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MARCH 2016 

The America for Christ offering, sponsored by the 
American Baptist Churches USA, will be received in 
our church on March 6.  The theme of this offering is 
Discipleship:  Becoming More Like CHRIST.  Paul stated 
in Ephesians 2:10, “For we are what he had made us,  
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.”  The offering helps support 
neighborhood centers across the U.S., colleges, prison ministries and aid to local churches.  A significant 
portion of the offering is returned to our American Baptist Churches of CT (ABCCONN), some of which 
supports Camp Wightman. 

First Annual Chili Cook Off & Pretzel Fest  
Following worship on Sunday March 13th 

 

Begin your lunch by making your version of a Perfect Pretzel! 

It will be baked for you, enabling you to begin tasting chili!  

 
 
 
 

Bring your BEST Chili and Appetite!  
 
Chili Judging categories will be: 
 Best Meat Chili 
 Best Veggie Chili 
Surprise trophies will be awarded to  
“NBC Chili Champs”!         

            Holy Week Celebrates with Dance and Brass! 

 
For Palm Sunday’s morning worship service, we will be joined by two  
special guests!  Key points in the service will be marked by the wonderful  
interpretive dance of Libby Flunker and her trumpet-playing father, Joel Flunker.  Libby is 
an advanced student at the Eastern Connecticut Ballet and has been featured in their  
annual production of “The Nutcracker” at the Garde Theatre.  Joel is an outstanding  
classical and jazz trumpet performer and 20-year member of the Coast Guard Band. 
 

Easter morning is celebrated with full fanfare, as an outstanding brass quintet accompanies the glorious 
singing of the NBC choir and congregation.  Our guests include trumpeters Tom Brown (principal  
trumpet, CG Band), Kelly Watkins (CG Band), horn player Heather Doughty (CG Band horn section  
leader), trombonist Todd Millen (Creative Arts Department Chair, Kingswood Oxford School) and tubist 
Rich Denton (CG Band tuba section leader). 
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PALM SUNDAY—MARCH 20 
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 10:00 AM 

 
We will begin our worship service with a palm procession by the children of the 
church.  If your children are participating in the palm procession, please be sure 
that they arrive ten minutes before the service and meet in the Parlor to receive 
their palms. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY COMMUNION SERVICE 
MARCH 24 @ 7:00 PM 

 
Our remembrance of the Last Supper will begin with a shared communion  
service hosted by Old Mystic Baptist Church, 151 Shewville Road.  The  
service will begin at 7:00 pm.  All are welcome. 

GOOD FRIDAY WALK—MARCH 25 
 
This annual Good Friday Walk on March 25 offers us the opportunity 
to remember Jesus as we walk the 7-mile route from the Mystic  
Congregational Church to the Old Mystic Methodist Church and 

back.  Instead of carrying a cross, Stations of the Cross are visible along the way.  MAEC sponsors 
this as a relief of poverty for families in rural Alabama and Mississippi and hunger needs in this  
area.  Can you be a sponsor and/or walker?  Registration for all of those walking is from 7:00 a.m. 
– 9:00 a.m. at Mystic Congregational Church on Good Friday.  Sponsor forms will be available on 
the table in the Narthex or by contacting Gloria in the church office. 

GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE WORSHIP 
MARCH 25 @ 7:30 PM IN THE SANCTUARY 

 
Good Friday is a solemn occasion as we reflect on the story of Jesus’ death.  
This service is an appropriate mix of Scripture texts and music with the  
traditional Tenebrae experience in the extinguishing of candles, symbolic of the 
last hours of Jesus’ life on earth. 

EASTER SONRISE WORSHIP BY THE WATER 
MARCH 27 @ 7:00 AM 

Join Pastor Hayes and other “early birds” as we gather on the shoreline lawn 
of Chip and Mary Anderson’s home (19 Latham Lane in Noank) for our 
Easter Sonrise worship (weather permitting). 

