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NBC Anchor      
Newsletter of the Noank Baptist Church, Noank CT 

860.536.7129      www.noankbaptistchurch.org 

JANUARY 2019 

ANNUAL MEETING 
Sunday, January 27, 2019 after worship @ 11:15 am 

 

We are welcoming another year with our Annual Business Meeting of the  
Noank Baptist Church, which will be held on Sunday, January 27, 2019 in the sanctuary  
immediately following worship.  We hope that it will be a convenient time for members to attend.  
Soup and bread will be served in the Vestry after the meeting so you won’t go hungry!   

All are welcome to attend. 
 

Annual Reports are due into the church office by  

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

175th Anniversary Directory and History Update 
 
The final photos have been taken and the directory is in process of layout and editing. Thank 
you for participating in this project which will result in a useful resource for our church.  We 
hope to have the directories available by mid-February, once all the final edits are completed. 
 
The 175th accounting of our church history is also nearing its completion, with final writing 
and editing.  We hope to complete it soon after New Year’s and have it ready for printing—
perhaps even later in the month of January.  Thanks to Bonnie Banks and Tim Bates, in par-
ticular, for taking the lead on these projects. 

“Soup”er Bowl Sunday 
 
The children of the church are once again collecting cans of 
soup January 20 through January 27.  There will be a box  
available in the Narthex for your convenience.  The soup will be 
distributed to the Groton Food Locker.  Generous donations in the past has made it possible for us 
to donate over 600 cans of soup in 5 years! 
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  Whenever I do a benediction at the end of worship, it usually comes in the moment as I walk down the aisle.  
  I rely greatly on being inspired and trusting God’s Spirit to give me appropriate words to  say (which doesn’t 
  always occur when I get distracted, tongue-tied, or foggy-headed).  Fortunately, most of the time something 
  comes forth that fits the theme of the day as a liturgical send-off.  Afterward, I rarely recall what I said, which 
  is why I attribute the blessing to the heavenly Muse. 

      On occasion, a word of grace will stick in my brain because I’m startled by its meaning for me, personally.  
Such was the case on the fourth Sunday of Advent with the theme, love.  As I was proceeding down the aisle, I gave voice to an 
acronym that summarized love’s expression and challenge:  L—living it; O—offering it; V—valuing it; E—experiencing it.  When 
finished, I was impressed by the serendipitous wordplay, but even more by how it spoke to my own heart, i.e., love is more 
demanding of us than it often seems. 

Granted, love is not a hard concept to understand, but it is challenging to put into practice.  Love as an idea has been 
examined exhaustively throughout civilization, from philosophers and theologians (who ponder its ideals) to writers,  
composers, and poets (who romanticize/eroticize its affection).  Love’s true test, though, is in how it plays out in ordinary  
circumstances and relationships.  For one thing, many false assumptions are made.  Attraction for another can inspire feelings 
of “genuine” love, yet more likely they are due to infatuation or personal need. Or love may be assumed in a household where 
affection is rarely, if ever, expressed.  Yet, is that love at work or does it have more to do with custom, comfort, and  
convenience when people remain together?  It’s presumed to be love, but it may be lukewarm at best. 

Love, it would seem, requires more from us than temporary sensual attraction or life-long habits of accommodation; 
love in its authentic nature is a generative force of spiritual energy that compels us to live, act, and sacrifice for others in ways 
that, in turn, transform us personally.  Love is a spirit we consciously live with and conscientiously live into.  It is manifest in a 
circular pattern of mutual self-giving, one to another.  We do for another what we seek for ourselves.  It begins when we 
attend to and empathize with another—to understand who they are, what they think, how they feel, what they need, what 
brings them security and peace, and the like.  This is an important first step because, as a rule, we tend to filter everything  
another says and does through our own needs and desires or how we feel about them.  A spirit 
of love urges us—no. compels us—to step outside of ourselves to engage the other person  
empathetically with attention and care—to live into their life, as it were. This takes effort—
there’s no lazy way to be attentive and listen.  To live into the spirit of love means to consciously 
make it the primary motivation for engaging another—to set aside one’s own needs,  
preoccupations, and interests to compassionately engage those of another.  To do otherwise 
really benefits no one; it only appeals to a one’s own natural selfishness, which limits interest in 
others or provokes emotional reaction or sensual yearning to control the moment.  Instead, 
genuine love means consciously focusing on the other and living into love’s selfless spirit. 

