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 Anchor      
Newsletter of the Noank Baptist Church, Noank CT 

860.536.7129      www.noankbaptistchurch.org 

OCTOBER 2014 

World Communion Sunday—October 5 
World Mission Offering 

 

     World Communion Sunday is the time when we celebrate the 
world’s diversity and providence of God in our lives.  We invite each 
household to bring a small quantity of fruit or bread (or crackers) 
that we use as our elements at the Lord’s Table.  Be creative and 
celebrate this time of worship of global song and community. 

     Remember to bring your contribution for our World Mission Offering.  The proceeds of 
the offering received throughout October, will be evenly divided between our Baptist  
affiliated mission agencies:  American Baptist Churches USA and Alliance of Baptists.  So, 
give generously as you are able, as we support the ministries of Christ throughout the 
world!!  Envelopes are attached to this newsletter and will be available in the pew racks 
throughout the month of October. 

AWAB Sunday  
October 19 

 
     The theme of the 2014 AWAB Sunday is  
         Celebrating the Gift of LGBTQ Lives.   
 

     Noank Baptist Church is one of over 80 congregations who are  
members of the Association of Welcoming and Affirming Baptists (AWAB).  Since 1993, 
AWAB has been supporting churches in being and becoming Welcoming and Affirming of 
all people regardless of gender identity or sexual orientation.  We work as individuals,  
congregations, regional groupings and as a national body to advance the Radical Welcome 
and Love of God in Jesus Christ through being the Ministry of Reconciliation and building 
up the beloved community where all will be one. 
     Your commitment to AWAB and the LGBTQ community is a powerful prophetic witness 
in a world where too many LGBTQ and affirming Baptists are still being told that their lives 
are not worthy of celebration.  Share the Good News and be a part of this year’s AWAB 
Sunday. 
     We welcome The Rev. Robin Lunn, executive director of AWAB, who will be our guest. 
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 One of the oft-overused clichés we hear is, “Home is where the heart is.”  For some, 
Pliny the Elder’s observation amounts to little more than sentimental drivel.  Yet, for most, 
he expressed a sensibility that rings true.  Our homes are where we feel most comfortable, 
most secure, and most welcome.  Indeed, our hearts are invested in where we live, move, 
and have our being. 

 In having spent the past month moving Wendy’s parents from their home of 33 years, I’ve 
come to realize something else about houses and homes.  Namely, our homes reveal who we are as 
individuals.  From the moment one opens the door and crosses the threshold, the atmosphere,  
décor, and upkeep of a house divulge the tastes and personalities of the inhabitants in both  
implicit and explicit ways. 
 The décor obviously expresses taste in styles and arrangement of furniture; one can easily 
discern if the room is intended to impress visitors or to solely please the resident occupants.  Are 
the cushions and pillows well-worn and well-used?  What pictures, photos, or artwork are  
displayed on the walls?  Are window treatments intentionally complementary to the other  
furnishings, or is the room a bit of a hodge-podge?  The point is not to critique the tastes, but  
to discern the character of those who call it home.   
 Another thing is the amount of “stuff” everybody seems to have—some out on display,  
others buried away in boxes and closets.  Why do we hold onto so much, even that which we would 
consider heirlooms or of sentimental value?  Is it because we fear we’ll lose touch with our past if 
we dispose of things we rarely glance at?  Or is it because we’re holding 
onto a memory of a better time or of a sweet moment?  Do our memories 
require material evidence to re- mind us who we have been? 
 Messy places exist in eve- ry household.  Sometimes they’re  
hidden from view, other times not.  What I’ve noticed in my own home 
is how much I’m willing to toler- ate disarray in my hidden spaces and not 
so much in our living places (hmm...what does that say about me?).  
I’m one of those who rushes from one thing to the next, so I’m not 
nearly as well-organized as I’d like to be.  Thus, piles of papers will ac-
cumulate in stacks, only to be hurriedly stashed somewhere else if the 
table or chair is needed or a quick clean-up is mandated.  I have every 
intention of going back through the stack and filing the contents appropriately, but it seems to find 
its final resting spot in a closet or under-utilized room.  As long as I don’t see it, I’m not thinking 
about it.   
 In my more reflective moments, I realize I do the same thing with other matters in life.  I 
have dozens of friendships I’d like to attend to, but like a stack of paper they get set aside with the 
hope I’ll have the time to address them later.  Rarely does that happen, as my days and weeks are 
filled with “the next thing.”  So all the best intentions of getting together with old friends and  
acquaintances, of sharing a meal or communicating on a regular basis go the way of the stacks—set 
aside in an unattended part of my consciousness until I happen upon them once again. 
 Sometimes, of course, the real messes of our lives are handled like the disarray we leave 
behind in our home.  A relationship we once valued somehow got broken and despite the best  
intentions of fixing it, it is left in pieces lying in some dark corner of our “dwelling place.”   By the 
time we rediscover it, too much time has passed and the repair seems hardly worth the effort.  It 
gets tossed out as if it never really mattered.   This makes me wonder, if only I had taken the time 
to fix things before I lost interest in them, would I not still value who or what once mattered to my 
life? 
 Perhaps it’s just my experiences over the last few weeks that has created my reflective  
musing, but I’ve come to associate how living spaces at home often give expression to how we  
handle other things of value.  It’s worth a look around in the places we normally inhabit and the 
hidden places we often forget about to get an accurate sense of who we are and how we actually live 
our lives.  In the process we just might gain a sense of both the grace of life and the challenges that 
remain for us as persons.  If this is what helps us understand what life is like, then we just might 
discover, as Pliny the Elder observed so long ago, our home reflects exactly where our heart is.       
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News from around the Church Family 

