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NBC Anchor      
Newsletter of the Noank Baptist Church, Noank CT 

860.536.7129      www.noankbaptistchurch.org 

SEPTEMBER, 2017 

HOMECOMING SUNDAY 
September 10, 2017 

The fall Programs and Sunday School Begins! 
 

The Summer is over!  The Schools are open and life returns to 
“normal” in Noank.  Our Sunday School program begins on  

September 10.  We have an exciting year planned with crafts, music and activities to fill your child’s 
life with the love of God. 
     Morning worship for all ages begins at 10:00 am with the children and youth breaking midway 
through for Sunday School.  Join your friends and bring along new ones to be a part of our  
beloved community in Christ. 

JAZZ SUNDAY 
September 17 

 
On Sunday, September 17, our sanctuary will be filled with the  
upbeat sounds of Dixieland Jazz at the 10:00 am worship service.  
Mark McCormick and friends from the area are back to lift our 
spirits with toe-tapping sounds!  Invite your family and friends to 
this special event. 

Christianity at its Origins 
Tuesday Night Bible Study 
Beginning September 26 

7:00 pm in the Vestry 
 

The Christianity we inherited from Scripture, church tradition, and history 
may not be the beliefs or customs that characterized the earliest believers 
among the first generation living in Jerusalem and Palestine.  Recent  

scholarship has suggested that the earliest followers of Jesus (including his disciples) were strict  
adherents of Pharisaical Judaism—that the tensions between the Pauline gentile churches and the 
earliest Jewish Christian community in Jerusalem led by James, the brother of Jesus, were  
significant and never truly reconciled.  What we have inherited is only what Paul and his followers 
expressed compatible to the Roman world.   
 
Join Pastor Hayes in this exploration of the biblical and non-biblical evidence supporting this  
provocative thesis, as well as the role of Jesus’ own family in the formation of the movement that 
came to bear his name.  All are welcome. 
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      As most of you know, I’ve spent August recovering from hip replacement surgery 
due to a dysplastic joint.  This was something I was born with and since it was not 
treated in my childhood (as it would be now), people like me typically have problems 
with it later in adulthood.  I count my blessings for a quick recovery and for the medical 
coverage and skills that made it possible. 
       During my recovery, I’ve come to appreciate the extraordinary improvement this 
brings into my life.  I will have far more flexibility with minimal pain—something I  

haven’t experienced in decades.  In another era (or even now if I had no access to affordable 
health care), I would have continued to suffer with chronic pain, merely coping with what can’t 
be changed.  How liberating it feels when better health is possible once I could take advantage 
of available resources!  A painful part of me was replaced by something new that is making me 
well. 
       Replacing parts of who we are, though, is not always so easy.  We inherit genetic traits 
from our parents which largely determine who we are, contributing to our personal identity and 
character for better or worse.  These traits may be evident in our physical appearance,  
personality, or our mental and emotional makeup, stability, or strength as a person.  Besides 
genetics, other influences leave their mark, such as the type of nurturing we’ve had, the impact 
of certain traumas upon us, choices we make over time, or the degree of social support and 
acceptance we’ve had over the years.  These influence how we approach conditions and  
situations that often determine whether we will experience wellness in life.     
      Where this matters is in how we address the painful parts of who we 
are, especially those that have detri- mental impact upon how we live or 
on those around us.  For instance, we now realize the hidden pain of 
PTSD in those exposed to violent settings—something that needs to be 
addressed before it impacts their lives and they act in ways harmful to 
themselves or others.  Prior to public awareness of PTSD, a person’s  
anger, anxiety, or depression would have been viewed as merely a  
personality quirk—not something from which they could be healed.  
Yet, with a course of treatment, soul- ful healing can occur that transforms 
a life, benefitting them (as well as those who relate to them) in a way 
they might not envision, yet come to value once they are restored. 
      Those suffering from PTSD are obvious examples of those who carry conditions that  
require healing.  In a broader sense, though, we all possess parts of our character,  
personalities, mannerisms, or habits which could improve if steps are taken to address the  
underlying problems preventing a better state and outlook.  This especially holds true if the 
part of us which is broken hurts the important relationships we value.  Mental or emotional  
instability, fits of rage, uncontrolled impulses, narcissism, selfish stubbornness, debilitating  
addictions, and many other examples of dysfunctional behavior (behaviors that habitually  
create conflict with others or bring harm upon oneself) indicate something within is not well and 
one needs help.  There is no shame in getting treatment for behaviors that detrimentally harm 
oneself or others.  The point of treatment is not merely unmasking what’s wrong—what’s not 
functioning well—it is to launch the process that will result in improvement toward wellness.  
Rather than chronically suffering with something that brings pain to daily life, it is to do what is 
necessary to become well and, God-willing, even better than before.  With the help of skilled 
professionals, a long-lasting, if not crippling condition, can disappear seemingly overnight.  
Wellness is as much a spirit in which we address our problems as it is a state we can attain in 
life.   
      It is, though, a matter of will—we must want to be well; we must take advantage of and  
cooperate with opportunities for healing.  Seeking treatment, cooperating with professionals, 
allowing oneself to get the care God intends for one’s life is the prescription for wellness; it 
usually is not something that any of us can do on our own, any more than I could have done 
my own surgery.  On many levels, relief from suffering is something we receive from others—it 
is a benefit of compassion, care, and responsibility for one another.  The favor in return is, 
when a person is made well, we all are relieved that life, once again, has taken a turn toward 
good.      
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News from around the Church Family 

