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NBC Anchor      
Newsletter of the Noank Baptist Church, Noank CT 

860.536.7129      www.noankbaptistchurch.org 

FEBRUARY 2019 

“Soup”er Bowl Sunday 
February 3 — 10:00 am 

 
Aside from cheering for the Patriots in Superbowl LIII, the 
children of the church invite you to bring cans of soup to 
church for their annual collection of food for the Groton 
Food Locker.  The collection began in late January and will culminate with a    
moment in worship for a blessing for those who will benefit from the Food 
Locker (which at present includes furloughed federal workers, of which 
there are many in Groton!)  Give generously as you CAN!! 

Music in the  

Meetinghouse 
 

 
Every week we look forward to the music of Sunday morning worship services, presented by our 
wonderful NBC adult and youth choir members and instrumentalists.  They are also regularly 
joined by special guests, with the several upcoming months featuring exciting visitors, each of 
whom will perform as featured soloists (with the Senior Choir and piano): 
 

February 27:  Chris Gregor, tenor 
An area "rising star," Chris Gregor is a senior at East Lyme High School 
where he performs with the school choir and acapella group, Rockapella.  He 
has also performed with the Connecticut Eastern Regional Choir, Honor 
Choir and Connecticut All State Concert Choir.  Chris is a member of Niantic 
Community Church men’s and gospel choirs.  The past four years, Chris has 
performed with the Junior Cabaret Fellows at the Eugene O’Neill Theater in 
August.  He has enjoyed singing and acting in both East Lyme High School’s 
and East Lyme Regional Theater’s drama productions.  Chris also enjoys  
playing piano, guitar and writing his own music, and has performed regularly  
He plans to major in Musical Theatre when goes off to college this Fall. 
 

April 14 (Palm Sunday): Megan Weikleenget, soprano 
Additional information will be presented in the April Newsletter 
 

May 12 (Mother's Day): Brian Cheney, tenor 
Additional information will be presented in the May Newsletter 
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 A common perception exists today that religion is on the way out.  Everywhere, weekly  
attendance is in decline, the average age of participants is older, money is tight, charitable  
outreach is dwindling, and religious facilities are showing disrepair.   
 However, public and private interest in spirituality has not waned throughout society.  People 

 of all ages continue to be intrigued by the meaning and mysteries of life and the perceived presence 
of a greater Being whom most call “God.”  The conventional beliefs still hold sway (God wants us to be 
good, love is important, compassion is noble, etc.), but a consistent dedication to rituals and religious prac-
tices has not.  There are many explanations (and excuses), but the bottom line is, people remain interested 
in spirituality in general, just not traditional organized religion in particular.  

Often overlooked in analysis is that traditional religion makes a life of faith appear more authentic 
and valid in the past than the present.  Conventional Christianity, for example, tends to focus on examining 
ancient biblical stories of faith, often at the exclusion of listening to and validating current ones.  In other 
words, it’s assumed one should believe without reservation the spiritual experiences of Sarah, David, Mary, 
and Paul as written in Scripture, but view with less interest (and likely skepticism) the experiences of any 
Sarah, David, Mary, or Paul we personally know.  Biblical characters are perceived to be uniquely and ex-
ceptionally inspired, larger than life, and capable of conveying the truth of God, whereas those outside of 
the pages of Scripture are not.  Average, ordinary scruffs like you and me might have interesting tales to 
tell, but they are only human stories, not divine messages worthy of reflection and discussion. 

However, this is a great misunderstanding on our part.  If we believe the Bible is grounded in actual 
human experience (even if stories have been edited and revised over 
time), then this means you and I are just as tenable as witnesses of di-
vine truth as were any of the great heroes of the faith. It’s easy to dis-
miss a divine voice speaking through us because all we consider is our 
human ordinariness, which hardly would make us credible as a divine 
messenger. We may overlook “God moments” at turning points in life 
because we figure we merely go where fate leads us.  Yet, that’s unlike-
ly; we usually follow our “heart” or “instincts.”  If meaning is to be de-
rived (and if all things happen for a reason) those are the very places 
where divine inspiration occurs; thus, our stories then are not as ordi-
nary, unremarkable and, consequently, private as we think. 