EASTER WORSHIP SERVICE IN THE SANCTUARY 
MARCH 27 @ 10:00 AM 

 
Please join us for our Easter Worship Service in the sanctuary for  
wonderful music, beautiful flowers and resurrection joy.  This is the  
highlight of our church year, as we gather in true celebration!  Bring your 
family and friends for this memorable morning! 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=images+for+maundy+thursday&view=detailv2&&id=102343769586170A3EA9839F05FF3DBD9B1E598F&selectedIndex=2&ccid=vNfg%2fPce&simid=608038074301417649&thid=OIP.Mbcd7e0fcf71ec0f576ff5203e064054ao0
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 In this rough and tumble period of Presidential primaries, I like many have been 
turned off by the vitriol, vulgarity, and vainglory of the campaigners and their  
constituencies.  If the ultimate selection wasn’t so consequential, we might view this as little 
more than “reality” entertainment or a season of “Survivor” on steroids.  We get the same 
political intrigue, the name-calling and posturing, and the “win at all costs” mentality that 
proves once again Darwin was right: a survival of the fittest determines whose legacy lives 

on.  We only are left wondering if the “fittest” is actually the best choice for President. 
 More positively, we are witnessing the true nature of this country.  It is diverse, with no 
clear majority dominating the results.  Parse it out racially, ethnically, regionally, or culturally and 
what we have is then only further separated out by ideologies, interests, and trendy inclinations.  
Large voting blocs are no longer assured or easily manipulated, which is frustrating to the  
politicians and pundits, and particularly to the establishment’s wealthy patrons, since past standards 
and perspectives fail to accurately forecast the unfolding trends.  Likewise, where experience once 
seemed to matter, no longer is this true, since political credentials are considered by many to be a 
liability rather than a sign of earned trust. 
 What are we to make of this?  It’s hard to say, since there are no conventional rules that 
apply or guide us.  Except, we do have the perspective of history.  Namely, this is the way the  
nation was in its earliest decades, as portrayed by biographies of the Founders and the recent 
Broadway hit, “Hamilton,” which has brought the colorful life of Alexander Hamilton front and 
center.  His story alone leaves the impression that political circuses are nothing new; this year is no 
less raucous than past elections, particularly compared to the nascent period of this democracy.  
Certain personalities dominated the Continental Congress and its suc-
cessors; Washington, Jefferson, Franklin, Adams, Paine, Jay, Henry, 
Madison, Hamilton, were among the stars, but stakes were high and no 
one won without a dogged, and often nasty, fight.  Political differences 
were often voiced with personal insults; arguments often devolved into 
bodily threats; policies were forced through or forged painfully with 
compromises that left few satisfied.  In other words, as much as poli-
tics turn us off today, in our nation’s history this is nothing new.  Yet, 
somehow this country survived. 
 What has not gone un-noticed, however, is the way religion is used and abused to appeal to 
certain constituents.  In an era when Christianity is already losing its credibility in the public square 
for a variety of reasons, politicians and preachers still mix their intentions in ways that pose a  
disservice to both institutions.  I’m reminded of Tocqueville’s observation: “religion cannot share 
the material strength of…rulers without being burdened with…the animosity roused against 
them.”  A few too many religious leaders have publicly embraced specific politicians with  
endorsements which lend a moral authority to the candidate’s positions (I often ask myself, on 
what basis does this candidate reflect the teachings of Jesus?).  Mixing political endorsements and 
religious authority has happened before and will again, but every time it does, it chafes against our 
better sensibilities for why organized religion needs to maintain a critical distance from the election 
process. 
 As a Baptist, I am not a theocrat nor do I desire a theocracy.  As a Christian, I want people 
to be free to choose not to follow Jesus, as much as I want them to make that choice.  Religion 
doesn’t need to align itself with the universal (yet coercive) powers of the political state and  
benefits more from respect and independence from governing authorities to serve its role in  
guiding the human conscience.  Jefferson (himself, a product of the Enlightenment) was more  
concerned about the influence of a particular sect of religion upon government, but wisely drew 
the line by presenting it in the image of a solid wall separating these two principal forces guiding 
civilization.  One wonders if he was basing his views in hindsight on the religiously abusive  
monarchies of Europe or envisioning the dangers that would lie ahead in this still developing  
                                                                                        (continued on the following page) 
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(continued from previous page) 
republic where local churches governed the hearts of people across the land more than the federal 
state.  Either way, the wisdom to separate the mutual interests of church and state are as relevant 
today as then. 

