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JUNE 2019 

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 2019 

   The theme for the OGHS 2019 offering is “More than we can imagine”.  
Now to Him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish  
abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine.  (Ephesians 3:20)   
Everywhere we turn, it seems there are communities in conflict and chaos 
around our world.  We hear of families being separated from their homes or 
each other because of disasters.  Maybe it is because of a volcanic eruption 
in Indonesia, or because of wars and political turmoil in Syria and East  

Africa, or because of violence in Central America, or providing sufficient medicine in rural Nicaragua, or 
preventing cervical cancer in Tanzania.  Daily we hear of such needs and our hearts pull us toward God. 
   We, the Church, are called to be God’s compassion at work in the world, helping to rebuild and create a 
better world for all.  The world we are being called to create may seem beyond what we can imagine.   
But it is a world that God can imagine.  The offering will be received during communion on June 2.  
Offering envelopes will be sent with the June Newsletter and will also be available in the pew racks during 
the month of June. 

Children’s Day 
                                                      Sunday, June 9—10:00 am 
 
Children’s Day is always one of the highlights of our year, as the children of  
Lighthouse Cove lead us in worship.  They bring what they have learned, what they 
had done, and all their songs of joy!  Even if your child or grandchild is not a part of 
the weekly program, come to support them and celebrate the vibrant spirits of the young in our midst.  
Join us after worship in the vestry for a pizza party and friendship fruit salad in the vestry. 
 

Summer Services at Noank Baptist 
Beginning June 23, 2019 

 

Early Service @ 8:00 am—Each week a different topic and leader will guide participants in a time of song, 
reflection, study, prayer and discussion.  It is an informal gathering in the Parlor, so you can wear your  
casual clothes and even shorts!  If you are interested in signing up to lead one of these services (a solo act 
or with someone else), a sign-up sheet is available on the table in the Narthex, or give Gloria a call in the 
church office M-F 9 am to noon at 860-536-7129. 
Traditional Service @ 10:00 am—Our traditional worship will take place in the Sanctuary each Sunday 
with Pastor Hayes or guests preaching and a variety of musical talents to inspire us in faith. 
Fellowship Hour @ 11:00 am—An hour of fellowship will take place in the Parlor after worship service.  
Please join us for coffee, tea and conversation. 
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 One of the delights of life are children.  I’ve rediscovered this a bit with our grandson, Grant, with whom Wendy 
and I spend time on a fairly regular basis.  Soon turning 18 months, Grant has come to recognize “Nana and Banana” as a 
meaningful part of his young life (I even came up with a little song that we sing for him).  
We’re already looking forward to the birth of another grandson come October through our 
west coast daughter, Emily, and her husband, Chris.  Such joy, such joy!  You can never 
have too many grandchildren. 
 I extend my joy with the children of our church.  Each week I admire the readers in 
our morning worship, especially the ones who are youngest and trying it out at the lectern for 
the first time.  Many of them are in the choir as well, which has come to be one of our prized 
ensembles, not to mention the talented individuals who play instruments.  Spending time 
with them when I can, I count my blessings week by week, as I get to reexperience a light-

ness of being that is often diminished as one gets older.   
   During the school year, I also spend time every other week with the tykes in Nursery School,  
singing nursery rhymes and other songs with the three- and four-year-olds.  It’s one of the highlights 
of my week.  When I first came to Noank in 2004, the number of children in the Nursery School was 
comparatively large, enough to hold a five-day program—two days for three-year-olds and three for 
four-year-olds.  The staff also included three teachers: Adele McGuire, Denise Kennedy, and Vera 
Newman.  Over the last decade, however, Groton Schools established a free preschool program, 
which impacted local non-profit, tuition-based programs like ours.  As a result, we lost prospective 
students and the school downsized to a three-day a week schedule, combining both age groups and 
reducing the staff to two teachers, Tina Ellis and Genevieve Kueter.  For the past several years, the 

program has struggled to stay afloat because of the relatively low tuition and numbers participating.   
This past January we were informed that Tina and Gen would be leaving (though they loved 

the school) because the program provided an insufficient income and the school needed more  
administrative support.  We reached a crossroads: should we shutter the program altogether after 
nearly 60 years or was there enough investment by the church and parents to reinvigorate it with a 
stronger board, higher tuition, and fundraising to make it sustainable?  On a cold January evening, the 
decision was made; we would continue with a renewed commitment to keep it going.  The board  
expanded and fundraising began (including a Seal Watch on Greg Dubrule’s boat, Blackhawk) and a 
new teacher, Allison Zyrlis, was hired for the fall.  Though we’re sad to see Tina and Gen leave us, 
we’re hopeful with the prospects for the future of the Nursery School under Allison’s tutelage.  The 
most important takeaway is we can’t let this program be inadequately supported going forward. 

