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NBC Anchor      
Newsletter of the Noank Baptist Church, Noank CT 

860.536.7129      www.noankbaptistchurch.org 

OCTOBER 2018 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

October 7, 2018 
World Mission Offering Supporting 

ABCUSA International Ministries and the Alliance of Baptists 
 

World Communion Sunday is the time we celebrate the world’s  
diversity and providence of God in our life.  We invite each  
household to bring a small quantity of fruit or bread (or 
crackers) that we use as our elements at the Lord’s Table.  

Be creative and celebrate this time of worship of global song and community. 
    Remember, as well, your contribution for our World Mission Offering (see page 6). 

Rethinking Fundamental Stories  
of Our Faith  

 

Tuesday night Bible Study with Pastor Hayes returns for the fall  
beginning October 2 at 7:00 pm in the Vestry. This Bible 
Study will be held for seven weeks and will also be repeated on 
Wednesday morning at 10:00 am for those unable to come on 
Tuesday evening.  We will examine when the Hebrew canon was likely written and formed and 
how this shaped stories about Creation, the Fall from Paradise, the Flood, and the Exodus.  We will 
also look at the Davidic covenant, a belief in the Virgin Birth, and the Second Coming of Christ.  
You may or may not agree with the reinterpretation, but you will be challenged in your understand-
ing of these texts.  Come for an interesting and provocative look at some of the fundamental 
stories of our faith. 

CREDO:  This I Believe 

Sunday, October 14 7:00 pm Church Parlor 
 
On Sunday, October 14 @ 7:00 pm in the Parlor, Pastor 
Hayes will once again be hosting an hour of listening to two or 
three essays, followed by discussion, as we consider each 

“credo”.  These essays are from the NPR program All Things Considered.  They are insightful  
five-minute reflections which provoke thought and further deliberation.   
 
The gathering takes place on the second Sunday of each month with new contributions harvested 
from the NPR archives.  Occasionally, we may ponder the offering of a participant who is inspired 
to express what she/he believes.  Each evening will be unique, with participation not dependent 
on previous attendance.  All are welcome. 
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  In the coming months, our celebration of Noank Baptist’s 175th anniversary 
 will come to an end.  For that reason, I invite you to leave your mark on the year by 
 participating in the development of a new pictorial directory of our 
 congregation.   

 A new directory serves the purpose of facilitating our  
relationships as a community of Christ.  We are fortunate that we continue 
to grow as a congregation contrary to the trends of our time.  The  
challenge, though, is that we need to be quite intentional about making it 
easier for us all to match names and faces among those who are a part of 
Noank Baptist.  So, we need your help in making this a successful project! 
 We are partnering with Lifetouch, which is providing the directory 
at no cost to our church.  Every household (individuals, couples, or family) who is  

photographed receives a complimentary directory and an 8 x 10 portrait.  
What we ask of you is to make an appointment to have your photo taken on 
one of the following dates: 

Tuesday, November 6, 2018 (2:00 – 9:00 pm) 
Wednesday, November 7, 2018 (2:00 – 9:00 pm) 
Thursday, November 8, 2018 (2:00 – 9:00 pm) 

The photographer will be set up in the Parlor with the staff meeting with 
you in the Spicer Chapel for viewing the results.  You 

will have a variety of poses taken and one will be selected for the  
directory.  Be mindful that your appointment will take about an hour, 
during which time you will check-in, be photographed, and then view 
your portraits.   

