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Vacation Bible School 2015 
August 3-7, 9:00 am to Noon 

REGISTER NOW!! 
 

Please see page 4 of the Anchor for more details 

Summer Services at Noank Baptist 
 

Early Service @ 8:00 am—Each week a different topic and leader will guide 
participants in a time of song, reflection, study, prayer and discussion.  It is 
an informal gathering in the Parlor, so you can wear your casual clothes and 

even shorts!  There are still a few opening for those who would like to lead a discussion or plan a 
service.  Call the church office if interested. 
Later Service @ 10:00 am—Our traditional worship will take place each Sunday with Pastor 
Hayes or guests preaching and a variety of musical talents to inspire us. 
Fellowship Hour @ 11:00 am—A time to gather for refreshments and to mingle with friends.  
Are you willing to help out one time over the summer months?  If so, please call the church office 
to let us know. 

Leslie Merwin in Concert 
Friday, August 21, 2015  — 7:30 pm 

 
Award-winning pianist, Leslie Merwin, will perform at NBC, bringing her 
talent for a delightful evening concert in our sanctuary.  A graduate from 
Julliard, Leslie has appeared as soloist for orchestras in the U.S. and 
Europe.  Among her awards and honors, she received first prize in the 1985 Young 
Keyboard Artist  
Association International Competition, the Debussy Prize of the Alliance Françoise of 
New York, and awards from the Comite Roussel in Paris and the Concert Artists Guild.  
She serves as the pianist for the Mystic River Chorale and the Gilbert and Sullivan  
Society.  The public is welcome.   
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 When I was a child growing up in Maine, I longed for summer days and freedom from 
my normal school “daze.”  I’d look forward to exploring the woods near our camp, berry-picking 
in fields, and lying out on the grass in our backyard to watch the clouds waft across the sky. 
There was a sense that life was everywhere—not just in the chirping birds and squirrels darting 
across the lawn, but in the grass, trees, and stones of their habitat.  Even the clouds overhead 
would take on meaning, with varying shapes imagined to be people, animals, or even the eyes 
of God in the heavens.  Nothing in my line of vision lacked a spirit of vitality or essence when I 

was young.  We were all connected and part of an amazing company of sentient creatures. 
 Over time I lost my sense of this, as I had less time to lie down in backyards and a diminished 
appreciation of the interrelatedness of life.  I came to associate “life” with that which was animate,  
distinct from that which was not.  I placed less value on lower forms and could kill and destroy more 
primitive forms of flora and fauna without regard (insects, plants, etc.), because they were “pests” or 
“useless weeds” rather than distinct forms of created life.  In good conscience, I considered the divine 
image as limited uniquely to the human species, with all other creatures, large and small, on land and in 
water, as mainly objects useful for the convenience and benefit of sustaining human life.  It was a  
perspective reinforced by virtually every practical and moral influence upon me.  It is also a paradigm of 
power that has exploited the planet—its population and its resources—for centuries. 
 Consequently, given the dreadful realities of climate change, such a utilitarian view of nature is 
now threatening the survival of all forms of life.  Another recent study by researchers from Stanford, 
Princeton, and UC-Berkeley published in late June, reported that we are entering a period of “mass  
extinction” similar to that which ended the age of dinosaurs.  Vertebrates are becoming extinct at a rate 
114 times faster than would normally occur (http://advances.sciencemag.org/content/1/5/e1400253.full).  
The pace in numbers of species that have been lost in the past century alone is startling, since it should 
normally occur over the course of 10,000 years!  Researchers wrote: 

Our analysis emphasizes that our global society has started to 
destroy species of other organisms at an accelerating rate,  
initiating a mass extinction episode unparalleled for 65 million 
years...Avoiding a true sixth mass extinction will require rapid, 
greatly intensified efforts to conserve already threatened  
species and to alleviate pressures on their populations—notably 
habitat loss, overexploitation for economic gain, and climate 
change…However, the window of opportunity is rapidly closing.  
(quoted in The Huffington Post, 6/22/2015) 

