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June 2018 

One Great Hour of Sharing 2018 
The theme for the OGHS 2018 offering is “More than we can imagine”.  Now to 
Him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can 
ask or imagine.   (Ephesians 3:20) 

     For many, 2017 was an apocalyptic year filled with unbelievable hurricanes, earth-
quakes, fires, floods and violence.  In early February, OGHS gave over $2 million to help the hundreds of 
thousands of people impacted by Hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria and mudslides and fires in California.  
You have done good to one another and to all with your contributions.  When dreams abound and even when 
our imaginations run dry, you continue to do good.  Your OGHS gifts are living testimony to this.  Let us con-
tinue to be strengthened in the knowledge that God is able to “accomplish abundantly more than we can ask or 
imagine”. 
     The One Great Hour of Sharing Offering will be received during communion on June 3.  Offering 
envelopes are attached to this newsletter and available in the pew racks during the month of June. 

Children’s Day 
Sunday, June 10       10:00 am 

Children’s Day is always one of the highlights of our year, as the children of 
Lighthouse Cove lead us in worship.  They bring what they have learned, what 
they have done and all their songs of joy!  Even if your child or grandchild is 
not a part of the weekly program, come to support them and celebrate the 
children in our midst.  We will also recognize our high school graduates.  Join 
us after worship in the vestry for a pizza party and friendship fruit salad. 

Summer Services beginning June 17, 2018 
Early Service @ 8:00 am—Each week a different topic and leader will 
guide participants in a time of song, reflection, study, prayer and discussion.  
It is an informal gathering in the Parlor, so you can wear your casual clothes 
and even shorts!  Please sign up to lead one of these services using the sheet 
on the table in the Narthex.  In addition to the summer early service, our 
traditional worship will take place in the Sanctuary each Sunday at 10 a.m.  

House and Garden Tour in Noank Village 
Saturday, June 30       10 am to 4 pm 

to benefit OSCA, Noank Community Support Services, and Mystic River 

Homes. 
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  Recently, the 24-hour news cycle featured a firestorm of debate over whether a particular online 
 sound was “yanny” or “laurel.”  Perhaps, you’ve heard it and formed your own opinion.  It was based on a 
 recorded pronunciation for the word “laurel” on vocabulary.com that to Katie Hetzel, the Georgia high 
 school student who launched this webstorm, sounded like “yanny.”  She posted it on Instagram and the 
 rest is now Internet history. 
  This is not unlike the optical illusion that garnered similar attention a few years ago which depict-
ed a photo of a black-and-blue dress that to many appeared white-and-gold.  Given the reliability of my eyes at 
the time, I reserved the right to have no opinion on that one.  However, on this auditory illusion, I found an inter-
esting phenomenon.   

Initially, I was only able to hear “yanny”, but when I moved my phone further away from my ears and at 
arm’s length, I heard “laurel” exclusively.  The explanation is, “yanny” is heard by those who are picking up higher 
frequency sound waves and “laurel” is what is heard at lower frequencies.  The distance from my ears apparently 
was sufficient for me to note the difference.   One thing that stood out for me was, once I heard either of them, I 
could not perceive the other at the same time.  It was either/or--“laurel” or “yanny”-–not both/and.  They were 
not as interchangeable as I expected them to be. 

This sensory phenomenon parallels the binary nature of our times.  Many claim we live with such polar-
ized points of view in this society that people are unable to hold conversations with others who hold contradictory 
opinions, largely because they can’t hear anything but what makes sense to them.  Not only that, what the other 
side sees or hears often seems completely mind-boggling, straining credulity.  If you conclude those holding rival 
perspectives don’t hear each other in the midst of a debate, this is likely true.  
“Reality” is what people perceive it to be, especially if another paradigm 
makes no sense.  

Sadly, this has become virtually impossible to reconcile.  It’s not a gen-
erational variance necessarily; it’s a sensory and sensibility one.  The “echo 
chamber” we often find ourselves (e.g., garnering information exclusively from 
one particular slant) prevents us from receiving input beyond our customary 
sources.  Instead of “yanny” and “laurel”, it might be “red” or “blue”, Fox or 
New York Times, conservative or liberal; it might be North v. South, racial ma-
jority v. minority, elites v. working class.  The same thing applies with religious 
and cultural worldviews.  We collect and string together our facts and views 
with the interests and values we hold and assume all others are inferior in some way or make no sense at all.   