As you might expect, along with your complimentary 8 x 10, you 
will have an opportunity to purchase additional photographs from  
Lifetouch on the day of your portrait appointment.  There is no  
obligation to buy anything—Lifetouch usually finds their work sells itself 

and so there is no pressure to purchase if this is not of interest to you.   
Lifetouch’s portrait package prices are available in advance in the church  
office for those who would like to view them prior to their appointments.   
 We urge you to sign up for your appointment before or after worship 
on the coming Sundays, call Bonnie Banks (860-536-6048) or online at our 
church website (http://noankbaptistchurch.org).  For this directory to be 
most useful and effective, we hope for 100% participation from the  
congregation.  If you cannot possibly be present in person for a photography 
appointment, then we urge you to contact Bonnie to make other  
arrangements.    
 This is a rare opportunity for all of us to work together to produce a 
vitally important asset for our church life.  Even if you don’t like having your 

photo taken, please do it for the sake of others, who may not know you well.  Besides, it will  
also be a fitting record of our congregation in 2018 and a  
remembrance of our 175th anniversary year!  You will possess a  
pictorial compendium of friends who have been a part of your life 
and church home at Noank Baptist.  In a manner of speaking, it’s 
our own version of the proverbial Book of Life! 

So, don’t delay and sign up at your earliest convenience to 
help make this directory be a useful and beneficial contribution to 
our congregational life.   Once you have it in hand by Christmas, 
I’m certain you will realize what a truly blessed gift it is. 
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News from around the Church Family 

   Our prayers and thoughts are with those who have had recent surgery, been in the 
hospital, received treatment, in rehabilitative care, or are recuperating at home:    
Alicia Crossman, Bill Borden, Kim Johnson, Jan Rudolph, Alan Proctor,  
Beverley Richardson, Trux Brodhead, Brian McGlynn, Dianna Miller, and 
Shawn Thorp.  
    Recently, we heard from Vera Jarvis Bartholomew who, along with her siblings, 

Felicia and Neariah, grew up in our Church Street House and with the Reas family years ago.  
She reports she is doing well, living and working in San Francisco, and thanks us for our prayers.  
“I’m glad to know that I still have NBC family,” she wrote in a note to the church.  If you’d like to 
be in contact with her, speak to Pastor Hayes.  

We congratulate the Rev. Dr. Dan Buttry and the Rev. Sharon Buttry, American Baptist 
missionaries in global peacemaking and community building who are retiring in early October from 
fulltime ministry.  They will continue to be active part-time as consultants for peace and justice 
ministries around the world.  Dan has been supported by our mission budget for several years 
through the International Ministries of the ABCUSA. 

Lizzie Lewis has been up to some interesting things recently.  She is taking the year off 
between high school and college, in part to work in support of the Baptist Peace Fellowship of 
North America/Bautistas por la Paz. This included participating in a trip to Tijuana, Mexico in 
September to join others learning about the immigration crisis along our southern borders.  They 
were hosted by the Rev. Ray Schellinger, ABCUSA’s International Ministries global consultant 
for Immigrants and Refugees.  She will come home with many stories to tell.  Lizzie also penned 
the September support letter to the BPFNA constituency, which includes folks from throughout 
the U.S., Canada, Mexico, and Puerto Rico, and even beyond! 

Congratulations to Kristen Reber, who will marry her beloved, Scott Candon, on Octo-
ber 19 in Barrington, RI.  Kristen has often come to NBC to sing as a soloist over the years. 

Please remember our homebound and those in rehab/nursing care: Errol and Alicia 
Crossman (at home), Betty Guhl (Fairview), Bill Borden (Mystic Healthcare and Rehabilitation) 
and Cindy Booth (Sunny Lodge, New London). 

Quarterly Congregational Meeting 
 

The quarterly congregational meeting  of NBC will be held on  
Wednesday, October 24 in the vestry beginning at 6 pm with a  
potluck supper followed by the meeting at 7 pm.  We will be reviewing 
the recent building projects.  All are encouraged to attend. 

2019 Global Baptist Peace Conference 
Cali, Colombia    15-20 July 2019 

 

This is a once-a-decade experience with peacemakers from 

around the globe.  Pastor Hayes serves as the co-chair of the 

planning committee, as he did for the 2009 conference in Rome.  