   Our prayers and thoughts are with those who have had recent surgery, been in 
the hospital, received treatment, in rehabilitative care, or are recuperating at 
home:  Kent LaGasse, Mary Brodhead, Bob Douglass, Carol Brown, Paul 
Hayes, Nancy Treadway, Tom Lewis, Dianna and Cecil Miller, Lori  
Lewis, Arlene Stamm, Brian Thorp, Bill Borden, Charles Dick (Jennifer 
O’Donnell’s father), and Joyce Adamcewicz. 

Congratulations to Katie (Butta) & Jake Wood, upon the birth of their son, Jeremy Al-
len Wood, on July 29.  Proud grandparents are Chris & Phil Butta, along with “Auntie” Kelsey! 

Congratulations to Carl Brustolon for being the 2017 recipient of the “Anna R” Commu-
nity Service Award, presented by the Noank Historical Society.  Carl received this recognition at 
the NHS annual meeting in June. 

Kudos are also in order for Noah Straub, who was honored as the regional high school 
“Player of the Year” in golf by The Day newspaper.  Noah graduated from Norwich Free Academy 
in June and will attend Ottawa University in Arizona with an athletic scholarship in golf.  Noah is 
the son of Brian (Kate) Straub and Stacy (Rob) Tuttle. 

On August 6, we had a wonderful Service of Baptism down by the riverside for four candi-
dates: Ariah Ruggeri, Leah Galouzis, Noah Johnson, & David Williams!  We enjoyed a beau-
tiful summer day with a picnic on the waterfront lawn of Chip & Mary Anderson. 

Please remember our homebound and those in rehab/nursing care: Ruth Hodgson 
(Pendleton), Errol and Alicia Crossman (at home), Betty Brustolon (at home), Ken Knobloch 
(at home), Betty Guhl (Fairview), Millie Jensen (Fairview), and Cindy Booth (Sunny Lodge, 
New London). 
  

Summer Sunday 8:00 am Gatherings in the Parlor 
 

We want to give a BIG THANK YOU to everyone who volunteered to be leaders at the 8 am  
service:  Ray Wilbur, Jim Pratt, Vince Spunar, Tim Bates, Ken Sehested, Frank Murdock, Patty  
Borden O’Brien and Katy Nelsen.  There was a variety of topics that were discussed from song, 
reflection and Bible study. 

Leslie Lee and Steve Gretz Concert 

Noank Baptist Church 
Friday, October 13 @ 7:00 pm 

 
We welcome Leslie and Steve back for another wonderful concert.  In 
2003, they started recording and performing together as a duo.  Their music 
combines their backgrounds in traditional, country, Americana and gospel 
music with their taste for contemporary singer/songwriters.  Their  

performances feature simple but tasteful arrangements of timeless melodies.  Steve’s guitar is often 
supplemented by other traditional instruments, but the focus is always on thoughtful lyrics and 
beautiful harmonies.  This concert if open to the public.  Donations will be accepted at the door. 
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Children and Family Ministries 

Homecoming Sunday 
September 10 

 
   Homecoming Sunday is always exciting, seeing old friends and making new ones also.  
It is the first day of the 2017-1028 Sunday School year.  The children will begin in  
worship, as usual, and then be dismissed to go to their appropriate age level Sunday 
School class.  However, the nursery/pre-school room is available at the beginning of the 
worship service.   
 
   It is important that we have updated registration forms each year, so extra forms will be available 
on the table in the Narthex.  NBC’s dedicated volunteer Sunday School teachers look forward to 
teaching the stories of Jesus, sharing God’s amazing love, and helping your children discover what 
it means to be part of a  Christian community 
 
  Nursery/Preschool (infant-4 yrs. old) - downstairs 
   Christine Keenan & Dorothy Reas 
  Primary Grades (K-2) - downstairs 
   Catherine Bates & Kelly Gordon Taylor 
  Intermediate Grades (3-5) - downstairs 
   Shawn Thorp & Marti Bradshaw 
  Middle School—upstairs 
   Tim Bates & Shannon Weigle 
 
On Homecoming Sunday, I will offer a brief orientation for parents in the Vestry after church...a 
perfect time to learn what is planned for this year, ask questions, and offer your ideas for our 
Christian Education program.  I am looking forward to seeing you. 
 