 In many ways, the opposite occurred for our Sunday School.  In 2004, we 
had very few children and a limited program.  Once we created the staff position for 
Children and Family Ministries, the program began to grow under Laurie Giese, then 
Barbara Billings and Cynthia Robbins, until it has taken off under Sue Robinson.  The 
registration of children has mushroomed from around five or six to nearly  
fifty children who participate in our Sunday School and related music programs.  
Vacation Bible School now regularly has upwards of 60-75 children participating  
every year, with nearly thirty staff of various ages for the early August week.  Our 
Camp Wightman participation has also averaged over 20 campers per season.  The 
presence of children in our church life is regularly evident and wonderfully uplifting.  
The mantra we’ve been chanting since 2005 is “Children will bring their parents, 
more than parents will bring children.”  So, by developing an effective children’s  
program and complementing it with an outstanding one in music, we have seen our 

church participation grow in numbers and spirit in all ages.  It’s evident every time we are together. 
 Frankly, it is not easy to attract younger families to church life nowadays, but we have been blessed and more  
successful than we could have imagined had we not made such changes and had such talented staff.  
We are fortunate in Noank, because our church is vital and effective and our Meetinghouse is in great 
shape—giving us much to value and appreciate as a congregation.  Though, we are saying good-bye to 
our friends, Tina and Gen, as well as the incredible Vera Neuman, who is retiring after having served in 
the Nursery School, as occasional florist and pianist, and as one of our Sextons, we are grateful for their 
loving service to our church programs and facilities.  We will find others to replace them who will equally 
aspire to the high standards we’ve come to expect from our staff.  We have been blessed by God and 
good people in so many ways.  There are never enough ways to say thank-you! 
 When you come to Children’s Day worship on June 9, think of this: the presence of children in our 
lives is paramount for our sense of purpose and spiritual wellbeing, personally and congregationally.  As 
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the 
kingdom of heaven belongs.”  Imagine that—we gain a taste of heaven with children in our lives!  That’s 
true, we would lose much of what is spiritually uplifting without their presence and participation.  They are 
our future and the future of our church.  Let us welcome and support them always and gratefully, and let 
us be glad and rejoice in it! 
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News from around the Church Family 

   Our prayers and thoughts are with those who have had recent surgery, been in 
the hospital, received treatment, in rehabilitative care, or are recuperating at 
home: R.J. Harris, Errol Crossman, Trux Brodhead, Barbara Shiffer, Doreen  
Dickerson, and Jen Fake. 

 Congratulations to Sophie Galouzis, who won her division in trampoline in the Eastern 
U.S. Regionals in the twelve-year-old age bracket.  This, in effect, makes her a national  
champion!   
 Congratulations to Kelsey Butta and Kyle Muir, who were married at NBC on May 18.  
Chris, Phil, and Katie (Butta) Wood and their extended family and friends were present to  
celebrate! 
 Congratulations as well to Vicki Burdick, whose daughter, Morgan, gave birth to a 
daughter, Crew, on May 3.  Crew, Morgan, and husband, Jon, are all doing well! 
 We say farewell to Steve & Deb Garmon, who are moving to their new home in 
Boothbay Harbor, Maine.  We will miss their presence and active participation in the life of the 
church in many different capacities—choir, fellowship hour, and the annual Chili Cook-off!   
 Please remember our homebound and those in rehab/nursing care: Errol Crossman (at 
home), Dick Latham (at home), Betty Guhl (Fairview), and Cindy Booth (Sunny Lodge, New 
London). 

Honoring Our Graduates 
 

David Templeton—in May, David earned his Master of Engineering in  
aerospace engineering from Purdue University.  David is the son of John 
and Jane Templeton. 
 

Heather Harris—in May, Heather graduated from Fitchburg State University and received a 
Certificate of Advanced Graduate Studies (CAGS) in Wilson Reading and Special Education. 