This adds more evidence to the claim that the sustainability and balance 
of the planet is reaching a point beyond redemptive recovery.  Global 
warming and climate change are no longer classroom theories; they are 
the realities of nature in the woods, on the waters, along the shores, 
throughout the skies, and around the world, all the while  
biodiversity is reduced and species lost forever.  We are experiencing environmental suicide, with life 
forms disappearing at an alarming rate due to the breakdown of habitats and depletion of food sources.  
Environmental conservation can no longer be a matter of endless debate; it will be the central concern 
for human survival for coming generations! 
 The timing of this study, along with Pope Francis’ encyclical on the environment, adds to the 
growing chorus of those calling for a fundamental change in our exploitation of nature.  It’s not just a  
debate over science or economics; it’s a moral demand imposed upon us for the sake of preserving life 
on this planet!  Most major religious bodies have raised with alarm the trend in the past two centuries 
toward planetary self-destruction.  The foolishness of our politicians is evident in that far too many still 
view global climate change as merely a political issue—something to be debated or debunked in the 
halls of Congress.  That is the height of arrogance before the entire world’s population, particularly in 
high impact regions where rising sea levels and altered weather patterns threaten human and animal 
survival.  Addressing climate change, as scientists, governmental and non-governmental agencies, and 
spiritual leaders around the world rightly claim, is a moral imperative—not a political inconvenience.   
 Perhaps, the ones who best surmised the interrelatedness of life were the ancients, who often 
viewed spirits within every object that existed.  Though we may not embrace pantheism as theology, 
valuing life and the inherent sacredness of all things on earth is something to rediscover and affirm.  We 
can appreciate the value of all things because the entire ecosystem is what helps us sustain life in a bal-
anced way.  To lose part is to affect all.  To unconscionably lose significant species at the present rate is 
sheer madness!  The human race will cease to have a future if we callously and carelessly and deliber-
ately destroy that habitat in which we exist!  If we don’t wake up to this reality, to paraphrase Jesus, 
“even the stones will cry out!”  
                                                                         (Continued on the following page) 
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News from around the Church Family 

    Our prayers and thoughts are with those who have had recent surgery, 
been in the hospital, received treatment, in rehabilitative care, or are recuperating 
at home: Ken Johnson, Joan Laursen, Joanne Hart, Trux Brodhead, Gene 
Brustolon, Gary Reas, Nancy Treadway, Arleen Stamm, Ginny Colbeth, 
Mimi Avery, Diana & Cecil Miller, and Tom Lewis.   
 We are especially delighted that Diana Miller has finally received a new 
kidney in mid-June in Kansas City, MO.  Diana has been waiting for years for a 

kidney transplant and, even since she and her husband, Cecil, left Groton for the Midwest, she has 
been depending upon her spiritual home in Noank to sustain her spirits!  Pastor Hayes will visit the 
Millers when he attends the ABCUSA Biennial in Overland Park, KS.  

We also remember Mary Elizabeth Penrod, Nancy Treadway’s sister, who is in fragile 
health in a Las Vegas hospital.  Mary Elizabeth grew up in Noank on High Street. 

Our sympathies are extended to the family of Henrietta Spader, who passed away on June 
12.  Henrietta was quite active in the Groton Long Point community for many years.  Our condo-
lences are also with the family of Will Clark, who died suddenly at 43.  His spouse, Tara, and chil-
dren have been very active in our summer VBS program for years. 

Please remember our homebound and those in rehab/nursing care: Mimi Avery (at home), 
Ruth Hodgson (at home), Errol and Alicia Crossman (at home), Betty and Gene Brustolon 
(at home), Ken Knobloch (at home), Betty Guhl (Fairview), Millie Jensen (Fairview), and Cindy 
Booth (Sunny Lodge, New London). 

Summer Congregational Meeting 

Wednesday, July 22 

6:00 pm—Potluck Supper in Vestry 

7:00 pm—Business Meeting 

Church Office Hours from June 29 to August 3 
 
Our summer church office hours, starting on Monday, June 29 will be Monday—Friday from 9:00 
am to 12:00 pm.  Regular office hours from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm will resume on Monday, August 3. 