Interestingly, a remedy could be critical distance—holding at “arm’s length” the sources we rely upon for a 
time to see if we are missing anything.  When I moved my Smartphone away from my ears—as far away as my arm 
would allow—I ended up hearing what I could not perceive before.  I heard “laurel” instead of what my mind was 
focusing on, i.e., “yanny.”  I think the same holds true in terms of our perceptual worldviews.  When we distance 
ourselves sufficiently for a period of time, we are then more able to hear something else—perhaps even the very 
opposite of what we already thought we knew.  Other reference points begin to appear credible, maybe even sen-
sible.  The “echo chamber” becomes porous, allowing in more voices and views, generating a variable and nu-
anced appreciation of reality, more symphonic than merely cacophonous.   

Frankly, this could be one of our major perceptual barriers in the 21st century, i.e., our inability to listen to 
contrasting sounds that don’t resonate with what we want to hear, even though our access to them is greater 
than ever before.  I admit, those in powerful positions have political machinery at their disposal to manipulate in-
formation and its dissemination, knowing an “authoritative” claim sounds more credible and is likely to be be-
lieved as truth.  For that reason alone, we should be vigilant in cultivating a critical distance from sources that pre-
sent themselves in this way.   

Still, whether ‘’yanny” or “laurel”, it doesn’t excuse any of us from listening to less dominant voices we 
presently cannot hear.  For reality consists of far, far more than what our mortal minds apprehend in any given 
moment.  Sometimes, all it takes is keeping what we think we know at arm’s length long enough to discover if an-
other way of perceiving things actually begins to make sense. 
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News from around the Church Family 

   Our prayers and thoughts are with those who have had recent surgery, been in the 
hospital, received treatment, in rehabilitative care, or are recuperating at home:    
Janet Crossman, Alicia Crossman, Joan Latham, Beverley Richardson,    
Marilyn “Jim” Douglass, Val King, Sandy Mansfield, Russ Leonard, 
Marybeth Blacker, Kent LaGasse, Nancy Treadway, Brian McGlynn, Dianna 
Miller, Corey Atkinson, and Brian Thorp.  

Please remember in prayer our friends and ABCUSA mission partners, Dan and Sharon 
Buttry.  Sharon’s father recently died and Dan was diagnosed with bone cancer.   

Our condolences are expressed to the family of Ken Knobloch, who passed away May 5.  
Ken is the father of Eric Knobloch (Lisa) and grandfather of Brooke Knobloch. 

Kudos to Sophie Galouzis, who won the gold medal and first place honors for her age 
level on the trampoline at the Eastern U.S. regionals held in West Virginia!  She previously won the 
same at the Connecticut state championships!  She also placed fourth in the double-mini.  Sophie is 
the daughter of Heather Galouzis (Angel Searles) and sibling of Gabe, Leah, and Alex 
Galouzis and Jade Searles. 

Please remember our homebound and those in rehab/nursing care: Errol and Alicia 
Crossman (at home), Betty Guhl (Fairview), and Cindy Booth (Sunny Lodge, New London). 

 

Honoring Our Graduates 
 
Lizzie Lewis—Lizzie is graduating from Robert E. Fitch High School with high honors and 
will receive an International Baccalaureate diploma.  After graduation, she will be attending 
Loyola University in New Orleans, studying political science and music.  Lizzie’s mom is 
Maddie Lewis. 
 
Skylar MacKay—Skylar is graduating from Montville High School and will be attending 
Three Rivers Community College in Norwich this fall.  He plans to major in journalism and 
is also very interested in music.  Skylar is the son of Susan and Chris MacKay. 
 
John D. Butler—John graduated from the University of Montana with a heavy equipment 
certificate and is currently working for Western Excavating in Missoula, MT.  John is the 
grandson of Joan Butler. 
 