As you know, I compose mini-biographies of those honored at 
funerals or memorials for us to appreciate how people lived, where they 
came from, and how their lives unfolded, for better or for worse.  There 
are twists and turns, coincidences and deliberate choices, in every story 
that with a broader perspective can be more easily viewed as divinely 
inspired or guided. Certainly, not everything in a person’s life will be considered a “God moment” (worthy to 
reflect upon), but there are many we can cite once we ponder the journey taken.  We can imagine had this 
life gone in a different direction (lived elsewhere, pursued another career, married someone else, attended 
a different church, etc.), we wouldn’t have met the individual nor would they reflect the character we came 
to know.  This holds true for all of us.  The vicissitudes of life impact more than just the individual stories—
they also influence the life direction of many others (family, friends, colleagues, communities, et.al.).   

For this reason, the stories we tell are just as relevant to faith and spirituality as the ones we read 
about in ancient texts.  Each life shared is yet another example of how (or how not) to live and act and what 
(or what not) to love, value, think and believe—viewing in summary meaningful examples offering wisdom 
for us to follow.  In each person, God’s story becomes incarnate in some way—even in those who do not 
give evidence of it—because we gain insight and wisdom from the way a life has unfolded from birth to 
death.  God won’t speak to each of us in the same way; the lives we learn from will vary.  Still, no human 
story is irrelevant to the universal desire to explore and grasp the mysteries of life—the essential goal of 
deepening our spirituality. 

So, reflect upon and tell your story.  Listen to the way others tell theirs.  Perceive, as you can, the 
God moments where a person has been led to go in a certain direction and ponder the lessons learned 
from how things turn out.  For each life is a source of eternal wisdom and moral value—just like they were 
in ancient times.   
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News from around the Church Family 

   Our prayers and thoughts are with those who have had recent surgery, been in 
the hospital, received treatment, in rehabilitative care, or are recuperating at 
home:  Ina Petersen, Beverley Richardson, Alan Proctor, Brian McGlynn, 
Jenn Fake, Gabe Galouzis, Arlene Stamm, Vicki Burdick, and Cecil and 
Dianna Miller. 
 We express our condolences to Cynthia Borden and family upon the 

death of her husband, Bill, who died on January 3.  Bill’s colorful story was told at a celebration of 
his life held at the church on January 19.  Within a day of Bill’s death, Cynthia received the sad 
news that her sister, Joan Latham, also passed away.  We join in the church’s and community’s 
sorrow over the passing of Joan, embracing her husband, Dick, and family with love.  Joan’s life 
was honored and celebrated at a memorial service for her on January 26 at NBC.  
 Congratulations once again to the three from NBC who were part of the Fitch High School 
Chorus and Band that performed at the New Years Day parade in London, UK, as well as in vari-
ous venues near London.  Leah Galouzis and Ian Weigle are current students and Lizzie Lewis 
went as a Fitch alumna to sing in the chorus.  Lizzie was left off our list in the January Anchor. 
 Please remember our homebound and those in rehab/nursing care: Errol and Alicia 
Crossman (at home), Betty Guhl (Fairview), Ina Petersen (Apple, Mystic) and Cindy Booth 
(Sunny Lodge, New London). 

AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING 2019 
Cultivating Leaders Equipping Disciples  

HEALING COMMUNITIES 
March 3, 2019 

 
The theme for the America for Christ Offering 2019 is an appeal to “Healing Communities”, based 
on Galatians 6:9-10 which states:  “So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest 
time, if we do not give up.  So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially 
for those of the family of faith”.  This offering will begin on Sunday, March 3 and continue through-
out the month of March. 
     Additional information about this Offering will be in the March Newsletter.  Offering  
envelopes will be sent with the March Newsletter and will also be available in the pew racks 
throughout the month of March. 

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group 
Beginning At Masonicare at Mystic 

 
Masonicare Caregiver Support Group at Mystic, 45 Clara Drive, Mystic, will be presenting a group 
meeting for Alzheimer's caregivers the 3rd Wednesday of each month during the coming year, 
beginning March 20 from 6-7:30 pm.  If you wish to attend, please stop at the reception desk and 
get a visitors pass.  You will then be directed to the room where the meeting will be held. 
860-415-2451. 
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Children and Family Ministries 

Camp Wightman 2019 
“Live the Story” 

Time to register for summer camp! 
 