Fellowship Hour 
 
We are looking for a volunteer willing to help with our post-worship Fellowship Hour.  After 
the service each Sunday, drinks and snacks are served in the Parlor.  We have a host for each 
Sunday.  With the departure of Deb Garmon, we are seeking a new host for one of the weeks. 
     We would like to thank Deb Garmon for covering the Second Sunday of the month.   
     The task is making drinks (which are provided) and supplying refreshments (many are left in 
the freezer downstairs in the church kitchen).  If you have questions or are interested please 
contact Betsey Goetsch at 860-235-2729. 
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Children and Family Ministries 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2019 
August 5—August 9 

9 am to 12 pm 
                                          Kids ages 4-12 
Bible Blast to the Past will take your kids 

on an amazing time-travel journey to experience stories that 
show the INCREDIBLE, FAITHFUL, INVINCIBLE, UNCONDITIONAL, 
and REAL love of God.  Kids will know they can count on God’s 
Love because God IS love.  (1 John 4:16)!   
     Kids’ lives will be changed and they will be inspired to coura-
geously change loves around them.  Register online NOW at  
noankbaptistchurch.org. 
 
 

Camp Wightman , 2019 
2019 will be another year of fun at Camp Wightman.  We have 8 
children who have signed up to go this year.  They are as follows: 
 
Family Fusion, Aug. 4-9                                  Campelodeon, July 21-26 
Learra Ruggeri                                                     Amore Botha 
      Jaime Mateo 
Summer’s Last Blast, Aug. 11-16  Jayce Mateo 
Andrew Fake     Julian Mateo 
Liza Fake 
 
New Friends, July 1 & 2 
Heather Harris and R.J. 
 
It is not too late to register.  Contact Sue at 860-536-7129 ext. 306 for details. 

Summer Friendship Gatherings 
June 16-July 28 

We would like to invite the children in your lives to participate in a great  
opportunity to make new friends and grow in faith.  Bring your kids,  
grandchildren, nieces, nephews, friends and out-of-town visiting kids for a 
short Bible story, crafts and games to our Summer Friendship Gathering for 

children K-4th grade.  They won’t be disappointed!  Nursery care will be provided for children 
up to four years of age in the Day Nursery School rooms.  If you would like to help with a class 
or volunteer in the Gatherings, contact Sue Robinson. 

Children’s Sunday, June 9 @ 10:00 am 
Join us after worship in the Vestry for a pizza party and friendship salad.  Everyone is invited to 
bring cut-up fruit to be added to one large bowl for the salad.  Rehearsal for Children’s  
Sunday will be June 2 after worship. 
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NURSERY - PRE-K Caregivers/Teachers - Andra Davis and Dorothy Reas  
It was always a fun and nurturing morning in the church nursery.  Time was spent playing with 
friends, building towers, popping bubbles, rolling play dough, and more.  Each Sunday the  
children would hear a story from the Children’s Bible while sharing snack.  God’s Love filled 
the room.  
 
PRIMARY CLASS - Ages 4-8 Teachers: Marti Bradshaw and Kelly 
Gordon Taylor  
Many lessons were based on the Godly Play curriculum, while 
others included some inquiry-based stories about Jesus’ life and 
how they can help others.  This class of inquisitive kids  
particularly liked the Godly Play story format and answered the  
“I wonder” questions thoughtfully.  The students also enjoyed using visuals such as maps, a 
globe and illustrations of Jesus to help understand the stories, their settings and the world 
around them.  Our class has created a great sense of community together and have grown  
into a very caring group of kids.  
 
INTERMEDIATE CLASS - Grades 3-5 Teacher: Shawn Thorp  
We started the year exploring the nine Fruits of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  We talked about how these fruits help us 
grow as a Christian and how we can apply them to everyday life.  Everyone enjoyed trying out 
a new fruit for snack each week that matched the lesson.  Starting in the new year, we began 
studying parables.  Parables are stories that teach a lesson.  We discovered that you can look 
at these stories from many different perspectives and always learn something new.  
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL CLASS - Grades 6-8 Teachers: Shannon Weigle and Charlie Anderson  
This year, the middle school class worked through a new curriculum that challenged them to 
think critically about the Bible.  We enjoyed many lively and thought-provoking discussions 
and activities as we learned about the Old and New Testament authors and the messages they 
were trying to convey. 