Nathan M. Douglass—Nathan, son of John and Lory Douglass and grandson of Bob & 
Marilyn (Jim) Douglass, graduated on May 5, 2018 from Maine Maritime Academy in 
Castine, ME with a Bachelor of Science Degree.   
 
Chanel Demers—granddaughter of Gloria Marshall, graduated on May 19 from Western 
New England University in Springfield, Ma with a Bachelor of Arts Degree cum laude in 
Psychology.  She will be attending Regis College in Weston, MA for two years for her Mas-
ters Degree in Applied Behavioral Analysis. 
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Children and Family Ministries 

Children’s Sunday, June 10 @ 10:00 am 
Join us after worship in the Vestry for a pizza party and friendship salad.  Everyone is invited to 
bring cut-up fruit to be added to one large bowl for the salad.  Rehearsal for Children’s Sunday 
will be June 3 after worship. 

Camp Wightman 
 
2018 will be another year of fun at Camp Wightman.  We have 16  
children who have signed up to go this year.  They are as follows: 
 
 
Spirit Week for Teens, July 15-20   Family Camp, Aug. 5-10 
Ian Straub      Learra Ruggeri 
Carley Straub      Campelodeon, July 22-27 
Summer’s Last Blast, Aug. 12-17   Jamie Mateo 
Lily Johnson      Jullian Mateo 
Noah Johnson      Keeley Bell 
Nathan Johnson     Camp C.H.A.O.S., July 8-13 
Sam Race      Alex Galouzis 
Liza Fakes      Sophie Galouzis 
Andrew Fakes      Leah Galouzis 
Outrageous Tweekers, July 29-Aug. 10    
Elijah Davis 

HAVE A GREAT TIME KIDS!!!!! 

Summer Friendship Gatherings, June 17-July 29 
We would like to invite the children in your lives to participate in a great  
opportunity to make new friends and grow in faith.  Bring your kids,  
grandchildren, nieces, nephews, friends and out-of-town visiting kids for a short 
Bible story, crafts and games to our Summer Friendship Gathering for children 
K-4th grade.  They won’t be disappointed!  Nursery care will be  
provided for children up to four years of age in the Day Nursery School rooms.  

If you would like to help with a class or volunteer in the Gatherings, contact Sue Robinson. 

PRAISE and THANKS to OUR TEACHERS 
June 10 marks the end of another great year in Christian Education for our NBC children thanks 
to the dedication and love of our wonderful Christian Education volunteer staff.  Please take the 
time to express your gratitude to our teachers and leaders as they have given much of their time, 
energy and heart to our children. 

Nursery/Pre-K—Dorothy Reas 
Primary Class—Catherine Bates & Kelly Gordon Taylor 
Intermediate Class—Shawn Thorp & Marti Bradshaw 

Youth Class—Tim Bates & Shannon Weigle 
 

I would also like to offer appreciation to our Nursery Caregiver, Andra Davis, who has created a 
safe and friendly space of loving care to our wee-ones in the church nursery every Sunday morning. 
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MUSIC IN LIGHTHOUSE COVE WITH DAVE WILLIAMS 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
AUGUST 6-10, 2018 

    This year Noank Baptist Church celebrates its 175th Anniversary.  It is unknown how many years 
VBS has been held in the meetinghouse or how many children, youth and adult volunteers have been  
spiritually nurtured during VBS, but I suspect these programs have touched the lives of more people 
than we realize.  So, once again we open our doors to experience God’s Love making friends, creating 
memories, and growing together in community.  Everyone one is invited!  All are welcome to VBS 2018 
Rolling River Rampage.  
 
Rolling River Rampage invites children on a white-water rafting adventure to experience the 

ride of a lifetime with God!  Along the river, children discover that life with God is an adventure 

full of wonder and surprise, and that they can trust God to be with them through anything.   

Relevant music, exciting science, creative crafts, fun recreation, and memorable Bible stories 

will help kids know that God is always with them as they ride the rapids of amazing grace!  

A BIG THANK YOU to Dave Williams for 
showing our children a variety of instruments.  
They even joined in with a little help from you.  
A wonderful time was had by all!!! 
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Blessings and Remembrances from the 
175th Anniversary Weekend, May 18-20 

In preparation for the celebration, people were invited to offer their own blessing to Noank Baptist in  
reference to the past, present, or future.  Here they are in their entirety.  Thank you for each one. 

