engaged group--we loved them! 
 
Our class met in 6 3-hour blocks of time.  One of the most poignant moments for me can after our class on nonviolent 
action, which was preceded by a class on trauma.  A woman from Aleppo, the city recently devastated by the fighting 
in Syria, told me how much she appreciated the classes. They had surfaced personal issues from her but in an  
empowering way.  She told about some of the terrible things that happened in Aleppo in the start of the Arab Spring 
protests, where the government massacred people "in bunches" then ran the bodies over with bulldozers.  She's not 
sure what the future will hold--who can say anything for certain about Syria!  But she is committed as a Christian to 
work for peace and reconciliation.  We're so moved by her witness. 
 
There are many other moving stories among the students here.  The Palestinian is from a village next to Budrus, a 
Palestinian village featured in one of the documentary films we showed on nonviolence.  He has been incredibly  
engaged in the class, saying what we are teaching is so important.  We have had long conversations around the meal 
tables and after class to follow up with the students on applying the content of the class to the various contexts in 
which they live and minister. 
 
Besides teaching at ABTS we have attended worship at Resurrection Church in Beirut where many of the seminary 
students go.  We had attended there two years ago when it was known by its neighborhood name, Hadath Baptist 
Church.  The church has doubled since then with a huge influx of Syrian refugees including many Muslims who have 
come to faith in Christ as a result of the church's ministry.  There is quite a toll taken on the congregation in respond-
ing to the massive needs around them--Lebanon, a country of about 3 million people, has absorbed over 1 million 
refugees!  But they also feel that Christ has been among them in astonishing and powerful ways. 
 
We've seen many friends from our time here two years ago.  One young couple we met last time has just been  
married.  We spent a lot of time with them, counseling them about the issues of a young marriage.  Last night  
we had dinner at their home, and it was so wonderful to see their growth as a couple since we were last with 
them.   Furthermore, their ministries have blossomed.  The wife is on the staff of the Institute for Middle Eastern  
Studies.  The husband is a missionary with Resurrection church working with the Syrian refugees.  He took a mission 
trip to Germany to work with refugees there which left him very energized for more mission. 
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Our Shoreline Community Association 
P. O. Box 287  

West Mystic, CT 06388-0287 

(860) 271-1681     OSCAforSeniors@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Join Us to Celebrate 15 Years of  the Village Movement! 
 

Beacon Hill Village in Boston has invited Villages around the country to  
participate “virtually” in an event featuring 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Atul Gawande, MD, MPH, 
author of the seminal book Being Mortal 

 
Our Shoreline Community Association “OSCA” 

Will broadcast the live event on 
 

February 13, 2017 
5:00-6:00 pm 

 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

(15 Pearl Street in Mystic) 
 

Dr. Gawande is a renowned surgeon, public health researcher and writer, who will speak about the 
value of community and opportunities as we grow older. 
 
While Dr. Gawande’s book title alludes to death, the stories in it are actually about life.  He  
describes people’s efforts to maintain autonomy as they age in the face of ingrained habits, 
cultural expectations and one-size-fits-all corporate offerings.  He includes the Village model as 
an option for assisting older adults in their efforts. 

 
 