For more information go to: www.globalbaptistpeace2019.org 
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Baked Potato Bash 2018 
Sunday, October 21 @ 11:00 am 

 
The Tradition continues!  This year will be our 5th Baked  
Potato Bash.  The children are always enthusiastic about serving the 
adults at this event.  Everyone has a great time at this  

multi-generational meal. 
 
We will once again be serving yummy baked potatoes after worship on Sunday, October 
21.  There will be a “Baked Potato Bar” with your choice of toppings, plus meat and vegetarian 
chili.  Coffee, tea, cider and desserts are included. 
 
All donation benefit the Groton Community Meals Program. 

The Story of Sadako 
 

On September 23 in the Primary Sunday School Class 
(kindergarten-second grade), Marti Bradshaw, told the  
story of Sadako (not an easy story for such young chil-
dren).  After telling the story, Marti help up high in her 
hands, one of the origami cranes she had folded while 
telling the story, and said that Sadako said “I will write 
Peace on your wings, and you will fly all over the world”.  After the story, one 

of the young children said “That was so beautiful that I have tears in my eyes.” 
     Sadako is a story of the bombing of Hiroshima and a child dying of the “bomb disease”, folding 
1,000 cranes to grant her wish to be well.  This story is based on a real girl who lived during WWII 
when the US dropped an atom bomb on Hiroshima, Japan. She was a toddler at the time, but she 
developed leukemia due to it about ten years later. 
     There is a statue of Sadako located in Hiroshima Peace Park.  Children from all over the world 
still send folded paper cranes to be placed beneath Sadako’s statue.  In so doing, they make the 
same wish which is engraved on the base of the statue: 

This is our cry, This is our prayer, Peace in the world 

The Sunday school year got off to a great start.  It was a joy to see the  
children reuniting with friends and beginning the new program year with 
their enthusiastic devoted teachers.  Please feel free to stop by the nursery or 
classrooms anytime.   Youth Choir is in full swing and we’re delighted to see 
some new faces sharing their voices!  We are blessed.  In addition to Sunday 
School, the Children and Family Ministries Team offers many upcoming 
activities in 2018.  Please mark your calendars: 

   October 21 – Baked Potato Bash 
   October 28 – Lighthouse Cove Gathering “Gratitude” 
   November 18 – Youth share biography interviews 
   November 25 – Special Lighthouse Cove Event 
   December 4 – Community Christmas Craft Night 
   December 24 – Living Nativity Family Christmas Eve Service  
     If you have ideas for Children’s Ministry or would like to volunteer in any way for our programs, 
please contact Sue Robinson. 
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Nursery School children with teachers 
Miss Dorothy Miss Andra 

Primary Class  

Intermediate Class 

 

Middle School 
Class 

High 
School 
Class 

Thank you Mrs. Garmon for 
the special “Homecoming 
Treat” 

 

Guests:  Patches & Recees visit  
Sunday School 

This took place in the nursery recently: 
We were sitting down eating a snack and the church service was on the speaker.  Pastor 
Paul came on and started speaking.  One of the boys said “that’s Master Paul!  Are you 
friends with Master Paul?” 
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Fusion Youth Ministry 
 
Welcome back!  I hope everyone is enjoying school so far this year and I am so 
excited to get back to our regular schedule.  This year we are aiming to have more 
regularly set meetings schedule further out. 
 
Join our texting service!  Opt in to get text notifications for upcoming events and 
newsletter links.  Email me at youthcoopdirector@gmail.com with your name and 

number (or your child’s) to start receiving text messages about upcoming activities.  Very beneficial 
for those that don’t check email often. 
 