   Our prayers and thoughts are with those who, over the summer, have had recent sur-
gery, been in the hospital, received treatment, in rehabilitative care, or are recuperating at 
home: Ginny Colbeth, Jack Sebastian, Arleen Stamm, Santiago Hernandez, Tom 
Lewis, Marilyn Leonard, Joan Laursen, John Bradshaw, Rudy Rudolph, Ken 
Johnson, Michael Kelley (son of Bert Kelley), and Roger Floyd.   
We remember our Chiapas friends, Dalia Juárez and Eleazar Encino Perez, who suf-

fered injuries in an truck accident in late August, while returning from Puebla.  Dalia required surgery and a 
hospital stay due to broken vertebrae.  Both are healing up well and expect to be back running the Seminario 
Intercultural Mayense in San Cristóbal de las Casas. 

We also continue to remember in prayer our State Senator, Andy Maynard, who is recovering at 
the Hospital for Special Care in New Britain following a serious fall at his home in Stonington earlier in the 
summer. 

We celebrate with Katie Butta & Jake Wood upon their engagement to be married!  Katie and 
Jake live in New Hampshire.  Chris & Phil Butta are the delighted parents for the future wedding bells 
(less so, wedding bills!).  

Cal Robertson recently moved to St. Francis House in New London.  There he will enjoy the com-
pany of many of his colleagues and friends in peace and justice ministries.  If you are willing to take Cal out 
to lunch or help bring him to church on Sunday morning, please call the church office. 

Jenny Ney, firstborn daughter of her mother, Wendy Hayes, is achieving much success as a pro-
fessional French Horn player.  She is the sole horn player and academy fellow in Ensemble ACJW, Carnegie 
Hall’s and Julliard’s elite performance and teaching program.  “Ensemble ACJW is an inspirational collective 
of [twenty] young professional musicians who are fellows in a two-year program that supports them in 
building careers as top-quality performers, innovative programmers, and dedicated teachers who fully en-
gage with the communities in which they live and work.”  Jenny is also in a similar association with the New 
York Philharmonic Orchestra, as well as playing regularly for the Broadway show, “Cinderella.”  Most re-
cently, she was hired to play in the orchestra for Radio City Music Hall’s Christmas Spectacular.  Congratula-
tions to Jenny and to her mother, who inspired her! 

Please remember our homebound and those in rehab/nursing care: Betty Guhl (Fairview), Millie 
Jensen (Fairview), Cindy Booth (Sunny Lodge, New London), and Jan Page (Regency).   

2014 CROP Walk 
 
This year’s CROP Walk will take place on Sunday, October 19.  This 
year marks the 36th anniversary of the Church Work Service CROP 
Walk in Mystic.  Through these annual 6 mile walks, money is 
raised for food and shelter for poor people in more than 30  
countries worldwide, including the United States.  Over the years, 
approximately $400,000 has been raised in the Mystic/Stonington Walk, of which 25% has been used 
for local charitable programs.  This is the largest charitable activity of the church members of the 
Mystic Area Ecumenical Council.   
 