Love also is self-giving.  We offer help to those we love for them to attain a better state 
in life.  Generosity and mercy arise out of care and compassion one feels.  Offering love to the other through emotional  
support and material resources (as needed and appropriate) is the way to respond to them.  It comes like an energizing force 
of goodwill and joy to offer what one can out of love for another.  Love, as a generative spiritual force is marked by generosity, 
as the root word implies. In practice, however, one must be careful and considerate, since benevolence can take over to the 
point where it becomes overwhelming, because the spirit of love is what is at work, unleashed if selfishness is replaced by 
selfless concern for another (or one can also give for selfish motivations).  When what is offered is appreciated by the receiver, 
then the relationship is more likely to be highly valued, binding people together with each act of kindness and consideration, 
especially when generosity and care are reciprocal and mutual.  It’s wonderful to see people truly love each other, because to 
be together is spiritually renewing, rather than just a duty or burden.  When a relationship is at its best, people experience the 
spiritual bliss of selfless love.  Again, it will only be authentic when love is expressed mutually—when all parties offer and  
receive the attention, kindness, empathy, and merciful love that binds them together.  In practice, love is meant to be a  
circle—a circle of mutual reciprocity in Living it, Offering it, Valuing it, and Experiencing it, as God inspires LOVE to be.   

When I’ve pondered what this means in practice, I feel challenged by moments and memories where I should have 
expended greater effort—more attention and empathy—to make relationships better than they are.  I value the love I  
experience, but there’s more love to give than I sometimes allow.  It has made me realize how the word “love” is overused and 
how dishonest people are in their commitment to it.  Love has a higher standard than what many people are willing to bargain 
for or attain.  Yet, if the divine testimony revealed in Jesus teaches us anything, it is this: self-giving love is the most inspiring 
spirit life offers and the most cherished gift to receive.   

So, my benediction upon 2018 to us all is this: May we receive all the providence necessary to live well in the coming 
year.  More importantly, may we be wise to make loving relationships our soul’s desire and resolution, for in the time we are 
given, nothing else truly matters. 
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News from around the Church Family 

    

 Our prayers and thoughts are with those who have had recent surgery, been in 
the hospital, received treatment, in rehabilitative care, or are recuperating at 
home:  Alicia Crossman, Bill Borden, Joan Latham, Kim Johnson, Patty 
Buck, Brian McGlynn, Jenn Fake, Jean Dick, Gabe Galouzis, Cecil and 
Dianna Miller, Arlene Stamm, John Goetsch, and Katy Andersen Nelsen.  

 We express our condolences to the family of Marion Fey, who died on November 28 and 
memorial service was held December 8 at NBC.  Marion was active in the church before moving to 
Florida a decade ago.  She served on the Board of Directors (including as President) for the Noank 
Baptist Group Homes in the early 1990s; she also chaired the church Holiday Bazaar, along with 
Shirley Sebastian, at that same time. 
 Many were stunned and saddened by the sudden and unexpected death of Phyllis  
Littlefield on December 26.  For years, Phyllis has been seen singing in her regular role as an alto 
for the Senior Choir, even at the late Christmas Eve service the year.  She will be greatly missed.  
Her husband, Peter, sons Prescott and William along with their families, will be embraced by this 
church family and their friends at Stone-Ridge, as well as many in Noank Village where year-round, 
Peter and Phyllis would walk around town.  At the time of this writing, a service of remembrance 
for Phyllis at the church has not been scheduled.   
 We are delighted to know that Leah Galouzis and Ian Weigle are part of the Fitch High 
School band and chorus that traveled to London to participate in London’s New Year’s parade on 
January 1.  They will have many memories to share upon their return! 

Please remember our homebound and those in rehab/nursing care: Errol and Alicia 
Crossman (at home), Betty Guhl (Fairview), and Cindy Booth (Sunny Lodge, New London). 
  

Christmas Giving Tree 
 
Thank you to all who contributed to the Christmas Giving Tree this year.  With a 
total of 78 gifts, we were able to help about eight families have a much happier 
Christmas!  All the gifts came in on time (we were especially happy to have the 
ones that were due on December 9 arrive that day!).  Congratulations to you all!!  
We especially thank the committee:  Bonnie Banks, Marge Murdock and   
Barbara Williams for their hard work organizing this annual event. 