(Continued from the previous page) 
 
 I grieve for our children and our children’s children if the future is not altered by redemptive ef-
forts to save the earth from further destruction and loss.  They will face a world not of their own making, 
but one made by the choices and negligence of their parents and grandparents.  The time to act is now 
to support efforts to save life, in all of its forms and states, so that we may stave off the worst of trends 
and outcomes. 
 In so doing, the greatest gift we may leave the coming generations is the hope that the air they 
breathe, the water they drink, and the land they inherit will sustain them as it once did the ancients, as 
well as the promise that lazy summer afternoons will still spark the imaginations of children with endless 
signs of life.     
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Children and Family Ministries 
 

Vacation Bible School 
August 3-7, 2015 

 
 
 
 
 

It is time to register for NBC’s 2015 VBS G-Force!  Come 
join us August 3-7, 2015 from 9 am to noon.  G-Force is for 
children ages 4-11.   
     It will be an exciting week where kids will explore how to 
put their faith into ACTION.  In this mission-focused VBS, 
kids experience God’s unstoppable love and discover how to 
fuel up and move in and through life with God.  Watch kids 
come alive with movement and images of all sorts of kid-

friendly transportation.  Watch the G-Force meter climb, illustrating how God is at work around 
the world and how God’s people are on the move.   
     Register NOW at www.noankbaptistchurch.org or call the church office at 860-536-7129 for 
more information 

ALL ARE WELCOME 

Children’s Sunday 
 
God’s Love, butterflies, bows, and balloons filled the sanctuary on Children’s Sunday.  The Call to 
Worship was a reminder that “God is in all of us” if we look at the simple treasures in our  
interactions with others.  Children shared their understanding of praising God with music,  
learning Bible stories with drama, sharing ways they can serve, and giving God thanks.  We  
recognized the musical ministry of Scott Weaver, thanked our Sunday school teachers, and  
congratulated our high school graduates; Elizabeth Jennerwein & Conor O’Donnell.  A slideshow 
created by Shannon Weigle shared our times of learning & fun, reminding us of the memories we 
made over the year.    

God was everywhere and in all of  us! 

Summer Friendship Gathering 
During the 10:00 am worship service, children K-4th grade are  
welcome to come down to the vestry for a “summer friendship  
gathering”.  We will harness the energy of these young ones to have 
fun, listen to short Bible stories, create crafts and join in games.   
 
Nursery Care will be provided for children up to four years of age in the Day Nursery School 
rooms.   
 
If you would like to help with a class or volunteer in the nursery, please see Sue Robinson. 
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CHILDRENS SUNDAY 2015 
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Camp Wightman—List of Campers 
 
 
 
 

       Camp Attending 
 Heather Klapik     Adults with Special Challenges 
 Lizzie Lewis     Dangerous & Daring 
       LEAD 
       Summer’s Last Blast 
 Desirae Rinkes     LEAD 
 Jalen Bell     Wightman Goes Hollywood 
 Keeley Bell     Wightman Goes Hollywood 
 Noah Johnson     Campolodeon 
 Ellis MacKay     Outrageous 
 Carly Straub     Summer’s Last Blast 
 Ian Straub     Summer’s Last Blast 
 Akira Reas     Wightman Goes Hollywood 

Camp Wightman Bluegrass Festival 
August 22-23, 2015 

 
     Camp Wightman is an alcohol and drug free property.  The festival 
is a rain or shine event.  Sheltered spaces are available for inclement 
weather.  Lodging options include Retreat Centers (semi-private rooms 
with two, three or four twin beds per room; shared bathrooms; perfect 
for married couples or individual adults) and spacious summer cabins 
(bunk bed accommodations for 10 and shared bathrooms; perfect for 
families or groups of friends).  Camp Wightman’s food service continues to get rave reviews—you 
will enjoy hearty meals and might take home a new recipe or two. 
     Come for the weekend or just one day.  All ages are welcome, though minors must be accom-
panied and supervised by a parent or guardian. 
 