The Walk will begin at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Mystic at 1:00pm, then walk following Route 
125 to Noank Baptist Church where refreshments will be served and then back to Mystic.  Sponsor 
sheets are available in the Narthex and if you cannot walk, please find someone who is and sponsor 
them.  You can also register for online donations at www.cws.org.   
 
If you are willing to provide food for the refreshment table or to help serve that day, please speak 
with Marge Murdock or contact the church office.  
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Noank Baptist Church 

69th Annual Holiday Bazaar Silent Auction 

Saturday November 22, 2014 

The 2014 Holiday Bazaar is only 60 days away!  

What a lovely &  busy summer we have enjoyed!  

Consider offering your talent, skill, & / or time!   

Together we will make this a joyful success!   

Help make this the best bazaar ever!  

Silent Auction 

Offer precious, unusual, one-

of-a-kind items 

Search your closets or attic for 

old or family items, fun or 

sweet items,  holiday oriented, 

or as good as new items. 

Offer helping hands to pick up a 

few items already set aside! 

Be creative to offer a supper, 

soup, or service … an outing, 

sport, or talent!  



 

October 2014                                The NBC Anchor                                                                Page 5 

 



 

October 2014                                The NBC Anchor                                                                Page 6 

Children and Family Ministries 
 
Overheard in Lighthouse Cove: 
“I’m done with kindergarten!” 
“I’ve graduated 4 times; twice from pre-school, once from kindergarten and once from 1st grade!” 
 
 

Baked Potato Bash 
October 26 at NBC 

Children & Family Ministries will be hosting a new event 

at NBC on Sunday, October 26.  There will be a church 

luncheon to benefit the new Groton Community Meals 

program.  It will be held after church in the Vestry.  At 

the “Baked Potato Bar” children will serve chili, sour cream, bacon bits, cheese, 

and many other delicious toppings to “decorate” your baked potato.  Coffee, 

tea, cider, and desserts are included.  Lunch is free.  Donations are accepted 

and will be used to benefit the new Groton Community Meals program.  Please 

mark your calendars! 

You won’t want to miss this new, fun & yummy event! 

Do you have an interesting favorite potato topping or family recipe?   

Contact Sue Robinson with your ideas. 

 
 

 

Mother ducks and their ducklings on an outing at NBC Day Nursery School 
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       Pasta Supper FUN draiser 
Friday, October 3, 2014 5:00—6:30 pm 

                            Noank Baptist Church Vestry 
 
     Come join us on Friday, October 3 for a pasta supper that  
includes four pasta sauces (red sauce with meat, red sauce without 
meat, pesto sauce and white sauce), bread, a spectacular salad bar and homemade desserts! 
     Tickets are $8.00 at the door. 

World Mission Offering 

Our annual mission offering for international ministries  

will be received on Sunday, October 5 
World Communion Sunday is the time that we celebrate the world’s  
diversity and providence of God in our lives. 
       Almost 2,000 years ago, the Apostle Paul saw a vision of a man  
saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”  Today, that same call is 
being echoed all over the world—from Myanmar and Brazil to South  

Africa and Macau.  People are crying out for the hope and light of the gospel in a world darkened 
by sin.  The same God who invited Paul and his companions to rise to the challenge in Macedonia  
invites us to do the same today.  With confidence in God’s call, in the power of the Spirit and in 
Jesus’ promise to be with us always, let us together Rise to the Challenge! 
     Just as Paul and his fellow believers immediately looked for ways to respond to his God-given  
vision, International Ministries need YOUR church’s immediate and ongoing help to respond to 
the urgent call to preach the gospel.  Envelopes for this offering are attached to this October  
newsletter and will be available in the pew racks beginning the first Sunday in October. 

Corner Closet 
The Corner Closet has now stocked the racks 
with winter clothes.  Come in 
and see what we have for you.  
We are a mission of the Noank 
Baptist Church.  We accept 
donations, sell them and use 
the money to help the  
community.  All workers are volunteers and are 
greatly appreciated.  The Corner Closet is  
located at the corner of Main and Pearl Street in 
Noank. 
 