This year, our regular youth group meeting will take place the third Sunday of every month  
from 4-6 pm.  We will rotate churches each month.  Here is our rotation schedule: 
 
   September 16—Union Baptist Church 
   October 21—Noank Baptist Church 
   November 18—Poquonnock Bridge Baptist Church 
   December 16—Union Baptist Church 
   January 20—Noank Baptist Church 
   February 17—Poquonnock Bridge Baptist Church 
   March 17—Union Baptist Church 
   April 21—Noank Baptist Church 
   May 19—Poquonnock Bridge Baptist Church 
 

      Respectfully Submitted 

      Courtney Assad 

World Mission Offering 
Our annual offering to support ABCUSA International Ministries 

and the Alliance of Baptists global partnerships  
will be received on Sunday, October 7 

 
   The theme for this year’s World Mission Offering is “You Are the Salt of the Earth”.  When Jesus said this 
to his followers, he was urging them to go into the whole world and share the love of the gospel.   Salt, as  
ordinary and plentiful as it is, possesses a very special and unique power when added to foods.  Unlike any 
other seasoning, salt unlocks the subtle flavors, enhancing and bringing new sensations to our taste buds.  
When our Lord says to his followers, “you are the salt of the earth”, he is urging them to go into the whole 
world and enhance the good that he is doing so others can be touched by the power of the saving grace of 
God.  As followers of Christ, our congregations are the salt of the earth, seasoned with the love of the  
gospel and called to carry that love to all the earth.. 
   Three priorities are being emphasized this year:  Health and Wellness, Abolishing Global Slavery and  
Economic and Community Development.  While this does not include all the ministries of International 
Ministries, these serve to illustrate some of what God is doing worldwide through our 120 global servants, 
900+volunteers, 43 home staff and 240+ global Christian partners.   
   Please consider giving generously to this offering as you are able.  Envelopes are attached to this  
newsletter and will be available in the pew racks during the month of October. 
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HOLIDAY BAZAAR 
November 17, 2018 

 

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 

Your Help is Needed: 
Sunday, November 11—Start a “monkey chain” to move Bazaar items from upstairs to  
                                         downstairs 
Tuesday, November 12—Move furniture from Parlor and Narthex into the Sanctuary 
Saturday, November—work 2 hours at a table or be available to relieve someone at a table,  
                                        help clean up and put furniture back 
 Continue working with your knitting or crochet needles and sewing machines.   
 Get your recipes ready for the bake table (items can be baked, frozen and thawed out before 

the Bazaar).   
 Also keep in mind the Silent Auction tables, fine gifts and jewelry tables.   
 The Greens Committee has requested paper bags with handles.   
 If you have donations, please leave them in the Chapel in the boxes which are labeled . 

If you have any questions, please contact Betsey at 860-235-2729. 
 

THANK YOU to all who donated school supplies and back packs 
to Claude Chester School.   
 
A letter was received from Jamie Giordano, principal of Claude  
Chester School as follows: 
 
Dear Congregational Members of Noank Baptist Church, 
     On behalf of Claude Chester School, I want to thank you for taking the time to think of Claude 
Chester teachers and students and their back to school needs!  The donated supplies filled a huge 
box of items that we are always looking to replenish.  From glue sticks to dry erase markers to  
tissues and pencils, it will all be so very helpful for us to start the school year. 
     Thank you for your generosity!  We are truly appreciative for being part of such a giving, 
thoughtful community!  Thank you for your continued partnership with Claude Chester School! 

SUNL Program @ Poquonnock Bridge Baptist Church 
Thursday, October 4 at 5:30 pm 

 
SUNL is inviting everyone to join them for a Potluck Supper and Program on Thursday, October 
4 at PBBS.  Supper will begin at 5:30 pm, followed by a program at 6:30 pm, led by Mercy  
Gonzalez-Barnes, an American Baptist Missionary.  Mercy serves as a regional consultant in 
Iberoamerica and the Caribbean.  She is always delighted to come home to CT and it is always a 
blessing to hear stories of her life and ministry.   
 
Please RSVP by Wednesday, October 3 to Barbara @ 860-445-6126 to get a head count. 
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Saturday, November 17, 2018         9 am to 3 pm 
 
The 2018 Holiday Bazaar is only 49 days away! 
We have all been busy with summer activities. 
Have you called and offered your talent, skill, or time to 
one of our hard working chairpersons?  Everyone 
needs help.  Please help make this a successful 
bazaar.             CALL US! 