In our society, religion plays a vital role in the public square to keep politics accountable to 
higher, more universal values of honesty, integrity, fairness, mercy, service and justice while, in 
turn, politics helps to keep religious traditions grounded in the current and future needs of society.  
During political seasons, religious people should speak out to hold politicians to noble social and 
ethical standards; at the same time, politics needs to ground religious traditions in the social realities 
and spiritual needs of the present challenging, in particular, injustices harbored and protected by 
religious traditions and institutional taboos.  Each serves as the prophetic gadfly to the other.   If 
they mix and cater to each other’s interests, then they lose the role and proper moral authority each 
can bring to bear on the other.   

As I see it, political and religious values must be held constantly in creative tension so that 
diverse populations and society as a whole can make collective choices that serve the interests of 
our nation, as well as the entirety of humankind.  In a democracy, the political process will, no 
doubt, get messy and ugly at times, but at least religion can be a prophetic critique of the ugliness, 
not a partner or a participant in it.  No matter who is elected President, organized religion across 
the spectrum will still have a role to hold both parties and all politicians accountable for their ac-
tions and policies.  The gadfly role works quite well.  In the current tenor of our times, it may be 
the only way we can be sure that religion and democracy in this country ultimately and mutually 
survive. 

Our prayers and thoughts are with those who have had recent surgery, been 
in the hospital, received treatment, in rehabilitative care, or are recuperating at 
home:  Sally Starzec, Ruth Atcheson, Gary Reas, Fred Anderson, Doug 
Mansfield, Kent LaGasse, Arleen Stamm, Daniel Porter, John Ruggeri, 
Valerie King, Ruth Hodgson, Barb Eckelmeyer, and Tom Lewis.   
Andrew Henry Harris, who was born on January 7 spent a few days in the 

hospital recently because of respiratory issues.  We’re grateful he’s recovered and returned home to 
parents, Heather (Dubrule) and Randy Harris.  Relieved grandparents include Faith and 
Charlie Allen and Greg Dubrule. 

Eric Andersen has moved to Osborn C.I. recently.  His new address is: Keith Eric Ander-
sen, #352545, Osborn C.I., 100 Bilton Rd., P.O. Box 100, Somers CT 06071. 

Please remember our homebound and those in rehab/nursing care: Mimi Avery (at 
home), Errol and Alicia Crossman (at home), Betty and Gene Brustolon (at home), Ken 
Knobloch (at home), Betty Guhl (Fairview), Millie Jensen (Fairview), and Cindy Booth (Sunny 
Lodge, New London). 

News from around the Church Family 
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       Save the Date 
         August 8-12, 2016 

 
NBC Vacation Bible School  

 
 

DEEP SEA DISCOVERY 
God is with me wherever I go! 

 

 

Easter Community Craft Night 
Tuesday, March 15, 2016 

6:30—8:00 pm 
At the Noank Baptist Church 

 
This annual craft night includes crafts for all ages from 3-18!.  

Snacks and beverages will be provided for a fun night!  The admission is free, and so are 
the crafts.  Bring your children, grandchildren, step-children and your neighbor’s children!  
If you have any questions, please contact Sue Robinson @ 860-536-7129. 

Easter Celebration!!! 
 
Come join us on Easter Sunday, March 27 for our Easter Celebration.  Kids 
will attend worship and at 10 am will join their friends for Easter fun  
downstairs in the vestry! 
 
There will be separate Easter Egg Hunts and Parties for the nursery/pre-K 
class and kids 5+.  All are welcome to join in the fun!! 

Children and Family Ministries 

Children from NBC gave from the heart on Valentine’s Day this year.   