The hours are: 
     Wednesday and Saturday—10 am to noon 
     Friday—1-4 pm 

Hats for Hope 
 

Our goal mission last year far 
exceeded our expectations 
and we need your help again!  
We need helping hands 
(knitters/crocheters/creative 
persons regardless of gender). 

   
Our goal this year is to make and distribute 
several hundred hats to various shelters and 
other places of need in the fall/winter, as well 
as cancer patients.  Donations of yarn (no 
wool please) is appreciated.  Please call Sandy 
Mansfield @ 860-445-6208 with any questions 
or if you need yarn for this project.   
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Tree of Life 

Conference on  

             Israel and Palestine 
 

              What Will Become of Our Children? 

Voices of Hope for a World Free of Prejudice and Hatred 

The First Congregational Church, Old Lyme 
 
Middle Eastern Concert    Conference 
Saturday, October 18—6:30 pm   Sunday, October 19—1:00-7:00 pm 
Bazaar, Concert and Exhibit    Speakers, Bazaar, Exhibit and Dinner 
 
Both events are open to the public 
 
     Our focus this year will be on the children of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, as victims of war 
and occupation, as children of warriors, and as tomorrow’s leaders and shapers.  Both Palestinian 
and Israeli youngsters are growing up with the assumption that the world is not safe, that violence 
is a way of life.  Too many know the trauma of losing loved ones, their homes and villages in dead-
ly conflict, trauma that will mark them for life.  Many will be scarred or disabled by war  
injuries and many will have been robbed of their very childhood. 
     There is hope, however, in the voices of conscience in Israel and Palestine who are crying out 
for the solidarity of the international community as they champion a better and more peaceful 
world for all children.  These are voices unfortunately under-represented in mainstream media, but 
who will be featured speakers at this year’s Conference. 

CLIMATE CHANGE STEWARDSHIP SUMMIT 
Climate Action as a moral imperative for communities of faith 

 
Sunday, October 12    Monday, October 13 
4:00 pm—8:00 pm    8:30 am—5:30 pm 
Congregation Beth Israel   University of St. Joseph 
701 Farmington Ave., W. Hartford  1678 Asylum Ave. W. Hartford 

 
     On Sunday, join us for presentations and performances that will uplift your spirit and prepare 
your heart for the work ahead. 
     On Monday, you will have the chance to connect deeply with your faith-based story on climate 
change, learn how to tell it effectively so that others will listen, and receive information and tools to 
take action for climate justice! 
     Workshops to take are:  Sick Plant, Sick People; How the Climate Crisis Damages Public Health, A 
Moral Responsibility to Disobey; Why We Should Protest Unjust Policy, The Eye of the Storm; Minister-
ing to the Soul While the World Changes, A Fragile Peace; How Climate Change Impacts International Security, 
Many Faiths, One Plant.  For a complete list, visit www.irejn.org. 
     The keynote speaker is Gina McCarthy, Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency. 
     Suggested donations:  October 12—$25; October 13—$35; Both Days—$50 
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Camp Wightman’s Fall Work Day 
 

The Work Day for the annual fall cleanup at Camp Wightman is  
Saturday, October 25 from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. 
 
Please bring work gloves, sweatshirts, sturdy shoes and muscles.  This 
annual event not only includes cleanup, but also includes great fellow-
ship and the opportunity to be of service 
 
Please call @ 860-376-2179 to let them know how many you are 
bringing to lunch.  

FRIENDS OF ABCCONN TALENT SHOW 

(American Baptist Churches of Connecticut) 

Saturday, October 25, 2014 

 
First Baptist Church 

581 Meriden Avenue, Southington, CT 
860.628.8121 

     6:00 pm—Dinner 
     7:00 pm—Talent Show 
 
     The Friends of ABCCONN invite you to a fun, relaxing evening with your friends from all 
around Connecticut.  After a wonderful dinner, you will be enjoying a fun-filled talent show.   
     Admission is $20 per person ($10 for children 12 and under). 
     To register, you may go online at www.abcconn.org or contact Billie Lanz at ABCCONN at 
860.521.5421.  Registration is due no later than October 20, 2014. 