Name Phone # Table 

 Betsey Goetsch 860-235-2729  Chairperson 

 Joyce Sturman 860-599-8427  Baked goods and food 

 Lynn Anderson  860-536-0851  Personalized and handmade tree ornaments 

 Jane Templeton    860-961-3975 
  

 Herbs, wreaths, preserves, jams, jellies, pickles, dried   
 hydrangeas 

 Barbara Williams 860-536-4503  Live greens—bags & arrangements 

 Joan Thorp 
 Shirley Sebastian 

860-536-8273 
860-460-6121 

 Jewelry and perfume 

 Shirley Sebastian 860-460-6121  Publicity 

 Bonnie Banks 
  

860-536-6048 
 

 Knitted mittens, scarves, hats, sweaters, afghans, and  
 items for infants, children and adults 

 Doug Mansfield  860-445-6208  Luncheon 

 Betsey Goetsch 
 Carol Spunar 
 

860-235-2729 
860-333-4742 

 Silent Auction; services and items (from restaurants,  
 stores, shops, individual items) 
 

 Marge Murdock 860-536-2301  Candy, fudge, chocolate and other types of candy 

 Tim Bates 
 John Goetsch 

860-536-4747 
860-739-5150 

 Cheese - fine cheddar and other cheeses 

 The Robinsons 860-536-6814  Coffee, cider and donuts  

 Evening Circle - 
 Betsey Goetsch 

860-235-2729  Handcrafted Items 

 Rebecca Watson 860-440-6291  Fine gifts—china, pewter, silver, antiques 

 Sandy Mansfield 860-445-6208  Christmas holiday decorations and accessories—used  
 & new 

We are asking for your help.  If you have any items that can be used for sale at the Holiday  
Bazaar, please leave them in the church office Monday-Friday 9 am to noon or contact Betsey 
Goetsch and she will pick them up.  They are as follows: 
 
New knitted items  Handmade crafts   Jams and jellies 
Fine gifts   Used or new Christmas ornaments 
 
If you have any items for the Silent Auction, a box will be available in the chapel with donor sheets.  
Please fill in the donor sheet and tape it to the item. 
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Poquonnock Bridge Baptist Church 

4th Annual Apple Festival 

October 13 from 10 am—2 pm 

 

Apple Pies (whole or by the slice) 

                                Apple Turnovers 

                          Old Fashioned Apple Butter 

                                And Much More 
 

Poquonnock Bridge Baptist Church is located  at 1241 Poquonnock Road, Groton.  You can  
either eat your purchase there at the church or take it home.   

CROP Hunger Walk 2018 

October 14 
This is the 41st year of the Mystic/Stonington CROP Huger Walk which will be 
held on Sunday, October 14.  Registration will begin at 1 pm at St. Mark’s  
Episcopal Church, Pearl Street, Mystic.  The Walk begins at 1:30 pm and goes to 
the Noank Baptist Church where there will be snacks and water available.  There 
are also options for rides back to St. Mark’s for those not able to walk the whole 

way.  Registration forms will be available on October 7 in the Narthex.  Please try and get as many 
sponsors as possible for your walk.   
     Hunger is one of the greatest injustices facing our world, but it doesn’t have to be this way.  
Ending hunger is possible, and it is possible in our lifetime.  You can help make it happen.  For 
nearly half a century, CROP Hunger Walks have ensured that more people worldwide have access 
to nutritious, sustainable food sources.  From combating droughts in Nicaragua to providing  
agricultural training in Indonesia to stocking shelves in hundreds of food pantries across the  
United States, CROP Hunger Walks help end hunger by raising funds to support local food  
programs and the international anti-hunger work of Church World Service. 