 

Marti Bradshaw, Lizzie Lewis, and Desirae Rinkes planned a Valentine’s 

Day party and craft event.  Kids made beautiful cards complete with  

stickers, glitter glue, and ribbons to be dropped off to the homebound 

members of NBC.  They also enjoyed a little treat; frosting their own heart-shaped cookies and 

loading them with candy and drinking strawberry milk or pink lemonade. It was a sweet little party!  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=images+of+deep+sea+discovery+vacation+bible+school&view=detailv2&&id=18790E77D16626D4BD2353188D41D5F6FD8E7E15&selectedIndex=0&ccid=u1thYU7k&simid=608055743796546001&thid=OIP.Mbb5b61614ee49b868fb290128d2eccfeo0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=images+of+valentine+cookies&view=detailv2&&id=0D6F1070E35C21086E60C9EAFCE07FAE275BADCB&selectedIndex=0&ccid=t4xo3IDQ&simid=608004637984689281&thid=OIP.Mb78c68dc80d0e25b6409819b7922600cH0
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Fast FUN & Fabulous February! 

Laramie Project: International Baccalaureate 

Fitch HS student Noelle directed this powerful 

presentation, bringing awareness to PFLAG’s 

mission & donated more than $2,000 to 

PFLAG as collected over the two evenings.  

NBC 9 Soups Supper: A warm delish commu-

nity success, thanks to great soup donations 

(THANK YOU!) & loving helping hands in the 

kitchen (Thank you, Thank you!) PBBC Soup 

Supper was cancelled due to heavy snowfall! 

Tell Me A Story Winter Retreat: Camp Wight-

man was a bee hive of buzz-iness! Games, 

Yummy Food, Team Building Challenges, & 

OUR STORY Project to be displayed in our 

churches. Young adult leaders really made a 

heart-felt difference!! Thank you!! 

Marching Into Spring!  

Wed Feb 24 Lenten Supper Pretzels 

3-5pm: PBBC hide & seek + Yummy warm 

pretzels = Fun & Yum Fellowship! Join Us! 

Fri Mar 11 Jesus Christ Super Star 3-5:30pm 

“What’s the buzz - Tell Me What’s a Happenin’?” Join us 

at NBC for this iconic film!!! 

Sun March 13 Pretzels n Chili A yummy FUN fami-

ly time right after NBC service (11:15am) open to all!  

Tues March 15 Craft Night at NBC @ 6:30-8pm 

open to the public for all ages k-12 grades!  

Maundy Thursday March 24 Community Service of 

Communion & Tenebrae @6:30pm, Old Mystic Baptist  

Good Friday March 25 Whose up for a nice walk? 

(Morning) FUNdraising Good Friday Walk begins @ 

7am in Mystic.      (Noon) Good Friday Service @ PBBC 

12pm   (Evening) Tenebrae Service @ NBC 7pm    

Easter Sunday Mar 27 Services (Son Rise) 7am @ NBC (Morning) 9:30am @ PBBC and 10am @ NBC 

(L) Lizzie  & (far R) 
Noelle in Laramie 

NBC Soup Sup Group 
(up) including Betsey & 
Dez  (lower left photo) 

Our Story 
Project (R), 
‘Table Top’ 
Challenge 
(L) & Camp 
W Classic 
Co-Op 
Youth 
Group (Far 
lower L) 
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Hats for Hope 
     Calling all knitters and crocheters!  Once again, we are asking for your help 
in providing hats for homeless shelters, cancer patients and the needy in our 
area.  We need hats for newborns, small children and adults.  We have had 
many hats donated but many more are needed. 
     If you can help, please contact Sandy Mansfield at 860-445-6208 and she will provide you 
with a pattern (if you need one) and knitting supplies.  You may use your own yarn and 
pattern, but no wool please. 

Easter Sunday Flowers 
For the Chancel—March 27, 2016 

Donate Easter flowers in memory or  
on behalf of a loved one 

 

To donate flowers in honor of, in celebration of, or in memory 
of a loved one, please contact Gloria in the church office at 860-

536-7129 before Monday, March 21, 2016.  The suggested minimum donation is $10.  Make 
checks payable to Noank Baptist Church with Easter Flower Fund in the memo line and send it 
to Noank Baptist Church, 18 Cathedral Heights, Noank, CT 06340, attn. Gloria.  Please be sure 
to list the loved one’s name(s) and who should be listed as the donor. 