“An essential part of  camp is spiritual growth.  Campers come from 
many denominations or may have no church affiliation.  Campers  

experience music, worship, drama, Bible exploration, and prayer to touch their hearts.  Kids spend 
time sitting around a campfire, gazing at starry skies, exploring trails, floating in the lake, and  
bonding with friends.  Here campers can safely extend love and acceptance to others, and listen and 
respond to God’s call.”  
 
Noank Baptist Church supports Camp Wightman and can assist families to offset the price of the 
programs.  Program descriptions and registration forms can be found online at  
campwightman.org.  If you have questions about Camp Wightman, need assistance with  
registration, or want more information about NBC camp scholarships, please call Sue Robinson at 
860-536-7129 ext. 306.  Thank you for your interest and support of this wonderful summer camp 
and we expect each camper will enjoy a marvelous and memorable experience! 

 “Talent Show by Kids for Kids” 
March 3 – during Sunday School 

 

Kids Concert, “Make a Joyful Noise” is ramping up this year to invite kids with all different talents to 
perform in addition to the musicians.  Rumor has it that we have a dancer, a magician, and maybe 
even a few surprises.  Watch for more information coming soon. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

Noank Baptist Church 

August 5 - 9, 2019 

Children & Family Ministries-Upcoming Events 
 

February 3 – “Soup”-er Bowl Sunday 
February 10 – Valentine Party in Lighthouse Cove 
March 3 – “Talent Show by Kids for Kids” 
March 10 – Lenten Pretzels for all ages (after church) 
April 2 – Easter Community Craft Night 

 
If you have ideas for Children’s Ministry or would like to volunteer, please contact Sue Robinson. 
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FUSION YOUTH MINISTRY 
Welcome to the New Year at PBBC, UBC and NBC 

From Courtney Assad, Director 
 
    I hope everyone had a great break for the holidays and is going to have a stel-
lar 2019.   
    I just want to remind everyone that it is essential for me to receive RSVP’s 
for our events in advance so that I can properly prepare and have the correct 
number of adults and cars if we are driving somewhere.  I understand life gets busy, so I try to 
keep the forms as short as possible.  If you realize you can no longer attend, please text me at 860-
389-3904.  Thank you!!!! 
    Friday & Saturday, February 1 & 2—We will be in New York at St. John the Divine Cathe-
dral and will be participating in the Interspiritual version of the retreat.  This will give us a chance 
to explore other faith traditions in a beautiful setting.  We will spend some time in the city after-
wards this time. 
    February 17—This monthly meeting will be held at Poquonnock Bridge Baptist Church from  
4-6 pm. 

Property Ministries 
   In 2018, we were very busy in maintaining the Meetinghouse and Church 
Street House.  The exterior façade was replaced on the upper portion of the 
steeple, along with repairs due to rotted wood.  The roofs on the garage, Church 
Street House and the Meetinghouse were stripped and replaced. 
   In 2019, we have plans to install solar panels on the south roofs.  The installa-

tion should be taking place in the upcoming months.  We will also be replacing rotted trim and 
window work along the south and east walls of the Meetinghouse.   
 

     Property Ministries Coordinators 
     Jonathan Lane & Adrian Johnson 

 
 
 
First Congregational Church of Old Lyme 

2 Ferry Road, Old Lyme, CT 
Musicalmasterworks.org 

 

This is 28th season of Musical Masterworks with concerts in February, March and May.  Our own 
Rick Wyman is the Administrative Director and Outreach Coordinator. 
 

Saturday, February 9 @ 5:00 pm (pre-concert talk @ 4:00 pm) 
Sunday, February 10 @ 3 pm (pre-concert talk @ 2:00 pm) 
Tickets are $40, plus $5 for the pre-concert talks—available online or at the door. 
 