Heifer International 
Global Harvest Festival 

216 Wachusett Street, Rutland, MA 
 

   October 4 10am-4pm 
 Tour International homesteads in the Global  
 Hay rides to our organic pumpkin patch 
 Hands on activities like coffee roasting, digging potatoes and paper crafts 
 Meet the farm animals 
 Enjoy an organic farm-made lunch or bring a picnic to enjoy on our scenic overlook 
 Workshops on goat milking, cheese making and more 
 Admission is $10 per vehicle (pack a whole van to join the festivities) 
     If anyone is interested in going, please contact either Kristen Negaard O’Brien @ 860-885-4629 
or Sue Robinson @ 860-536-7129. 
     For additional information, go to their website heifer.farm@heifer.org or contact them at  
508-886-2221. 
 
Thanks to the generous donations given at the VBS Family Celebration, we were able to 
send $400 to Heifer International to buy 1 Llama, 1 Goat, 1 Honey Bee hive, 2 Flocks of 
Chicks, and Tree Seedlings! 

Thank you, VBS family and friends! 
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September Council News 
Bonnie Banks, Clerk 

 
 

The Council held their monthly meeting on Wednesday,  
September 3, 2014 with 15 members and one non-member  
present.  The minutes from the previous month’s meetings  

                                                       were approved as corrected. 
 
The finance committee reported continued issues with expenses exceeding income,  
requiring postponement of some planned projects and consideration of other ways in 
which to limit expenses and leverage income from endowment fund interest/dividends.  
 
Progress continues on addressing gaps identified in the adopted bylaws with updates  
expected to be ready for review at the October Business Meeting.   
 
It was reported that Vacation Bible School was a great success.  Lighthouse Cove will be 
looking for guest presenters this year.  More members are sought for the youth, adult and 
bell choirs. 
 
The Property Ministry continues to be very busy with maintenance on the church  
properties.  The roof gutters and soffit repairs on Main Street House have been completed.  
An energy audit was done on Church Street house with some energy efficiency updates  
included.  Other work on Church Street house was completed thanks to many volunteers 
and the new tenants have moved in.  Approved work to be done on the parsonage remains 
on hold.    
 
The Holiday Bazaar will be held on Saturday, November 22nd.  All hands are needed to 
make it a success. 
 
Pastor Hayes will be leading a Bible Study Class on Tuesday evenings beginning September 
30th in the Chapel.  
 
The new Baptistery Curtain is being made and is expected to be ready soon. 
 
The next Council meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 1, 2014 at 7 PM.  All are  
welcome to attend. 
 

     Respectfully submitted 

      Bonnie Banks 
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Our Shoreline Community Association 
P. O. Box 287  

West Mystic, CT 06388-0287 

(860) 271-1681     OSCAforSeniors@gmail.com 

 
OSCA  ANNUAL MEETING IS OCTOBER 17 

PLEASE JOIN US! 
 

 

Our Shoreline Community Association “OSCA” is dedicated to helping seniors in the 
Mystic-Noank-Groton-Stonington areas remain in their homes by providing support and  
assistance with activities and opportunity for social interaction. 

 
 OSCA will be holding its annual meeting on Friday, October 17 at the Ram Island 
Yacht Club.  Please join us!  The festivities will begin at 5:00 pm.  Members and  
non-members are welcome to attend. 
  
 Please consider becoming a member of OSCA if you have not already joined.  You 
may not think you are “ready yet” to receive rides and services.  That’s fine, but are you 
“ready” to be part of an active group of seniors, helping and caring for each other and  
enjoying each other’s company?  Try it!   

Homebound Meal Programs 
 

Meals on Wheels—available for homebound individuals.  Call Alexis Smith at 860-441-6763. 
 
Elegant Dining Program—If you know someone who is homebound or in need of a lift, we 
will have a restaurant meal delivered to them.  Call Carol Pratt at 860-441-6795 for more  
information 

 
Basically, we have completed our work on Church Street House and 
the tenants have moved in.   
 
We are holding back on most other projects, including work at the 
Parsonage, in order to reduce negative cash flow.  Some of these  
projects may be scheduled for fiscal 2015.   
 
Thus far, we hope that the recent work on the East exterior of the meeting house will  
result in no more leaks, but we still need a final test with a strong East wind & rain storm. 
      Submitted By 
      Ed Johnson & Vince Spunar 