Pocket Prayer Shawls 
 

Knitters and crocheters are needed to provide mini prayer shawls.  
These can be put in your purse or in your pocket to hold onto when 
you feel the need for prayer.  The good thing about these mini shawls is 
that it only takes one half hour to make one.  If you are interested, yarn, 
needles and instructions can be provided by contacting Joan Butler at 
860-572-1446 or Bonnie Banks at 860-536-6048.  If you would like one of these mini shawls, they 
are available at all times in a basket on the tale in the Narthex.  Please take one!!! 

MEALS for CAL ROBERTSON & Friends at St. Francis House 
 

As a church, we are helping out Cal Robertson by providing a meal each Wednesday for St. Fran-
cis House, where Cal lives.  Volunteers are needed to provide a meal, or part of a meal, for 8 indi-
viduals.  If you can help, please sign your name on the date that you can help on the sign-up sheet 
located on the table in the Narthex or contact Betsey Goetsch at 860-235-2729.   

World Day of Prayer 
Friday, March 4 @ 9:30 am 

Old Mystic Methodist Church 
(near Old Mystic General Store) 

 
Worship Service Planned ByWomen from Cuba 

 
All Are Welcome 
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We are happy to report that the winter weather has thus-far been treating 
us well here at the NBC.  Aside from the unusually chilly Sunday on  
February 14, it seems like spring is in sight.   
 
We are the two new property coordinators (Jonathan Lane and Adrian  
Johnson), and we have been busy getting up to speed on the day to day  
maintenance of the meeting house and church owned properties.  Both of 
us have had multiple meetings with our Sexton (Frank Lewis), who has a 
wealth of knowledge about all of the properties and has been more than 
willing to fill us in.  We have also been reviewing the needs of some aspects of the  
exterior façade on the meetinghouse, and are progressing towards a longer term maintenance plan.  
With the weather breaking soon, we will be taking a closer look at some the areas needing attention 
and working towards resolution.   
 
The boilers have been running well, and there have fortunately been no significant mechanical 
problems.  Snow removal has been a bit more reasonable than last year.  We have only received 
billing for January thus-far, and with the relatively few snow events we are hopeful to have much 
lower snow removal expenses this year.  We are also in the process of getting quotes on getting the 
parking lot re-sealed.   
 
As we become more familiar with all the aspects of the church property’s, we hope to have more 
updates in the months to come.   

   Respectfully Submitted, 

   Jonathan Lane & Adrian Johnson 

SALE AT CORNER CLOSET 
 
     The Corner Closet is having their “Buy for $1” sale.  They are selling women’s  
blouses, skirts, pants and men’s pants and shirts—all for just $1!!!!! 
      Store hours are Wednesday and Saturday 10 am to noon and Friday 1-4 pm. 
     From donations, we were able to help clothe three babies and give warm gloves 
and scarves to those in need. 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR 
The Hospitality Group is reorganizing the coffee time after worship  
service.  We will now have a person or two who will be responsible for 
setup and food (anyone can contribute food and offer to help).   
Organization is by the month.  The schedule as of this date is as  
follows: 
Week 1:  Betsey Goetsch 860-235-2729 or betseygoetsch@sbcglobal.net 
Week 2:  Kate Blacker 860-705-8924 or kblacker@sbcglobal.net 
Week 3:  Sandy Mansfield 860-445-6208 
Week 4:  Open 
Week 5:  Maddie & Lizzie Lewis 860-910-7718 
 
If anyone can help for week 4 of each month, please contact Betsey Goetsch. 
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Art Exhibit in the Church Parlor 
     Calling all church members to consider sharing a work of art for a new ex-
hibit in the church parlor, scheduled to open on Sunday, April 3.  This time, we 
have a theme:  RENEWAL. 
     We would love to include your painting, drawing, photograph, digital print, 
fabric work or poem in this show.  To fit the theme RENEWAL, here are some 
ideas to tap your creative juices:  new growth, garden, flowers, spring, warmth, 
sunshine, water, puppies, birds and children. 

     The work must fit with the theme and is must be framed and ready to hang.  Because wall space 
is limited, we can accept only one piece per person. 
     We will hang the show on March 31 and open on Sunday, April 3. 
     If you are interested in submitting an art work, or if you have questions, please call Posy Webber 
at 203-564-6011 or see the signup sheet on the table in the Narthex. 