The concert will feature:  Jennifer Frautschi, violin 
    Jesse Mills, violin 
    Ettore Causa, viola 
    Nicholas Cords, viola 
    Wilhelmina Smith, cello 
    Edward Arron, cello 
 

Barrière:  Sonata in G Major for Two Cellos 
Schoenberg:  Verklärte Nacht for String Sextet, Opus 4 
Brahms:  String Sextet in G Major, Opus 36 
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MISSION NEWS 

 
Our church has received thank you’s from organizations to which we contribute—you 
might appreciate knowing about some of them and how they help persons in our  
community. 
 

THAMES RIVER COMMUNITY SERVICE , Norwich:  This is a 2 year transitional living 
program designed to support a family’s efforts to attain self-sufficiency and stability.  Many of 
these low-income families are headed by women between the ages of 18 and 24 with children  
under the age of 5.  This is the agency we partner with for the Church Street House. 
 
FELLOWSHIP HOUSE, Long Hill Rd., Groton:  Our donations went to purchase winter coats 
for their residents. 
 
HOMELESS HOSPITALITY CENTER, New London:  “Thank you for helping us build a bridge 
to permanent housing for hundreds of individuals in Southeastern CT.” 
 
ALLIANCE OF LIVING:  More than 250 received lifesaving services from Alliance for Living 
this year; from medication management to housing assistance to HIV testing to substance use  
disorder treatment.  There are still almost 400 people in New London who are not treating their 
HIV.  And even more friends, neighbors and loved ones are at risk of dying because of a substance 
use disorder.  Your help is needed now more than ever. 
 
HARTFORD SEMINARY:  Our multi-faith environment, as well as our proven ability to prepare 
leaders for the complex world that surrounds us, make us unique.  Through your support, our 
world is being healed, one Hartford Seminary student at a time. 
 
ALWAYS HOME (formerly MASH):  Thank you for adopting two of our families during this  
holiday season.  Your generosity brought smiles to those children when they woke up Christmas 
morning. 
 
BRIGHT STARS OF BETHLEHEM:  “Thank you for bringing hope to the children, students 
and families in Bethlehem and beyond this year.  Your gift of $100 to support the Annual Fund is 
an investment in the future of Palestine.  You are providing educational and cultural opportunities 
to youth and families in the region.” 

ST. FRANCIS HOUSE 
 

The Hospitality Team provides a meal each Wednesday of the month to 
St. Francis House in New London where Cal Robertson lives with six to 
eight other house mates.   
 
There is a sign-up sheet located on the table in the Narthex for  
congregates to sign as to when they can provide the meal.  Cal has diet restrictions, so if you need 
instructions as to what to make, please contact Betsey Goetsch and she will instruct you. 
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Live Well with Diabetes Workshop in 2019 
     Take charge of your diabetes or pre-diabetes today by registering for a FREE six-week Live 
Well with Diabetes Workshop and Cook Well Program through Ledge Light Health District.  These  
programs are for adults living with diabetes and/or their caregiver/partner.  Call Cindy to register 
or learn more about these and other diabetes programs being offered around the region at  
860-448-4883. 
     The program will introduce tools needed in day-to-day life.  Topics include monitoring blood 
sugar, foot care, communicating with family and health care providers, stress management, healthy 
eating, counting carbohydrates, what to do on sick days, action planning, physical activity and meal  
planning.  Live Well with Diabetes has been proven to increase self-management skills and the  
confidence needed to sustain a healthier lifestyle by preventing many of the complications  
associated with the disease. 
 
Groton Program 
Dates:  Tuesday, March 5, 12, 19, 26 & April 2 and 9 
Time:  5:30—8:00 pm 
Location:  Groton Senior Center 
To register, call 860-441-6785 

Soup-A-Thon @ PBBC, February 9 
 
Poquonnock Bridge Baptist Church is presenting their Second Annual  
Soup-A-Thon on February 9 from 5-6:30 pm at 1241 Poquonnock Road, 
Groton.  This Soup-A-Thon will feature over 10 different kinds of soup, bread 
and dessert—all for $10.  For additional information, call 860-445-6126. 

Groton Community Meals—Groton Senior Center 
     Groton Community Meals Program is available on Mondays every 
month at the Groton Senior Center from 6-7 pm.  This program  
operates year-round, is free and welcomes everyone.  Please note that no 
meal will be served if Groton Public Schools are closed or dismiss early 
due to inclement weather.  Several Noank Baptist volunteers help make 
this work every week.  Join them! 
     Transportation is available, by reservation only, for a fee of $2 by calling 860-441-6785.   