 Full Access Weekend Passes (Saturday 10 am through Sunday 2 pm):  includes music, work-

shops, Saturday night lodging, Saturday lunch through Sunday lunch.  Adult $100; Youth (5-11 
years) $60; Child (under 5 years) no charge 

 Saturday Day Pass (Saturday 10 am to 10 pm):  includes music workshops, Saturday lunch 
and dinner.  Adult $75; Youth (5-11 years) $40; Child (under 5 years) no charge 

 Sunday Day Pass (Sunday 10 am to 2 pm):  includes music and Sunday lunch.  Adult $75; 
Youth (5-11 years) $40; Child (under 5 years) no charge 

 
     For additional information, go to www.campwightman.org.   
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Summer Sounds Concert Series At  
Mystic River Park 

For the 19th year, the Noank-Mystic Community Band will host the Summer Sounds Concert  
series at Mystic River Park by the Mystic drawbridge on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.  The series 
features a different area community musical organization each week.  Admission is free to the  
public and lawn chairs are allowed for this event.   

The concert schedule for July and August is as follows: 
July 7  Westerly Band 
July 14  Waterford Community Band 
July 21  Middletown Symphonic Band 
July 28  Old Lyme Town Band 
August 5 Noank-Mystic Community Band 

Geoff Kaufman Concert 
Noank Baptist Church 

July 17 @ 7:30 pm 
For the past 28 years, Geoff Kaufman has been leading audiences  
to find truth, humor, and beauty in folk music.  Whether singing sailor 
songs with his quartet, Forebitter; or environmental songs on board the 
Sloop Clearwater in the Hudson River; or in solo performances at  
coffeehouses throughout the Northeast United States and festivals in 
Europe, Geoff has entertained and touched audiences near and far. 
 
Songs of the sea, songs of the earth, songs of the heart and the  
spirit—all of these are in Geoff Kaufman's ditty bag.  Ancient ballads, 
work songs, and songs of love; poignant songs of people in struggle, humorous glimpses of human 
foibles, and insights into history—all of these are likely to be woven into one of Geoff's concerts. 
 
Above all, at the core of Geoff's performance is his rich tenor voice and an exuberant love of  
singing.  And part of that love is to entice audiences to sing along, to share in the exhilaration of 
full-throated vocalization if they wish.  In this age of electronic overload and passive media  
pabulum, Geoff likes to stress the "live" in live performance, promoting participation, be it by 
voice or heart or mind.  Come and enjoy a wonderful evening of song.  Admission is $15 Adult; 
$10 Youth & Senior, $25 Family. 

Noank-Mystic Community Band 
Schedule for July 2015 

 
July 4  Independence Day Concert—Noank Park @ 2:00 pm 

  July 11  Fireworks Concert—Eastern Point Beach, Groton @ 8:00 pm 
  July 21  Swing Band Concert—Groton Senior Center @ 7:00 pm 

http://geoffkaufman.com/about/
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NOT TOO EARLY TO BEGIN TO THINK ABOUT 

THE HOLIDAY BAZAAR 

November 21 

 
The Holiday Bazaar will be held on November 21.  It is time to begin  
collecting ideas and start working on items for the Bazaar. 
 
Some suggestions: 
 Now is the time to make jams, jellies and preserves from summer fruit. 
 Save and dry flowers to be used in our arrangements. 
 Collect any pine cones that you see and contact Jane Templeton. 
 Knit, crochet, sew or bake for the homemade craft and bake tables. 
 
All gardeners: 
Please feel free to call Jane Templeton @ 860-691-2004 if you have extra produce that can be 
turned into a delicious item for the Holiday Bazaar, such as cucumbers, peppers, hot peppers,  
zucchini, fruit, herbs and anything else you may have.  Thanks for all the returned jars—keep them 
coming! 
 
Volunteers 
We need volunteers to make this event a success.  We need your time, services, silent auction items, 
making jam, pickles, candy, baked goods.  If you can help, please contact Betsey and she will  
connect you with the chair person of that table. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Betsey Goetsch @ 860-895-2729. 

Reminders for August and Early September 
 
Friday,       August 21:         Deadline for September newsletter articles 
Thursday,  August 27:        Folding & mailing of September newsletter 
Thursday,  September 10:  Choir Practice begins for Adult Choir @ 7:15 pm in the Choir Room 
Sunday,      September 13:  Choir Practice begins for Youth Choir @ 11:15 am in the  
                                             Youth Choir Room 
Sunday,      September 13:  Homecoming Sunday 

Property Ministries Report 
 
New speakers have been installed in the Parlor, Chapel, Nursery School and 
Vestry and seem to be working very well.  Thanks to the ladies of the  
Evening Circle for their contribution to this project. 
 