 
HIGH SCHOOL CLASS - Grades 9-12 Teacher: Lizzie Lewis 
In the High School Class this year, we've used the Teen Text 
curriculum to learn about Jesus, and have meaningful  
discussions about how His life and teachings relate/impact 
our everyday lives.  At the end of each month, we've used the 
lessons from previous Sundays to play 'Bible Trivia' to better 
solidify the information we've discussed in prior weeks  

PRAISE and THANKS to OUR TEACHERS 
     June 9 marks the end of another great year in Christian Education for our NBC children 
thants to the dedication and love of our wonderful Christian Education volunteer staff.  Please 
take the time to express your gratitude to our teachers and leaders as they have given much 
of their time, energy and heart to our children. 
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PLANNING AHEAD!!! 
5 MONTHS AND COUNTING 

     Your help is needed.  If planting a garden, tomatoes, cucumbers and 
herbs are need for canning.  If you have any jars that you purchased at the 
bazaar last year, please return them to the church office.  All jars and  
produce donations help defray the cost of jellies and pickles. 
     Almost any fruit can be made into jelly, so pick some extra for the 

church bazaar when you pick for yourself.  Let Jane Templeton know if you have fruit,  
tomatoes and cukes from your garden to share.  You can contact Jane at 860-691-2004.  
Thanks in advance. 
 
We are looking for volunteers who would consider helping either on the various tables and 

especially with the Silent Auction. 
 

Church World Services 
Blanket Sundays 

 

From April 28 to Mother’s Day, we received 
donations toward the cost of blankets to be 
sent by Church World Services to families in 
the United States and around the world.  
This year we collected over $550 to support 
these efforts.  In gratitude, CWS provided a 
Mother’s Day card to each contributor. 
 
Thanks for doing your part to bring warmth 

and comfort in this world 

Senior and Youth Choirs 
 
The summer season will be upon us from 
June to September.  There will be no choir 
during those months, but there will be  
various people who will fill in with music and 
instruments for our enjoyment.  The  
Women’s Choir Rehearsal will be held on  
Thursday, June 13 and the last Youth Choir  
Rehearsal will be held on Sunday, June 2.   
 

To all of our choir members, have a  
wonderful summer!!! 

PFLAG– SECT 

Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays 
     For those of you who may not be familiar, PFLAG-SECT is a support 
group for families of LGBTQ people in New London county.  Organized by 
Noank Baptist in 2006, they have a monthly meeting on the second Mon-
day of each month in the Vestry.   

    Recently, Barbara Althen and Betsey Goetsch went to the health fair at Clark Lane Junior 
High in Waterford, where they distributed informational materials and talked to the students 
and teachers.  They were pleasantly surprised at the extent to which the students engaged in 
open conversation about various sexual orientations, some of them affirming that they came 
out themselves.  It is encouraging that younger generations are more open and accepting of 
those who do not identify in the traditional binary (male/female) way.  Those who are  
transitioning still face a significant amount of resistance to their sexual orientation in  
churches, schools, and society.  May we continue to move toward a day when that no longer 
holds true. 
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2019 Connecticut Early Music Festival 
 
Welcome to the 37th season of Connecticut Early Music Festival which will be held at Evans 
Hall, Connecticut College during the month of June.  The performances are as follows: 
Week 1 

 
 
Friday, June 7 @ 7:30 pm—Bountiful Bach:  Three cantatas, a violin concerto and 
a cello suite 
 
 
Sunday, June 9 @ 5:00 pm—Bach, Telemann and a work specially commissioned 
for Baroque violin.  Aisslinn Nosky, violin 
 
 

 
Week 2 

 
 
Friday, June 14 @ 7:30 pm—H. Biber’s ‘Mystery’ Sonatas also kown as the 
‘Rosary (Rosenkranz)’Sonatas.  Christina Day Martinson, violin; Martin Pearlman, 
harpsichord 
 
Sunday, June 16 @ 5:00 pm—The Tempest.  Henry Purcell Society of Boston 
 
 

 
Week 3 
 

 
 
Friday, June 21 @ 7:30 pm—Beethoven, Mendelssohn.  Diderot String Quartet 
 
 
Sunday, June 23 @ 5:00 pm—All Mendelssohn Program.  Stephanie Chase, violin; 
Connecticut Early Music Ensemble 
 
 