      Blessings 

      Sue Robinson 

      860-536-7129 

Friendship Gathering 2017 
 

A big thank you to our summer Friendship Gathering  
volunteers:  Debbie Bates, Marge Murdock, Marti Bradshaw, 
Heather Galouzis, Maddie Lewis, and Kelly Gordon Taylor. 
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What happens when Noank Baptist Church and Union Baptist Church 
come together to co-host Vacation Bible School?  Communication  
begins, cooperation continues, friendships grow and sharing of gifts, 
time, energy and God’s love bring children together to discover that they 
were created by God and built for a purpose.  VBS 2017 Maker Fun  
Factory was a huge success with 78 children and MANY gracious  
volunteers enjoying the activities.  It was a wild & crazy week of love, 

learning, and laughter!  We made a meaningful memory in the Presence of God! 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our dedicated volunteers:  our energetic and  
enthusiastic music directors Jamal Neal & Jane Coates; April Sauchuk who artistically designed 
and transformed the sanctuary into a Fun Factory; and Ally Toppa who gave her all as my  
student intern.  I would like to thank all our station leaders, assistants, and youth:  Marti  
Bradshaw, Marge Murdock, Pat Pia, Lori Cruz, Richard Brown, Elizabeth Brown, Tylene 
Langset, Desirae Rinkes, Paula Fowler, Tara Clark, Annabelle Axtell, Camilla Pia-Needleman, 
Danielle Toppa, Drew Lemire, Abby Rogers, Claire McCarthy, Shannon Weigle, Betsy Murphy, 
Dorothy Reas, Ann Axtell, Warren Axtell, James Larson, Scott Larson, Christine Race, Shawn 
Thorp, Sandi Wallace, Kelly Gordon Taylor, Emma Lemire, Sarah Arriaga, Maddy Ellis, Ariah 
Ruggeri, Annie Murphy, Erin Murphy, Michaela Ellis, Gordon Painter, Adrian Johnson, Christy 
Toppa, Vonne Foster, Kate Chanin, Vince Yevoli, Ed & Kim Johnson, Gloria Marshall and 
Frank Lewis. 
 
We give special thanks to Pastor Lonnie Brown, Pastor Paul Hayes, and the support and  
prayers of the congregations of Noank Baptist and Union Baptist Church. 
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Everyone had a wonderful 
time, from learning their 
songs, making crafts,  
making new friends and 
going to the dock to catch 
some crabs.   

See you next year!!! 
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Co-Op Youth Group News 
 
Meet your new Youth Leadership Team! 
 
 Catherine Bates, Noank Baptist Church 
 Heather Galouzis, Noank Baptist Church 
 Holly Boyle, Poquonnock Baptist Church 
 Heather Lemire, Union Baptist Church 
 Lynda Currie, Union Baptist Church 
 Eli Morton, Union Baptist Church 
 
The team will be meeting over the next few weeks to finalize a schedule of events for this fall.  If 
you have questions about the program, these leaders will be your “go-to’s” in your congregation.  I 
am also always available by phone, text or email. 
 
Mystic Outdoor Art Festival Fundraiser 
Union Baptist Church hosted a fundraiser to park cars over the Art Festival weekend and raised 
$2,378.  Those funds will be dedicated to the Co-Op Youth Program and will greatly expand what 
we are able to do this year. 
 
Mystic Eats Volunteering 
Every month, the Co-Op Program will be participating in volunteer activities to engage with our 
local community.  This is a VERY important part of what we will be doing this year and I  
encourage all of our youth to get involved.   
 
Our first opportunity will be volunteering in the Mystic Eats Festival in downtown Mystic,  
September 8-10 to do face painting and temporary tattoos for kids free of charge.  You do not 
need to be artistic to participate!  The designs are easy and the tattoos are even easier.  A sign-up 
sheet has been emailed out, so please sign up!  Also, feel free to call or email me to sign up. 
 
UBC’s CommUNITY Fair 
Union Baptist Church will be hosting a new event this year that is geared towards fun activities for 
families as a new way to interact with the community.  The event will take place September 16 
from 12-4 pm.  We hope you can join us!  Also, volunteering opportunities are available.  Please let 
me know if you are interested in helping out. 
 

Stay tuned for more information about our schedule of  events for the fall! 
 