 

May we see the faces of our children singing in the same choir we sang in three decades ago. 

 

May we always find the front doors open at all times and to all who wish to enter.  
          (Cynthia Borden) 

I love Miss Catherine’s stories.  Love, Danika. 
        (Danika Taylor) 

May we continue to grow and reach others through the outreach programs. 
         (Patti Andersen) 

May we continue to reach out to people offering friendship, kindness,  

and assistance in times of need.  (Susan MacKay) 

 

May we continue to be a congregation where we listen to and respect all opinions— 

And the right we have to speak them. 
 

May we as a Church continue welcoming people from varied backgrounds and life experiences. 

May our all-inclusiveness be a haven for those who need it for years to come. 

 

 

We have been richly blessed by the faith of our ancestors;  

may we also be blessings to our descendants. 

 

May we gather at the Mystic River and welcome Christ into the lives of those 

Choosing to be baptized in the flowing waters of our loving community. 

 

May our church go into the future with God’s courage and strength, too.   

Keep us in your loving arms, dear Lord; we put all our faith in you. 
             (Deb Garmon) 
 

May we always strive to live up to the covenant we wrote that’s in the hymnal. 

 
Continued on the next page 
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May we continue to be an inclusive congregation and concerned about social issues in  

Our community, nation, and world. 

 

May we bless our loyal, hard working friend and church member, Bonnie Banks, for her efforts on the  

Church Council and most especially on the 175th Anniversary Committee.  

           (Ed Johnson) 
 

May we remember where we started, think of where we are today, what do you seek for our tomorrows? 

Our blessings are always looking ahead toward the future; we pray for those who come after to take 

Us to the next chapter of this church.   (Steve Garmon) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

May we continue to witness for peace and justice in this world and grow in these efforts. 

Our world needs such witness now more than ever.    (Wendy Schnur) 

 

May we never lose sight of what really matters...with God, family, friends, and 

Community: Love, kindness, faith, and peace.    (Doreen Dickerson) 

 

May we in all ways, always know and thank Thee that, whether we are standing, singing, 

and following, we are not alone.  God and godly ones surround us here and now! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May we always have wonderful music!  (Barbara Williams) 

 

May we continue to evolve the consciousness of a human family with the fuel of the Holy Spirit, 

the purity of Christ, and the ultimate trust in the Creator of all. 

 

May we love Noank Baptist Church—my childhood memories of attending Sunday School,  

baptism, getting married here—making lasting friendships, loving memories. 
                                                       Eunice Carpenter Schaub 

 

May we continue to raise up loved ones of those in our church community in prayer as we become 

aware of their needs.  We have witnessed the extraordinary power of prayer. 

 
           Continued on the next page 
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May we continue to have warm hearts towards each other here among church members, 

and compassionate warmth to all humanity. 

 

May we give thanks for good fellowship and friends over the years and  

continue well into the future. 

 

We are so thankful for the love, prayers, and support our church family gave us 

during the birth of our miracle little Danika Grace.  Our hearts are full with 

thankfulness that she loves being a part of this special family of Christ. 
         (Steve & Pat Gordon) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May we bless the 8 o’clock service. 

 

May we grow in numbers and continue our outreach! 

 

May we continue to be a special gathering place for all,  

especially for all the newest littles to grow and learn the wonders of God. 
         (Faith Allen) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Village Church 
With a Global Vision 

For Christ’s Caring Community 
 

 

 

We thank Deb Thompson for her splendid photography throughout the weekend.  If you’d like 
to view her entire portfolio, please contact her at deb@radiantexpressions.com    
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FUSION YOUTH MINISTRY 
Courtney Assad, Director 

 

As the school year is winding down, I hope you can continue to join us for some 
fun activities!  We will also have some summer programs as well for those of you 
who can join us.  Our logo is almost complete and we hope that you like the fresh 
new look. 
 
Over the summer months we will take a break from our typical youth meetings and they will re-
sume in the fall.  We will follow a more regular schedule next year.  Stay tuned!! 