OutCT Youth Program 
Sunday, March 20 from 3-6 pm 

High Street House, 193 High Street, Mystic 
 

The Mission of this program is to provide a monthly meeting space where gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, transgender, queer and questioning youth can gather, socialize, 
network, have discussions and build peer support.  Our Vision is to ensure and develop the health 
and well-being of sexual and gender minority youth, along with their potential to become advocates 
and leaders in the community. 
 
For additional information, please contact Curtis Goodwin, 860-339-4060 ext. 5 or by email 
youth@outct.org 

Aaaaah Spring! 

 Looking forward to spring?  To 
working in your garden?  

 Ready for those outdoor chores?   

 Want to prevent injury? Increase 
your flexibility? Shake off winter!?! 

Open to the whole community, enjoy an 
hour of gentle yoga & stretching… 
Don’t feel you’re in shape!? That’s why 
we are holding this class! We need lots-
o-stretching & good mobility!                     

  All Ages Indoor FUN:   

March 22 - April 14 on Tues & Thurs @ 5:30-6:30pm This one month class will be held in the 
vestry (lower level) of Noank Baptist Church.  Sponsored by Noank Rowing Club, the cost is $7 a 
class.  Questions?  Interested?  Learn more by chatting with last year’s participants Kristen NOB, 
Jennifer (Guhl) J, Steve K, or George OB 
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February Council News 

Bonnie Banks, Clerk 
 
     The Council held their monthly meeting on Wednesday, February 
3rd, 2016 with eleven members present.  As the first meeting of the 

new council year, members present introduced themselves and 
their role on the council.   
     The corrected minutes from the January 13, 2016 meeting 
were approved. 
     Pastor Hayes was not present for the meeting as he was in  
Phoenix attending an American Baptist colloquium.  He  
provided a written update on his many activities since our last 
meeting, including many health concerns and pastoral visits,  
including the passing of former Council member, Cyp Cyr.  A 
memorial service for Cyp will take place on Saturday, February 
13th.  Kent LaGasse is currently hospitalized and prayers are  
requested for him, among many others with health-related  
situations from our congregation.  We were pleased to host the 
MAEC Annual Meeting on January 22 where Mary Brodhead 
was awarded the Pat and Neil Kluepfel Community Service 
Award for 2016.  Those in attendance appreciated the wonderful 
way in which we hosted the event, thanks to Betsey Goetsch and 

Maureen Block.  Pastor Hayes also reports that he is auditing a very interesting class at Hartford 
Seminary titled “Religion, Conflict, and Peacemaking” this  
semester  
     A reminder was given that Gloria Marshall’s time has been cut back to fifteen hours a week, 
although she did work several hours extra to assure that the Annual Report was published on time.  
Her hours will be Monday through Friday from 9 am to noon. 
     Finance reported that the operating fund started the year with a cushion of year-end income 
from the conclusion of 2015 plus pre-paid pledges for 2016, which will cover expense that can  
exceed income received in a particular month, with some months typically showing lower income 
than expenses.  Expenses to date have been within budget. 
     The Worship and Arts Committee reports that they are planning special events during the  
worship services on the third Sunday of each month. 
     The Property Coordinators are monitoring the leak issues and report no signs of leaking with 
the rain this week.  As discussed, the issue seems to be related to the wind direction.  Gutters will 
be cleaned and monitoring of the issue will continue with further research into further investigation 
of the extent of the problem and possible solutions. 
     Community Outreach is seeking assistance with more workers needed for Habitat for Humanity 
projects (contact Mary Brodhead), the Monday night community kitchen (contact Doug Mansfield) 
and Wednesday dinners for Cal Robertson at St. Francis House (contact Betsey Goetsch).   
     Sunday Coffee Hour will be covered by several people on alternating Sundays. 
     The next Council meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 2, 2016 at 7 pm.  All are 
welcome to attend.   

Full council meeting minutes are available upon request. 