Credo:  This I Believe Series 
 

The series entitled “This I Believe” will resume at 7:00 pm on Sunday, January 13 in the Parlor.  
This will consist of listening and responding to two or three essays, which offer a lively discussion 
of interesting topics of all types.  Each “credo” is insightful and thought-provoking.  These spoken 
“credos” come from the archives of NPR over the past 60 years, involving the reflections of  
celebrities, notable leaders, and average people.  All are welcome to join us on the second Sunday 
evening of each month through May. 
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Children and Family Ministries 

Community Christmas Craft Night 2018 was a magical 
evening.  More than 65 children brought their grown-
ups to share in the festivities.  The energy in the Vestry 
was abuzz with joy, delight and laughter.  It was a fun 
night!  Lisa Knobloch created this event more than 
20 years ago and has been faithful to making sure 
this community gathering happens each year!  It is 
the dedication of Lisa and her team of volunteers that 
make this evening possible!  Thank you from the  
hundreds of children and parents who have enjoyed 
these times together! 

During Advent, the Sunday School children offered to the  
congregation during worship what Advent meant to them.   

 

The First was:  The Meaning of  Hope to a Child  
by the Intermediate Class 

 
 
 
 

The Second was: The Meaning of  Peace to a Child  
by the Primary Class 

 
 
 
 

The Third was: The Meaning of  Joy to a Child  
by the Middle School Class 

 
 
 
 
 

The Fourth was:  The Meaning of  Love to a Child  
by the High School Class 

 

**********************************************************************************************************



 

January 2019                                        The NBC Anchor                                                           Page 5 

The Living Nativity Christmas Eve Family Service 

  The Lighting of the Advent Wreath by the Ruggeri Family 

Austin serving as 
one of the two 

narrators, along 
with Ariah. 

 
Did you see the 

pics of this service 
in The Day of New 

London on  
Christmas Day? 
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FUSION YOUTH MINISTRY 

Bowling at High Rollers Luxury Lanes 
Saturday, January 5  

2:00—4:00 pm 
Let’s start off the new year with some indoor fun!  Join the group for some bowling at High  
Rollers Luxury Lanes at Foxwoods.  If you haven’t been, this is an awesome experience.  We will 
have some snacks and friendly competition.  Bring $17 to cover shoe rental and two games of 
bowling. 

Nightwatch at  
St. John the Divine Cathedral 

Friday-Saturday, February 1-2 
 
Please mark your calendars for this year’s trip to Nightwatch.  This 
year we will be participating in the Interspiritual version of the retreat.  
This will give us a chance to explore other faith traditions in a beautiful setting.  I hope to have a 
larger group this year because it is an amazing evening.  We will spend some time in the city  
afterwards this time and return Saturday evening.  Please reserve your spot early so we can 
purchase tickets before they sell out! 

On December 14, some of our youth met to 
sing carols to the residents at various local  
nursing homes.   

The Youth Group met at Union 
Baptist Church on Sunday,  
December 16 for their annual 
Christmas Party.  They made  
gingerbread houses and had a 
yankee swap.  A fun time was 
had by all. 
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WISH LIST FOR CAMP WIGHTMAN 
 
Camp Wightman has a wish list for 2019 as follows: 
 
Coffee & coffee filters  Reams of copy paper-white (8” by 11”) 
Paper goods   Gently used area rug (6’x 8’ or 8’x 10’) 

      Zippered pillowcase covers 
 
If you have any questions about any of the items on the wish list, please contact Holly Blacker at 
860-376-2179. 

Hats for Hope Project 
 
This is our 9th year of the Hats for Hats for Hope Project.  We  
distribute between 300-400 hats each year to the Cancer Society, 
homeless shelters, W.A.R.M., community kitchens, children’s  
hospitals and various schools to be distributed to children who are 
in need of a warm hat.   
 
We need your help again to replenish our stock of hats.  The hats can be knitted or crocheted and 
can be made for both adults and children.  If you can help make hats or wish to donate yarn (no 
wool please), contact Sandy Mansfield at 860-445-6208. 

Thank You Letter from Claude Chester School 
 
Dear Congregational Members of Noank Baptist Church, 
     On behalf of Claude Chester School, I want to thank you for your continued kindness towards 
our school. 
     Last year, your donations helped in creating 398 Breakfast Bags that were distributed to our  
students over November, December and April school breaks.  Your generous donations this year 
will go directly towards this same school initiative over April break. 
     We are very appreciative to your community and are so happy to continue working together!  I 
wish you all a safe and happy New Year! 
    Sincerely, 
    Jamie Giordano 
    Principal, Claude Chester School 

Deadline for Annual Report and February newsletter 
 
The deadline for submission of your article for the Annual Report is Tuesday, 
January 15, 2019.  Please be prompt with your submission as the Annual  
Meeting is Sunday, January 27, 2019. 