 
Tickets are $40; student $12.  To order tickets:  visit www.ctearlymusic.org; call 860-439-2787. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: purchase tickets to 4 or more concerts and get a 15% discount; all tickets are 
General Admission; receptions will follow the performances on the 9th and 23rd.  To order 
tickets, visit their website www.ctearlymusic.org, or call the Connecticut box office at  
860-439-2787. 
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May Council News 
   The Council held their regular monthly meeting on Wednesday, May 1, 2019 with 
sixteen members present. 
   The Rev. Paul Hayes offered an opening prayer. 
   The minutes from the April 3, 2019 council meeting were accepted with a couple 
of typos corrected. 
   The church calendar was reviewed and updated to add a funeral this Saturday.   
   Pastor Hayes provided a written report noting his many activities during the 
month.  The season of Lent and especially Holy Week were highlights of the month 
with good attendance at all activities.  The Tuesday night Bible Study concluded on 
April 16 with a satisfying experience for the 12 to 15 (sometimes up to 20) people 
participating.  The funeral services for Robert Williamson over the first weekend in 
April brought great appreciation from the family for the church accommodating 
their desires and wishes.  Pastor Paul especially recognized Frank Lewis, Betsey 
Goetsch and Erin Wyman as being instrumental in making everything work out well.  
The family was generous with a donation at the time and are considering a larger 
gift to maintain a permanent remembrance of Bob and Sadie at NBC.  An  
appropriate remembrance was discussed.  Pastor Hayes expressed a desire to call 
together a task force by fall to do a five-year plan for our church finances so that we 
can be proactive in planning for changes in our giving population to support proper-
ty repair and upkeep and staffing in order to avoid potential alarm or crises.  He 
also proposed finding a way to get more of the congregation involved in  
becoming aware of the missions we support by identifying “Mission Advocates”.  
Another consideration is consideration of the ongoing mission of Church Street 

House.  Over the past weekend he represented NBC at the Annual Gathering of the Alliance of Baptists in Wash-
ington, D.C.  He would like to get more people from NBC involved in attending such worthwhile gatherings  
   Finance reports that the checking account remains healthy although expenses to date continue to exceed  
income, which is not unusual for this time of year.  Pledges and Gifts were only $19 less than the budgeted 
amount thanks to several generous donations , including memorial gifts.  Progress has been made on setting up 
electronic donations.  A “Donate” button will be added to the webpage.  There is a small fee for use of this  
system but it will meet an existing demand. 
   Spiritual Life noted that from Good Friday to Easter Sunday, NBC was filled with more spiritual life than ever 
with events and musical offerings too numerous to list.  Coming up is the NBC Music Fest.  An opportunity for real 
spiritual growth.  The new Art exhibit “Let’s Build Bridges” will be hung on May 2nd with lots of participation 
from our congregation.  April was a busy month for the Christian Ed team and volunteers.  Children carrying Jesus 
and donkey puppets led the Palm Sunday processional with others following waving palms held high.  The vestry 
was a happy place during the Easter service with many crafts, the annual egg hunt (held indoors due to the rain) 
and Marti Bradshaw sharing the Easter story in a beautiful and creative way.  Children made cards for NBC  
homebound members.  The nursery room had its own celebration.  VBS information and registration forms are 
on the website.  Other promotional flyers are being prepared as well as a new Children’s program brochure.  
There has been low participation by NBC in the Co-Op Youth group, especially by Middle Schoolers.   
   Property reports that the solar panels are up and running.  Some sheetrock above the choir loft needs to be 
replaced.  No leaks were noted following the heavy rain from the recent storms.  A plan to replace the dimmer 
switch is expected to resolve the flickering lights in the sanctuary.   
   Community Life and Outreach notes that Groton Community Meals will be serving from 5:30 to 6:30 on May 6 
and 13 to accommodate the RTM meetings.  The Seal Watch fundraiser for the nursery school was sold out  
despite the bad weather. 
   Plans to post Podcasts of edited portions of the service are underway.   
   The next Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 5, 2019 at 7 pm.  All are welcome to attend.  Full 
council meeting minutes are available upon request. 
 
      Respectfully Submitted, 
      BONNIE BANKS, Clerk 

Council Members 
Moderator:  Charles Anderson 
Clerk:  Bonnie Banks 
Treasurer:  Jane Templeton 
Asst Treas:  Debbie Bates 
Finance:        Jennifer Johnson 
                      Carol Spunar 
Property:        Adrian Johnson 
                  Jonathan Lane 
Spiritual Life: Valerie King 
   Shannon Weigle 
Comm. Life Betsey Goetsch 
 Joan Butler 
Staff Relations:Nancy Treadway 
At Large: Sherrie Neilson 
 Deb Thompson 
 Ed  Watson 
 Michael Whitehouse 