Youth Movie Night! 
Friday, June 15 @ 6:00 pm 

 
Let’s all get together for a fun movie night!  I 
don’t know about you, but I have been waiting 
for this movie for far too long.  Join us for a 
night at Mystic Luxury Cinemas with your fellow 
friends from Fusion. 

Relay For Life 
Fitch Senior High School 

Saturday, June 30 
 
Our volunteer activity for June will be to  
participate with a booth at Relay for Life New 
London County Seashore.  Many of us have 
had loved ones affected by cancer and this 
event provides a way to give back and raise 
awareness.  We will have a team and also set up 
a booth on the track to raise money for cancer 
research.  The event is 12 hours, so I have  
broken it into three four hour shifts.  The  
purpose of the event is to have someone from 
your team walking the track at all times to  
signify that cancer never sleeps.  Please sign up 
for a shift (or two) so we can stand strong with 
all those affected by it.  Let’s end our year with 
a bang! 
 
The shifts are: 11:00 am to 3:00 pm 
  3:00 pm to 7:00 pm 
  7:00 pm to 11:00 pm 

Church World Services  
Blanket Sundays 

 
From April 29 to Mother’s Day, we received 
donations toward the cost of blankets to be sent 
by Church World Service to families in the Unit-
ed States and around the world.  This year we 
collected over $500 to support these efforts.  In 
gratitude, CWS provided a Mother’s Day card to 
each contributor.  
Thanks for doing your part to bring warmth 

and comfort in this world. 

Old Mystic Baptist Church Closing Celebration 
“Saying Goodbye” 

Sunday, June 24 @ 4:00 pm 
 

Come celebrate the history and ministry of OMBC at the  
church’s final service.  Old Mystic Baptist Church was the first Baptist  

Church founded in Connecticut, established in 1705 as the First Baptist Church in Groton.   
It held its last worship in February and June 24 will be the formal closing. 

A reception will follow. 
 

We will have a memory box available for those who wish to provide  a favorite written memory. 
 

All are welcome. 
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StartFresh Wishlist on Amazon 
 
     A great way to provide the items needed by a family to welcome them to the 
community.  Start Fresh is our interfaith refugee resettlement program helping 
families from stressed and often dangerous environments find a new home.    
Recent families have arrived from Syria and Afghanistan.  Start Fresh has made a 

Wishlist on Amazon including:  sheets, can openers, electronics, bedding, rugs and many more—
all that is needed to ready an apartment for the arrival of a family. 

1. Go to https://www.startfreshct.org/amazon 
2. Click on “Wishlist by Amazon” 
3. Shop from the list of items 
4. Pay online via secured method. 
5. Automatically ships to Start Fresh. 

Groton Community Meals Needs Your Help! 
 

Following is a Wish List of items they use on a regular basis: 
 
1. tea bags—any brand 
2. coffee—any brand 
3. Drink mixes including ice tea, lemonade and fruit punch 
4. Two large (18 inch diameter) restaurant size strainers 
5. Rubber gloves for dishwashing—large and extra large 
6. Dish detergent 
7. Plastic coat hangers 
8. Metal rolling cart 
9. Two drawer lockable file cabinets to keep papers for volunteers 
10. Small white board with erasable markers 
11. Plastic Tupperware of all sizes to store leftovers 
12. Package of pencils and pens 
 

Any donations can be brought to Groton Human Services on Fort Hill Road 

GARDENERS, START PLANNING AHEAD!!!    
ONLY 6 MORE MONTHS  ‘TIL THE HOLIDAY BAZAAR 

 
Your help is needed.  If planting a garden, tomatoes, cucumbers and herbs are 
needed for canning.  If you have any jars that you purchased at the bazaar last 
year, please return them to the church office.  All jar and produce donations 
help defray the coast of jellies and pickles. 
 
Almost any fruit can be made into jelly, so pick some extra for the church bazaar when you pick 
for yourself.  Let Jane Templeton know if you have fruit, tomatoes and cukes from your garden to 
share.  You can contact Jane at 860-691-2004.  Thanks in advance. 
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NOANK VILLAGE HOUSE AND GARDEN TOUR 
Saturday, June 24   10 am—4 pm 

     
Since 1989 there have been three “Noank Village House and Garden Tours” intended 
to offer the public a view of the charm of Noank’s domestic architecture and its lovely 
gardens and to provide financial help to local social service agencies.  There will be 
another such tour this year for the same purpose.   
     