Interreligious Eco-Justice Network 
Mystic Congregational Church 

Sunday, February 24, 2019 
Sponsored by Mystic Area Ecumenical Council 

 
On February 24, Terri Eickel will be presenting a program on Environmental Justice at Mystic  
Congregational Church from 3-4:30 pm.  The interreligious Eco-Justice Network is Connecticut’s 
only faith-based environmental non-profit organization.  Committed to justice and grounded in 
hope, IREJN is a unifying voice for all people of faith dedicated to positive, hopeful action on  
behalf of earth.  IREJN is committed to the cause of justice and faithful stewardship with every 
living being on earth.  Admission is free and open to the public. 
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January Council News 
 
    The Council held their monthly meeting on Wednesday, January 9, 2019 
with 13 members and three proposed new members present.   
    Pastor Paul Hayes offered an opening prayer with special mention of the 
families of Bill Borden and Joan Latham. 
    The minutes from the December 5, 2018 meeting were accepted with a 
couple of corrections. 
    The church calendar was reviewed. with a change to the date of this meeting 
noted. 
    Pastor Hayes noted a busy Advent season with good energy and attendance.  
Especially of note was the Christmas Eve Family service which showed up on 
the front page of the New London Day paper on Christmas Day, above the 
fold.  More photos of the service were noted online.  He reminds all that  
reports for the annual report are due by Tuesday, January 15th.  The Annual 
meeting will be held on January 27th after the church service.   
    Finance has been busy finalizing records for 2018 and preparing the budget 
for 2019.  They reported that income in December was high with end of year 
pledge and pre-paid pledge donations from our generous congregation, as well 
as some additional income from the holiday Bazaar.  Expenses were also a bit 
higher than usual, but within the budget, as final mission payments and the 
payment on the snow removal contract were made.   

    A report from Spiritual Life noted the Advent activities with the Sunday school classes each giv-
ing a short presentation on the Advent themes of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love.  The well attended 
Christmas Eve family service featuring our many talented youth, was also noted again.  48 children 
are currently registered in the Sunday School program and at least 30  
children attend each week.  The Children and Family ministries team will be meeting to make plans 
for 2019 ministries, beginning with soup collection for “Soup”er Bowl Sunday.  The Fusion Youth 
Group sang carols at Academy Point and Mystic Healthcare.  They met at UBC for a Christmas 
party and will be meeting at NBC this Sunday with a bowling event planned on January 28.   
The CREDO program remains ongoing.  Frank Murdock is no longer teaching the adult Sunday 
School group, but it is being continued by lay members of the congregation for now.  Lay readers 
for Sunday services are still needed.  The Mystic River Chorale will be presenting a Beatitudes Mass 
for the Homeless on January 20 at 3PM at Harkness Chapel.   
    The property manager reports that the new roofs on the Meeting House, garage and Church 
Street House are finished.  Solar panel installation is pending approval from zoning .  It is expected 
that the panels will be installed in February.   
    Nominees for the 2019 council were reviewed and endorsed for presentation and approval at the 
Annual business meeting on January 27.   
    The proposed budget was reviewed with a couple of proposed changes that will be made and the 
revised budget sent by email for council review and approval.   
    The photo directory is in production with a draft for review expected soon.   
    The next Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 6, 2019 at 7 pm.  All are  
welcome to attend.  Full council meeting minutes are available upon request. 
 
    Respectfully Submitted, 

     Bonnie Banks, clerk 

Council Members 
Moderator:  Charles Anderson 
Clerk:  Bonnie Banks 
Treasurer:  Jane Templeton 
Asst Treas:  Debbie Bates 
Finance:        Jennifer Johnson 
                      Carol Spunar 
Property:        Adrian Johnson 
                  Jonathan Lane 
Spiritual Life: Valerie King 
   Shannon Weigle 
Comm. Life Deb Garmon  
 Steve Gordon 
Staff Relations:Kim Johnson 
At Large: Sherrie Neilson 
 Deb Thompson 
 Ed Johnson 
 Oliver Porter 