Hats for Hope 
Our Hats for Hope mission 
has been successful over the 
years.  However, there never 

seems to be enough hats to meet the need, so 
we are asking for your help again.  We need 
helping hands (knitters, crocheters/creative 
persons regardless of gender). 
   Our goal this year is to make and distribute  
several hundred hats to various shelters and 
other places of need in the fall/winter, as well 
as to cancer patients.  Donations of yarn (no 
wool please) is appreciated.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Sandy Mansfield @ 
860-445-6208. 

The Corner Closet has now 
stocked the racks with  
winter clothes.  Come in 
and see what we have for 
you.  We are a mission of 
the Noank Baptist Church.  
We accept donations, sell them and use the 
money to help the community.  Donations 
may be brought to the Corner Closet during 
our hours of operation.  The Corner Closet is 
located at the corner of Main and Pearl Street 
in Noank. 
 
The hours are: 
Wed., Fri. & Sat.—10 am to 1 pm 
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September Council News 
     The Council held their monthly meeting on Wednesday, September 5, 2018 with 11 
members present.  Pastor Paul Hayes offered an opening prayer noting numerous  
members of the congregation who are hospitalized or in care facilities. 
     The minutes from the July 11, 2018 meeting were accepted as amended. 
     The church calendar was reviewed.  September 9 is homecoming Sunday and the 

start of the program year.  Jazz Sunday is September 16.  Beginning in October, Pastor 
Hayes will be leading a midweek Bible study on “Rethinking Fundamental Stories of 
our Faith” which will be held on Tuesday evenings and repeated on Wednesday  
mornings.   
     Pastor Hayes shared information on his recent activities, including a lot of time 
working on the 2019 Global Baptist Peace Conference in Cali, Columbia next July, in 
addition to a very busy pastoral care schedule.  He noted the loss of some of our dear 
friends over the summer, Brian Thorp, Kent Lagasse, Ruth Atcheson, and Sadie  
DeVore.  Several weddings were also celebrated over the summer.  In addition, he  
noted the continuing 175th Celebration activities, a very successful Vacation Bible 
School and beginning work on the meetinghouse projects slated for the late summer 
and fall.  He thanked all those who helped with summer worship services and  
continuing to provide music for the main Sunday services.  A Co-op youth ministry 
adult representative from NBC is still needed. 
     Finance reported that the checking account remains healthy with the operating 
funds boosted over the summer by some generous and thoughtful parishioners who  
donated stock.  We are up-to-date on mission payments.  Camp Wightman  
camperships and VBS expenses were paid from the Tatro investment account.   

Operating expenses were under the budgeted amount.  Money is now being taken from the Endowment 
account for roof repairs, supplemented by insurance and a gift from the Anderson Pafford Foundation.  A 
Stewardship team is being formed. 
     Spiritual Life activities noted the very successful VBS week with 55-60 children attending every day along 
with enthusiastic youth volunteers who were “dedicated and amazing”, all “despite the heat”!  Sunday 
school is ready to go.  A bit more money was spent on curriculum this year.  Currently there are 46 children 
on the roster from nursery to 12th grade.  Marge will be visiting all classes to encourage kids to participle in 
the Crop Walk.  The Baked Potato Bash is scheduled for October 21.  Fusion Youth will have their first 
meeting on Sunday, September 16 at Union Baptist Church.  A calendar of events will be posted on their 
website.  Three events a month are being planned.  As noted, adults for the Youth Leadership team are 
needed.   
     October 7 will be World Communion Sunday and World Mission Offering.  Choir has begun for adults 
and children with adults practicing on Thursday evenings at 7:15 and children following worship on Sun-
days.  Rev. Frank Murdock will continue his adult Sunday school classes following worship with the first 
month focused on the book “Facing Life’s Challenges” by Charles E. Poole.  In addition to the mid-week 
Bible study noted above, Pastor Hayes will begin the “CREDO” discussion group again in October meeting 
on the 2nd Sunday of each month.  The prayer shawl ministry continues to meet at 10:30 am on Tuesdays.  
There is a good supply of shawls available if needed.   
     Written notes from Community Life and Outreach—help is needed for the Annual Holiday  
Bazaar on November 17.  Thanks to all who donated school supplies for Claude Chester.   
     The property ministry managers continue to be very busy with work on the steeple, now in progress, to 
be followed by replacement of the roof on both the meeting house and Church Street House.  Work on the 
window and side wall trim will begin again after the steeple work is completed.    
     Options for providing transportation for congregation members who are no longer able to drive  
continues to be discussed.  Volunteers are greatly appreciated.   
     The 175th Anniversary Committee is planning to update the Photo Directory.  Watch for details. 
     The next Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 3, 2018 at 7 pm.  All are welcome to  
attend.  Full council meeting minutes are available upon request. 
     Respectfully Submitted 