The event will begin with a Reception for Patrons the evening of Friday, June 29, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at 8 Front 
Street.  This venue, known to villagers for a long time as the “Annie Spicer House”, is one of Noank’s most elegant 
and beautiful homes and gardens, with a spectacular view of the mouth of the Mystic River and Fishers Island 
Sound.  Those attending the Reception will be “Patrons” of the Tour, a distinction attained by simply buying a spe-
cial ticket for the tour that includes the privilege of attending the Reception as well.  Included in this party, aside 
from refreshments, will be two features.  The first will be the preview of a number of new paintings of sites on the 
Tour by members of Carol Connor’s “Plein Aire” painting group, works of art that will be on display and for sale 
the next day at 36 Main Street.  The second will be an informal discussion by two of today’s descendants of Captain 
Elihu Palmer Spicer, the builder of 8 Front Street, and pioneer of the Spicers in Noank.  Two of Elihu’s descend-
ants, Caroline Stamm Plantz, and her brother, William (“Bill”) Stamm, will talk about the Spicer family’s importance 
to Noank (and Mystic) and especially to the Noank Baptist Church. 
     
The next day, Saturday, June 30, will be the actual “House and Garden Tour”, occurring between 10:00 a.m. and 
4:00 p.m.  It will have 14 different sites, including some that are only a house, some that are only a garden, others 
that are both a house and a garden, and one, our Noank Baptist Church, that is both a Meeting House and a garden.  
The inclusion of the church is a “first” for such tours and is occurring as part of the celebration of the 175th anniver-
sary of the founding of the Noank Baptist Church in 1843.  The houses involved in the tour include a wonderful 
variety of 19th and 20th century “Cape Cod”, “Greek Revival”, and “Classical Colonial” homes, as well as a former 
stable and barn converted into a magnificent 21st century dwelling.  The gardens include a typical “English Cottage 
Garden”, a menagerie of stone and concrete animals, and a hilltop sprawl of pools and boulders.  One of the gar-
dens, the Memorial Garden of the Noank Baptist Church, has been cited by the Mystic Garden Club for “Civic 
Beautification” as has another of the gardens at the Noank Village Boatyard.  The Church is also inviting the public 
into the Meeting House to see the beautiful Sanctuary, the charming “Spicer Chapel”, and a fine “175th  
Anniversary” art exhibition in the Parlor. 
     
Tickets are on sale at “Carson’s” in Noank, at Bank Square Books and Mystical Toys in Mystic, or at the website 
https://noankhouseandgardentour.eventbrite.com.  If you wish to be a “Patron” and to attend the Reception on 
Friday evening, June 29, you may buy a ticket for $40 that will enable you to attend both the Reception on Friday 
evening and the Tour on Saturday.  If you want only to attend the Saturday Tour, you may purchase a ticket for $25. 
     
The agencies to receive the proceeds of the Tour are Noank Community Support Services, Mystic River Homes, and 
Our Shoreline Community Association (OSCA).  All of these have close associations with our Noank Baptist 
Church.  The first, Noank Community Support Services, offers a variety of services, most significantly, three group 
homes that care for homeless young adults, adolescent girls, and refugee children.  The second, Mystic River Homes, 
is a complex of 96 government subsidized apartments for seniors or handicapped persons.  The third, OSCA, offers 
information and services, including transportation and social activities, to seniors.  
     
If you are not going to be “in town” at the time of the Reception and the Tour, and wish to support the beneficiaries 
of the Tour, you may simply make a contribution to OSCA, P.O. Box 287, West Mystic, CT 06388-8287, marked as 
a contribution for the House and Garden Tour. 
     
If you are going to be around at the time of the Reception and the Tour and would like to volunteer your help in a 
number of different ways, please contact Nancy Pratt at nancyandjim15@gmail.com or 860-326-5531. 

https://noankhouseandgardentour.eventbrite.com/
mailto:nancyandjim15@gmail.com
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May Council News 
 

The Council held their monthly meeting on Wednesday, May 2, 2018 with 13 mem-
bers and one non-member present.  Pastor Paul Hayes offered an opening prayer.  