 
The deadline for submission of your articles for the February Newsletter is  
Friday, January 18, 2019.   
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Hospitality Committee Needs Your Help 
 
Drinks and food are available in the Parlor after the worship service.  There is a host for each  
Sunday.  However, we are looking for someone to take charge of the 5th Sunday of the month.  
Coffee and juice is provided.  Often there is food in the freezer and on the shelves in the kitchen 
off the Parlor.  If you have any questions or are interested, please contact Betsey Goetsch. 

Corner Closet 
 
The Evening Circle manages the Corner Closet, which is located at the 
corner of Main and Pearl Streets here in Noank.  Since the store reopened, 
the donations have been very generous and we thank you very much.  This 
month we bought 80 new pajamas for Groton Human Services to  
distribute to their clients.  We also wrote checks to Groton Food Bank, 

Mystic River Homes and Claude Chester vacation food project.  Come in and see us Wednesday 
Friday and Saturday from 10 am to 2 pm. 

Noank Baptist Church has shared in various ministries and organizations as displayed on the  
Giving Tree.   
 
One of the organizations that NBC supports is Noank Community Support Services.  Noank  
Community Support Services was formerly known as Noank Baptist Group Homes and was  
located here at NBC—they now are located at 306 Thames Street. 
 
They serve a wide range of young people at its three group homes, Anderson House (formerly 
Main Street House), Clift House (formerly High Street House) and Grey Farm (located in Ledyard).  
These young people include refugee children, adolescent girls removed by the state from their  
family homes, and young (18-24 years of age) homeless adults.  This latter group, homeless young 
adults, are housed at Anderson House.  There they receive the opportunity to continue their  
education leading to a GED and to gain skills useful for employment.  They also receive assistance, 
not only in getting a suitable job, but in finding regular housing and the ability to support  
themselves financially.   
 
The Noank Baptist congregation continues to be very supportive of the work with these young 
adults year-round and especially at Christmas.  Each of the young adults presently at Anderson 
House received a $25 gift card during the holiday season.  And, on an on-going basis, Anderson 
House itself receives gifts of bedding and towels from church members to be given to the young 
adults when they leave the house and go out on their own.  So, many thanks to you who help with 
these gifts 

Storm Closings 
In the rare event of cancellation of Sunday services or a church-wide activity due to weather  
conditions, notice is included in the storm closings and broadcast on Channels 3, 8 and 30.  In 
any case of inclement weather, all are encouraged to use their own judgment. 
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Mystic River Chorale 
 

COME JOIN OUR 35TH SEASON 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY20, 2019 @ 3:00 PM 
HARKNESS CHAPEL AT CONNECTICUT COLLEGE 

270 Mohegan Avenue, New London, CT 
 

                Henry Mollicone: 
                Beatitude Mass:  For the Homeless 

              Mystic River Chorale & Orchestra 
          Eden Castell, soprano; Richard Weidlich, baritone 

           Frank Martignetti, Artistic Director 
                         To purchase tickets, call 860-460-1487or visit www.mysticriverchorale.org 

2019 Global Baptist Peace Conference 

July 15-20, 2019  —  Cali, Colombia 
 
The last conference in 2009 drew 450 people to Rome, Italy—mostly Baptists 
from around the world committed to justice and peacemaking.  Pastor Hayes 
was one of the conference planners and is once again for the next conference, 
which will be held in Cali, Colombia on the campus of Unibautista.  The  
program will be a mix of worship, seminars, workshops, and a day  
highlighting the extraordinary peace accord reached between the Colombian government and the 
FARC rebels, ending a 60-year war.  Made possible by the participation of religious leaders, the 
Peace Accord serves as a model for ending many low-intensity conflicts around the world (the 
President of Colombia received the Nobel Peace Prize for it).  So far, the Noank Baptist  
delegation includes: Conner & Rick Wyman, Lizzie Lewis, Marti & John Bradshaw,  
Prudence Holden, and Pastor Hayes.  If you are interested in attending, speak to Pastor Hayes.  
If you would like to help underwrite some of the costs, please make your tax-deductible gift to the 
Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America/Bautistas por la Paz at www.bpfna.org designating 
your gift to the “Global Baptist Peace Conference”. 

Always Home—Preventing Family Homelessness 
Formerly Mystic Area Shelter & Hospitality, Inc. 