Guardian Pest Control did their monthly check for termite activity and reset 
the traps. 

 
We are presently getting bids to repaint the shed to make it safe for the nursery school children. 
 
      Respectfully Submitted 

      Carl Brustolon & Brian Straub 
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MYSTIC  HELTER AND HOSPITALITY 
(MASH) 

 
The name, MASH, tells that the mission is where both shelter and 
hospitality were the vision of its founders.  There was representation 
of both church and local service folks, which was a unique and  
rewarding collaboration.  We truly were a happy group.  However, 

we started with no foundation, only  a very strong vision to meet the needs of people in our own 
community.  There has never been a doubt about the need of both shelter and hospitality.  
 
The first year of almost weekly meetings was spent trying to find a suitable place to house folks, 
primarily women and children.  We walked though many old buildings, including the old Oral 
School in Mystic.  None of the buildings we identified seemed just right until, out of  
desperation ,we decided to rent a 2 bedroom unit ( a total of 4 apartments in one building) and 
used one unit for office space for MASH.  Several of the board members took on the task of  
furnishing each apartment with donations of high quality.  The residents were carefully chosen by 
our social work team, as there was no on-site supervision.  There were very clearly written rules 
however, and almost all of the families followed them with respect.  We gave them 90 days free to 
allow them to focus on the things they needed to do to make their lives better without being  
concerned each day of survival and where they would sleep with their children that night.  We  
provided a small amount of physical support, as we were on a very limited budget.  Most of our 
fundraising came through the local churches in our service area.  Early on we hired a committed 
secretary and we were given office space free by Union Baptist Church.  The office is still there  
after all these years.   
 
Finding stable housing was one of the largest priorities and that focus has become even more  
important today with a commitment to help folks find housing within a few days.  This requires 
developing good relationships with landlords.  Fortunately, the community followed the church 
examples and a few places became available.  A  two family house near Electric Boat qualified for a 
special gift of several thousand dollars from the state tax pool.  This enabled MASH to settle two 
families quickly with the goal of clients finding housing and developing a plan for their future.  At 
present most of the funds come, as always, from churches but a larger portion now comes from the 
State of Connecticut with stipends of a couple of hundred dollars to help people pay their rent and 
to stay in place.  This provides much more security for the children and is actually much less  
expensive for all involved.   
 
Although Mystic seems too wealthy to have homeless folks in their midst, there was a surprising 
amount of concern and generosity among residents.  A local landlord contacted MASH to offer a  
2 family house for rent especially for MASH clients.  It was also surprising how quickly the MASH 
clients developed plans for their lives, including focus on education, permanent housing and  
stability for their children’s education.  The entire process has been extremely rewarding and now 
has new leadership from the community to guarantee its fulfilling mission. 
 
      Respectfully Submitted 

      Mary Brodhead 
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June Council News 
Bonnie Banks, Clerk 

     The Council held their monthly meeting on Wednesday, June 3, 
2015 with 14 members present.  The minutes from the May 6, 2015 
meeting were approved.  
     The Worship and Arts Committee is scheduled to be launched 
on June 17th.   
     Finance reports that expenses continue to exceed income,  
although the deficit is improving.  Mission payments have not yet 
been made this year however because of the income deficit.  The 
finance committee is meeting to discuss how best to address the  
situation. 
     Further revisions have been made to the lease for Main Street 
House.  A motion to accept the revisions was made and passed on 
vote.   
     An incident at the group homes is being handled by Church  
Mutual Insurance.  Jane Templeton was voted to be the liaison to 
the Noank Community Support Services.   
     Children’s Sunday will be celebrated on June 14.  Scott Weaver 
will be retiring as the youth choir director. 
     Plans for Vacation Bible School are underway and there currently 
are about 10 children already registered.   
     Special music is being planned for the summer services. 
     The performance by Ted Zalewski as Teddy Roosevelt was  