     Bonnie Banks 

Council Members 
Moderator:  Charles Anderson 
Clerk:  Bonnie Banks 
Treasurer:  Jane Templeton 
Asst Treas:  Debbie Bates 
Finance:        Jennifer Johnson 
                      Carol Spunar 
Property:        Adrian Johnson 
                  Jonathan Lane 
Spiritual Life: Valerie King 
   Shannon Weigle 
Comm. Life Deb Garmon  
 Steve Gordon 
Staff Relations: Kim Johnson 
At Large: Sherrie Nielsen 
 Deb Thompson 
 Ed Johnson 
 Oliver Porter 
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Our Shoreline Community Association 
P. O. Box 287  

West Mystic, CT 06388-0287 

(860) 271-1681     OSCAforSeniors@gmail.com 

 

          OSCA in October 
 
Memoir Writing Class – October 11 @ 1:00 pm 
Join OSCA member and memoir writer enthusiast Sam Crowley for a class on writing a memoir. 
Sam, who is one of OSCA’s founders, is passionate about helping folks “tell a life story” and would 
like to share his expertise and experience with OSCA members and friends.  The class will be held 
October 11 at 1:00 pm at his home at 8 Palmer Court in Noank. The class is free and  
refreshments will be provided.  
 
Living Room Talk – October 24 @ 7:00 pm 
The next OSCA Living Room Talk will be October 24 at 7:00 pm at 25 Church Street (the  
former Palmer House) in Noank.  It will feature a presentation by Kevin Lawrie.  Kevin is a 
“Talent Manager” for a large number of  internationally-known musicians.  He will speak about his 
experiences as a manager both in the United States and abroad.  Hope to see you there! 
 
OSCA’s Annual Meeting – October 26 @ 5:30 pm 
OSCA Annual Meeting will be Friday, October 26 at 5:30 pm at the Ram Island Yacht Club. 
We encourage OSCA members and friends of  OSCA to attend this delightful, annual event.  For 
additional information and to RSVP, please email to OSCAforSeniors@gmail.com or call  
(860) 261-1681. 
                                                     Submitted By 

                                                     Stephanie Panagos 

Membership Has Its Blessing 
 

    Have you ever heard people refer to being members of this congregation 
and wondered what they meant?  Do you have an idea, but want to know 
more about it?  Are you wondering whether or not you will have to be  
baptized by immersion?  Will you have to make a financial commitment?  A 
service commitment?  Here is your chance to find out. 
    If you have found your home in this beloved community of Christ, and wish to explore the  
possibility of becoming a member, we invite you to attend a three-part information and orientation 
program.  We will meet after church for less than one hour beginning at 11:15 am three  
Sundays in a row, beginning October 28.  We will talk about our personal religious backgrounds 
and the history of the American Baptist Churches.  We will learn about our Noank Baptist Church  
history and present day associations and missions.  We’ll discuss what it means to be a member, 
not just in terms of participating in governance and outreach, but in living out our commitment to 
each other as members of this happy, joyous, life-giving congregation. 
    Please contact Pastor Hayes or one of the deacons if you have any questions, and/or to let us 
know if you plan to attend.   
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Dan Buttry’s Journal from Jamaica 
 Global Specialist in Conflict Transformation for ABCUSA 