 
HOME is at the heart of all that Always Home does.  For the past 20 years, Always Home has  
pursued one mission—Preventing Family Homelessness.  They work in countless ways to keep 
families housed and to help parents create lasting stability for their children.  Always Home  
focuses exclusively on serving families with minor children.  They strive to keep families in their 
own housing and out of emergency shelter so that children never have to experience the trauma of  
being homeless.  With their caring case management support, families are able to overcome their 
immediate housing crisis and begin building a more stable future.  Sometimes it's as simple as  
helping a family pay for a costly car repair so that they can get to their job, earn an income and pay 
the rent.  To learn more about Always Home, visit their website www.alwayshome.org 



 

January 2019                                        The NBC Anchor                                                           Page 10 

December Council News 
   The Council held their monthly meeting on Wednesday, December 5, 2018 with 
13 members and one non-member present.  The meeting was called to order by 
moderator Charlie Anderson.  Pastor Paul Hayes offered an opening prayer. 
   The minutes from the November 7, 2018 meeting were accepted as written. 
   The church calendar was reviewed. with no changes noted.   
   Pastor Hayes provided a written report of activities during the month of  
November noting especially the annual Holiday Bazaar, 2019 Stewardship campaign 
and a very meaningful Thanksgiving Sunday where some of the youth shared the 
“Stories of Our Saints”.  He completed the Bible Study at the end of the month not-
ing that offering the study both Tuesday evening and Wednesday morning seemed to 
work out well.  The Deacons Membership class had four people in attendance.   
Sarah and Rick Arriaga will receive the Hand of Fellowship on December 16 and the 
other two individuals will wait until summer to receive their baptism in the Mystic 
River.  He attended the ABCUSA “Space for Grace” conference , sponsored by 
American Baptist Home Missions from November 14 to 16 in Philadelphia  He  
continues to be busy with various pastoral care matters, as well as planning for the 
Global Baptist Peace Conference.   
   Finance reported that the checking account remains healthy.  The income from the 
Holiday Bazaar was over budget and income from Pledges and Gifts was enhanced 
by some members pre-paying pledges for 2019.  Expenditures were somewhat high 
with our contribution toward the salary of the Fusion Youth Group leader and  

mission support payments, which brings us to about 90% of our budgeted mission support paid.  Non-Operating 
spending from Major Maintenance were also high as expected for repair and renovations being made.  
   A report from Spiritual Life activities acknowledges thanks to Meredith for leading the youth in presenting the 
‘Stories of our Saints” in honor of our 175th Anniversary.  Christmas Community Craft night had a huge attend-
ance with approximately 65 children and 30 adults attending.  Thanks to Lisa Knobloch and all the dedicated  
volunteers.  Most of December will be spent preparing for the Living Nativity on Christmas Eve.  Several fami-
lies will be away but we will have over 25 children attending.  There are two new children who have been  
attending Sunday School regularly.  The youth group met at PBBC this month with about 10 youth attending, 
two from Noank.   
   Community Life and Outreach notes that OSCA will be hosting a variety of activities during the month of  
December including a card party and a couple of holiday celebrations.  The Giving Tree is set up with gifts being 
provided for 8 families.  The Corner Closet is doing well.  They purchased 79 pairs of pajamas for Groton  
Community Services.  Help with the Sunday Fellowship hour will be needed in the new year.   
   The 175th Anniversary Committee reports that the photo directory is moving forward.  151 individuals and 5 
dogs were photographed in November with another 76 individuals registered to be photographed later this 
month.  A few people who were not able to attend a session have submitted photos and Deb. Thompson will be 
taking pictures of homebound members.  It is anticipated that the completed directory will be submitted for 
printing in early January.  A revised History of Noank Baptist Church is being reviewed by Paul now.  Videos of 
the 150th Anniversary Celebration have been found and are being put onto a DVD.  If others have videos of 
church activities they are encouraged to donate them as well.  Plans are being made to have a Movie Matinee 
Event sometime in the new year to show the movies as well as photos taken from the various 175th Anniversary 
Activities.   
   The property managers report that the roof work is basically done with a few details to be completed.   
Discussions regarding the Solar Panels are ongoing.  
   Nominees for open Council Positions were reviewed and approved by the council for presentation to the  
Congregation at the Annual Meeting.   
   2019 Ministry Budgets need to be submitted to Jane Templeton.   
   The next Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 9th, 2019 at 7 pm.  All are welcome to attend.  
Full council meeting minutes are available upon request. 

Bonnie Banks,    Church Clerk 

Council Members 
Moderator:  Charles Anderson 
Clerk:  Bonnie Banks 
Treasurer:  Jane Templeton 
Asst Treas:  Debbie Bates 
Finance:        Jennifer Johnson 
                      Carol Spunar 
Property:        Adrian Johnson 
                  Jonathan Lane 
Spiritual Life: Valerie King 
   Shannon Weigle 
Comm. Life Deb Garmon  
 Steve Gordon 
Staff Relations:Kim Johnson 
At Large: Sherrie Neilsen 
 Deb Thompson 
 Ed Johnson 
 Oliver Porter 