attended by about 80 people and was very well received.   
     Speakers have been installed in the parlor, chapel, vestry and nursery room.  Work has been 
done to the Nursery School play area to repair the fence, clean the black top and weed the  
surrounding area.  The kitchen faucet was replaced.  The annual fire extinguisher inspection was 
done with no issues found.  No termite issues have been noted.  
     The Memorial Garden Committee has been notified that the birdbath was broken over the  
winter while in storage. 
     The Parking Lot Task Force continues to work on plans to resurface the church parking area.  
Discussions on how to improve the space in the parking area within the constraints of the planning 
department allowances.   
     Plans for the Holiday Bazaar are moving along well. 
     Pastor Hayes shared reports on his many activities and plans for the summer, including  
completing a book project, taking a class at Hartford Seminary and representing the church at the 
American Baptist Biennial meeting in Kansas City, during which time he has arranged to visit with  
Diana and Cecil Miller.  Kent LaGasse, whose licensing was celebrated on Mother’s Day and who 
is now working toward ordination, will lead worship during Paul’s absence.   
     The next Council meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 1,, 2015 at 7 pm.  All are  
welcome to attend.   
     Plans for the 2nd Quarterly Congregational Meeting on July 22 will be discussed at that time.   

Full council meeting minutes are available upon request. 
 
     Respectfully submitted 

     Bonnie Banks 

Council Members 
Moderator:  Chris Butta 
Clerk:  Bonnie Banks 
Treasurer:  Jane Templeton 
Asst Treas:  Debbie Bates 
Finance:        Nancy Gilmore 
                      Carol Spunar 
Property:        Carl Brustolon 
                   Brian Straub 
Spiritual Life: Marti Bradshaw 
   Mary Harris 
Comm Life: Betsey Goetsch 
 Steve Gordon 
Staff Relations: Open 
At Large: Cyp Cyr 
 Sherrie Neilson 
 Jennifer O’Donnell 
 Jennifer Wilbur 
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Our Shoreline Community Association 
P. O. Box 287  

West Mystic, CT 06388-0287 

(860) 271-1681     OSCAforSeniors@gmail.com 

 
Summer 2015 

 
OSCA would like to take this opportunity to thank the Noank Baptist 

Church for its overwhelming support of OSCA's recent "An Afternoon with Teddy  
Roosevelt" fundraiser.  The event was a success and very well received by the  
community.  The actor who performed that day had nothing but positive feedback for 
the event and the Noank Baptist Church.  He said "I have performed Teddy Roosevelt 
in many beautiful settings, yet the Baptist Church in Noank was one of the most  
beautiful settings ever."  We appreciate the volunteers from the church who helped that 
day.  We value our relationship with the Noank Baptist Church and look forward to  
future events and activities together. 
 
Members and friends of the Noank Baptist Church who are 55+ or the relative of a  
senior looking for some answers and support on aging are invited to join OSCA!  Over 
100 of your neighbors and friends have joined OSCA and are enjoying all the  
organization has to offer. 
 
OSCA is a 501 C 3 non-profit, membership association whose members and  
volunteers help each other take care of many of the needs that go along with living  
independently.  OSCA offers a world of services, solutions and social activities to  
seniors.  The organization offers social opportunities, rides to appointments and even 
educational programming.  Social opportunities include trips to museums, dinner and 
lunch outings, concerts, a play reading group and much, much more.  The Living Well 
over 55 series is an information series and is just one more program that helps seniors 
stay put in their own homes in their own towns. 
 
OSCA has a dedicated coordinator who provides information about its many exciting 
activities and who can put members in touch with volunteers who provide rides to  
appointments, fix little things around the house or just keep in touch.  OCSA serves 
seniors in Mystic, Noank, Groton, Groton Long Point, Groton, Stonington and Mumford 
Cove.  
 
OSCA was launched in September 2009 and has enjoyed a growing membership and 
terrific attendance at OSCA-sponsored events.   
 
For additional information, please visit www.OurShorelineCommunity.org or call OSCA 
Coordinator, Stephanie Panagos at (860) 271-1681. 
 
      Respectfully Submitted 

      Stephanie Panagos 

 