The minutes from the April 4, 2018 meeting were accepted as written.  The church 
calendar was reviewed.  

 Pastor Hayes presented a written report highlighting his many activities during 
the month of April, noting an unusual decrease in the number of people attending 
Sunday services on Easter and subsequent Sundays, likely related to the unusually cold 
snowy weather as well as health-related issues with some of the regular attendees.  He 
noted the successful Chili Cook-off, organized by the Garmons as well as the some-
what less successful Earth Day community clean up.  He noted plans for the 175th 
Anniversary Celebration later this month as well as the certificates received by Tim and 
Debbie Bates from ABCCONN recognizing the Anniversary at the region’s annual 
meeting.  He noted that a contribution from the Deacon’s Fund was made through an 
ABCCONN offering to raise funds for Puerto Rico Baptists supporting communities 
still impacted by the effects of Hurricane Maria.  Pastor Hayes attended the Alliance of 
Baptists annual gathering in Dayton Ohio, which focused on environmental steward-
ship.  He continues with a great deal of pastoral care and will be hosting the Greater 
New London Clergy Association next week and participating in the US Coast Guard 
retirement ceremony for Rick Wyman. 
 The Finance team reported that the checking account remains healthy with 
somewhat greater than expected income for the month as well as some unbudgeted 

donations towards the anniversary celebration.  Expenses for the month were as budgeted.  The scholarship 
fund currently has $794. toward a goal of $1000, some of which will be presented to qualifying High School 
graduates this year. 
 A written report for Spiritual Life activities included a review of the Earth Day celebration, plans 
for Vacation Bible School and Fusion Youth Group activities including three youth who attended the 
Nightwatch program at St. John the Devine Cathedral in New York City.  Pastor Hayes added information 
that Noank Baptist Church has been recognized as being #48 in the nation for ABCUSA giving out of over 
5,000 churches, as well as being recognized as a High Donating Church for ABCCONN and Alliance of 
Baptists.  There will be a CREDO meeting this coming Sunday evening in the parlor. 
 The Property ministry coordinator reported that most planned work for the year is pending until 
later in the year.  It was noted however that a pipe with fiber-optic wires was found under the grassy area of 
the memorial garden.  The nature of this this is being investigated and plans for dealing with it are being 
discussed with any work done to deal with the issue postponed until after the Noank House and Garden 
Tour at the end of June.  There are limited spaces left in the Memorial Garden.  There was discussion about 
a proposal to put solar panels on the south-facing roof once the new roof has been installed.  Costs will be 
compared with current Eversource Bills.  Any requirements related to the weight of the panels will also be 
investigated and brought forward to the next meeting.  A Task Force will be formed to gather information 
on the details and bring a recommendation forward. 
 Community Outreach reports that the Corner Closet remains closed, a chairperson for the Holiday 
Bazaar is needed, and plans for the House and Garden Tour on June 30th are ongoiing,  The Prayer Shawl 
Ministry is currently busy working on gifts for this year’s High School graduates.   
 Preparations for the 175th Anniversary Celebration on the weekend May 18-20 are progressing with 
115 people registered for the banquet with a limit of 122.  Volunteers are needed to make cookies for a des-
sert tray at the banquet.  A new caterer had to be found when the original one returned the deposit a few 
weeks ago saying they were going out of business.  Disposable plates, cups and napkins were provided by an 
anonymous donor.  There currently are about 62 people who have entered information toward the 175 vol-
unteer challenge.  A measuring graphic is posted in the Narthex to show our progress.  Volunteers are need-
ed to assist at the church during the house and garden tour.  The parlor, sanctuary and chapel will be open 
for visitors as well as the gardens.  

The next Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 6, 2018 at 7 pm.  All are welcome to 
attend.  Full council meeting minutes are available upon request. 