 
 

Council Members 
Moderator:  Charles Anderson 
Clerk:  Bonnie Banks 
Treasurer:  Jane Templeton 
Asst Treas:  Debbie Bates 
Finance:        Nancy Gilmore 
                      Carol Spunar 
Property:        Adrian Johnson 
                  Jonathan Lane 
Spiritual Life: Valerie King 
   Mary Harris 
Comm Life: Betsey Goetsch 
 Steve Gordon 
Staff Relations: Open 
At Large: Nora Andrews 
 Trux Brodhead 
 Katy Nelsen 
 Jennifer Johnson Wilbur 
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Our Shoreline Community Association 
P. O. Box 287  

West Mystic, CT 06388-0287 
(860) 271-1681     OSCAforSeniors@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

OSCA Potluck — Join Us!! 
 

All are invited to come and learn more  
about this exciting organization in our community! 

 

Friday, April 1, 2016 
6:00 pm 

at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Mystic 
(15 Pearl Street, Mystic) 

 
 

As a guide, we ask that those of you with last names beginning with the 
letters A-G bring a salad or main dish, H-L bring a salad or dessert,  

M-Z bring appetizer or main dish.  
This is just a "guide" -- please bring whatever you desire! 

 
 
 

Please RSVP by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, March 30 (860) 271-1681 or  
OSCAforSeniors@gmail.com if you plan to attend 
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ABCUSA Global Specialists 

Dan and Sharon Buttry 

Conflict Transformation Training in the Philippines 

Sharon and I arrived in the Philippines in Manila then headed up to Baguio, about 6 hours north of Ma-
nila.  Then I returned to pick our participants up at the airport and return to Baguio.  We are holding the 
trainings at a beautiful conference center at the Philippine Baptist Theological Seminary, a partner insti-
tution with International Ministries.  Baguio is up in the mountains, so it doesn't have the stifling heat of 
Manila--very pleasant setting and a wonderful host community. 
 
Our co-facilitator on the first team was Jec Dan Borlado, a young 
Filipino pastor who was in the 2012 TCTT.  Jec has been very active 
in global Baptist youth activity and participated in the 2009 Global 
Baptist Peace Conference in Rome.  I also visited with Jec's parents 
who do ministry among the migrant Filipino workers in Hong Kong 
during one of my trips there. 
 
Our participants for this first TCTT in Baguio came from Pakistan, Sri 
Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh, Hong Kong (Ivy and Emerson Wu, my IM 
missionary colleagues), Philippines, Myanmar, and especially In-
dia.  We had 12participants from India, though 6 of our Indian registrants from south India were denied 
visas for some reason. 

It was a great group and training for the 10 days as we covered a host of conflict transformation top-
ics.  They were high performing and very engaged.  Some have been through terrible traumas in war 
contexts.  In northeast India many of the church leaders are on peace commissions or networks set up 
by the Baptist conventions to work on peace in inter-ethnic conflict.  Many of the Filipinos were engaged 
in grassroots struggles for justice and environmental concerns.  The Sri Lankans were working on post-
war reconciliation and healing.  

But one difficult challenge was health.  Four of our partici-
pants developed serious health concerns.  A young Filipino 
participant was so sick he returned home.  Our Pakistani par-
ticipant was sick with diabetes and high blood pressure so 
that he missed over half the sessions.  We tried to keep him 
connected, but he missed many of the experiences and group 
life.  More seriously a Naga pastor/activist with a group 
fighting corruption and the extortion carried out by Naga insur-
gent groups developed a serious condition that put him in the 
hospital.  When he got out we arranged for his early return 
home.  I was glad he and I spent a long time talking together 
on the bus from Manila to Baguio.  I view the group he's lead-
ing as one of the most significant developments in the whole 

Naga story, so having him miss most of the training was sad for all of us. 
 
Most distressing was what happened to the general secretary for the Baptists in Tripura, India.  C.K.'s 
diabetes got way out of control, then he developed pneumonia and had a heart attack!  We would have 
lost him if it occurred at night.  He spent some time in the hospital and is now heading home, looking 
better, but still not great. 
 
Through all this illness the training went on in spectacular fashion.  The group also stood by those strug-
gling with illness, and helped pay for C.K.'s hospitalization (which was affordable, unlike U.S. health 
care!).  Jec helped out so much, and we learned he had a background in medical technology that was 
so useful in caring for C.K. and dealing with the hospital.  