 
The last week of July I was invited to do conflict transformation training in Jamaica.   
Jamaica–sandy beaches, rum, reggae music, vacations in the sun–wow, being a  
missionary is really tough!  There’s another side to Jamaica.  I was invited by Rev. 
Everton Jackson, Pastor of the Calvary Baptist Church in Montego Bay.  (I can hear the 
music about Montego Bay in my ears right now, and maybe you can, too!)  Montego Bay 
has been under a State of Emergency because of the high levels of violence.  The tourist 
areas are all sealed off, but in the communities where ordinary people live, just staying 
alive can be a challenge. 

 
So in our second 2-day workshop Everton introduced us to the Violence Interrupters.  These are amazing people, 
grassroots folks, some pastors, others community activists.  Their calling is to literally do what their title says–interrupt 
violence, stop it from happening.  They are obviously very courageous and dedicated people, and I was blessed to try 
to equip them further for their serious and desperately needed work. 

 
I invited Chris Perkins to join me as co-facilitator in these Jamaica trainings.  Chris is from the 
Metropolitan Baptist Church in Kansas City where he does a lot of youth outreach as well as 
working as a counselor in the Kansas City public schools.  I first met Chris when he was a  
student at Central Baptist Theological Seminary and we were on an educational trip to  
Thailand and Myanmar.  Then in 2013 he and two other CBTS students attended our 10-day 
Training of Conflict Transformation Trainers in Kenya.  So Chris knows our training style and 
the tools we use.  We stayed in touch, and I kept thinking about a mission context where Chris 
could bring his special skills and experience.  Jamaica was it, especially with the context of urban violence, something 
that Chris was dealing with as his peacemaking passion. 

Chris and I led a 2-day training for higher level community leaders–heads of various organizations in Montego Bay as 
well as many church leaders.  But it was the following training with the grassroots folks that really inspired our souls.  
These Violence Interrupters were gritty, gutsy and full of amazing energy.  The first day we plunged into finding win/win 

solutions to the problems on the street, how to do informal mediation.  The second day we 
were going to do more analysis of the systemic problems of violence they were facing and 
how to strategize to solve those problems in bite-sized pieces. 

Before we started the second day, an older man who was one of the Violence Interrupters 
came to me.  He got a chance to practice informal mediation immediately after our work-
shop.  A domestic dispute escalated, and he was called in as a Violence Interrupter.  The 
woman had a massive knife.  Nobody was sure if she was going to kill herself or kill her hus-

band/boyfriend.  The Violence Interrupted told me about his four-hour intervention in the home, using some of the skills 
we had practiced to finally defuse the situation.  The woman gave him the knife, and they came up with a plan to ad-
dress some of the problems that had nearly erupted into violence.  I can’t recall anybody who used their workshop 
learnings in such a dramatic way so quickly!  Violence was successfully interrupted.  Nobody was killed that night! 

Everton invited me to give a lecture to the wider community.  That was the initial invitation, but I said we’d do much bet-
ter and deeper work with the trainings.  Everton is working on his Doctorate in Peace Studies at the University of the 
West Indies.  After our training sessions, he has signed up to come to our next 10-day TCTT, in Kenya, something we 
call the “Grad School of the University of the Streets.”  Both the academic and the activist perspectives are important, 
and he’ll be equipping himself with both of those as he continues to give prophetic and practical leadership to the 
peacemakers in Montego Bay. 
 
 
Dan and Sharon Buttry will retire as full-time missionaries from the  
ABCUSA on Sunday, October 7 in a ceremony at their home church— 
Genesis Church in Detroit, Michigan.  They will continue to work 
part-time as consultants on specific projects.  
 
 
 