      Bonnie Banks, Church Clerk 

Council Members 
Moderator:  Charles Anderson 
Clerk:  Bonnie Banks 
Treasurer:  Jane Templeton 
Asst Treas:  Debbie Bates 
Finance:        Jennifer Johnson 
                      Carol Spunar 
Property:        Adrian Johnson 
                  Jonathan Lane 
Spiritual Life: Valerie King 
   Shannon Weigle 
Comm. Life Deb Garmon  
 Steve Gordon 
Staff Relations:Kim Johnson 
At Large: Sherrie Nielsen 
 Deb Thompson 
 Ed Johnson 
 Oliver Porter 
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2018 Connecticut Early Music Festival 
 
The 36th season of Connecticut Early Music Festival will be held at Evans Hall, Connecticut  
College during the month of June.  The performances are as follows: 

 
Friday, June 8 @ 7:30 pm—Bach harpsichord concerti for 1 and 3 harpsichords featuring  

Ian Watson, Gregory Hayes and Grant Moss, harpsichords; Vivaldi sinfonias 
 

Sunday, June 10 @ 5:00 pm—Beethoven sonata for fortepiano and violin featuring  
Susanna Ogata, violin; Guy Fishman, cello; Ian Watson fortepiano 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Friday, June 15 @ 7:30 pm—Handel’s Acis and Galatea 

 
Sunday, June 17 @ 5:00 pm—16th and 17th century music for two lutes: Virtuoso 

music from Italy and England 
 
 
 
 

Friday, June 22 @ 7:30 pm—Music for cello da spalla and more 
 

Sunday, June 24 @ 5:00 pm—All Mozart program:  Jupiter Symphony, Piano Concerto No. 21 
(“Elvira Madigan”) 

 
Tickets are $40; student $12.  To order tickets:  visit www.ctearlymusic.org; call 860-439-2787. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: purchase tickets to 4 or more concerts and get a 15% discount; all tickets are 
General Admission; receptions will follow the performances on the 10th and 24th. 
 

BPFNA/Bautistas por la Paz  

Peace Camp 

What do Paul Hayes, Maddie Lewis, Lizzie Lewis, and  
Conner Wyman all share in common?   

                      They’re going to Peace Camp this summer!!  So can you! 
 

The annual week of inspiration this year (July 2-7) will be held at Keuka College on the 
beautiful shores of Keuka Lake in the Finger Lakes region of New York.  For more infor-
mation, go to www.bpfna.org, or pick up the brochure in the Narthex literature rack. 
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Our Shoreline Community Association 
P. O. Box 287  

West Mystic, CT 06388-0287 

(860) 271-1681     OSCAforSeniors@gmail.com 

 

 
House & Garden Tour In Noank Village 

Saturday, June 30, 2018 
10:00 am to 4:00 pm 

 
 

The “Noank Village House and Garden Tour” on June 30 will provide the opportunity for the 
public to visit a number of the most fascinating houses and beautiful gardens in our part of  
Connecticut.  
 
The tour will feature 14 houses and gardens, plus the Noank Baptist Church and its gardens 
with a special exhibition of paintings of these sites being shown at the Main Street House.  
 
On Friday, June 29, there will be a reception for “Sponsors” of the tour at 8 Front Street, with 
fine entertainment and refreshments, plus a preview of the paintings to be shown the next day 
on the tour.  A special ticket is required for this reception.  
 
Tickets for the House & Garden Tour are $25.  Tickets for the “Sponsor” Reception are $40 and 
also include access to the House & Garden Tour.  Tickets will be available beginning Memorial 
Day weekend at Bank Square Books and Mystical Toys in downtown Mystic and Carson’s in No-
ank.  
 
The proceeds of the tour will benefit three local agencies, Noank Community Support Services, 
Mystic River Homes and Our Shoreline Community Association (OSCA).  
 

Tom Jennerwein Art Show 
June 12-16 

 
Tom Jennerwein will a contributing pleine aire painter during the week of June 12 to 16 on the 
grounds of the Mystic Seaport and surrounding areas.  A show and reception will follow on  
Saturday June 16 from 5:30-7 pm to view Tom’s paintings, as well as other artists who will be 
participating that week.   
 
Tom will also be the artist in residence at the Ocean House in Watch Hill, R.I on July 7 and 8 
and will be demonstrating the art of watercolors.  All are welcome!! 