     Courtney Assad 

     Director of Co-Op Youth Events 
     860-389-3904 
     Email:  coopdirector@gmail.com 
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Habitat for Humanity, 235 Yetter Road Project 
 

This project involves three churches, Poquonnock Bridge Baptist, Union Baptist and Noank  
Baptist.  We will be cleaning and renovating the house and grounds.  Work days are each  
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday from 8:30 to 2:30.  We are ready for some demolition and 
building on this project and will continue until the home is done, which will likely be in late winter/
early spring.   
     If you are interested in helping, you will need to sign up with Habitat for Humanity (no one  
under the age of 18 can volunteer for this work day).   
     There is a 3-step process that each volunteer must do to get ready to volunteer:  1) Training;  
2) Waiver; 3) Sign-Up.  To sign up online go to www.habitatect.org, click the volunteer UP link at 
the top right side of the screen and follow instructions.  This only needs to be done once, so those 
who have done it in the past are all set.   
     If you need additional information, please contact Amanda Shanks at 860-442-7890 x 201 or 
Pastor Hayes. 

Bible Study at MRHC 
The Bible Study Group will meet each Wednesday morning @ 10 am at 
the Mystic River Home Congregate.  This is a great opportunity to share 
faith and encouragement with one another with plenty of opportunities to 

raise questions and to be inspired as we read God’s word together.  All members of the NBC  
congregation are welcome – this Bible Study Group is not only for people at the Congregate, but 
for everyone! 

The Installation Service For  

The Rev. Dr. Lonnie A. Brown 
As Senior Pastor of  

Union Baptist Church  

 

Will be held at 

Union Baptist Church, Mystic 

On Sunday, October 22, 2017 

3:00 pm 

 

All Are Welcome 

Blessing of the Animals 
October 1— 2:00 p.m. 

In the NBC Memorial Garden 

Pets and People Parents are welcome 

http://www.habitatect.org
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Senior Choir 

 

The Senior Choir will begin its new year on Thursday, September 7 @ 7:15 
pm in the Choir Room.  New members are welcome and veteran members 
are encouraged to return.  Erin Wyman is our music director and  
accompanist and Rick Wyman is our choir director.  If you are interested in 
joining our Senior Choir, contact Erin at erinwyman@sbcglobal.net or  
860-287-1666. 

Youth Choir 
 
The Youth Choir will begin its new year on Sunday, September 10 @ 
11:15 am in the Youth Choir Room.  We hope to see new faces this year.  
We will have new ideas, new friends, new music and perhaps some  
surprises.  If you are a student in grades 3 to 12 and like to sing, we are looking forward to seeing 
you.  Our choir rehearsals are each Sunday after worship and we sing in church every other Sunday.  
Erin Wyman is our choir director. 

Nursery School News 
 
Hopefully, everyone has had a restful summer and ready to jump into a 
new school year of fun and learning.  Tina Ellis and Gen Kueter will be 
returning for the 2017-1028 school year and an exciting year it will be!! 
 
Classes will begin on Wednesday, September 13 @ 9:00 am with the 

parent orientation on Tuesday, September 12 @ 7:00 pm in the nursery school room.  This is a 
great opportunity for parents to tour the classroom, get information on curriculum and ask any last  
minute questions of the teachers.  At this time, we have a “full house” which will be a lot of fun for 
all!!! 

PFLAG SEPTEMBER MEETING 

Monday, September 11, 2017 
 
The September meeting will be PFLAG’s annual picnic 
and will be held on September 11 at the home of Jim 
and Nancy Pratt, 15 Church Street, Noank.  The picnic 
will begin at 6:00 pm.  Hot dogs and hamburgers will be  

provided.  Please bring a side dish to share with everyone and enjoy the  
supportive company. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj3mZiZj-vVAhUI6oMKHdquCjsQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.123rf.com%2Fphoto_14760605_backyard-bbq-grill-party.html&psig=AFQjCNHWiO6mKidwzSgPW9e372B3Ni2WYw&ust=150350
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...Discipleship:  Come, Follow Me (Mark 1:17) 

 

     This offering will benefit both the International Ministries of 
American Baptist Churches (IM) and the Bridges of Hope Offering 
for the Alliance of Baptists.  Our church is a part of, and supports, both 

of these organizations.  We divide the proceeds from the offering between the two mission  
agencies.  Envelopes for this offering will be attached to the October newsletter. 
     IM provides holistic discipleship through the work of our global servants and partners  
worldwide.  It is our mission to follow Jesus just as the disciples did more than 2,000 year ago.  
This year, we are highlighting our ministries in the areas of Conflict Transformation, Abolishing 
Slavery and Economic and Community Development.  Thanks to your partnership, together we 
are mobilizing local communities, in the name of Jesus Christ, to lighten the burden of poverty, 
encourage peaceful ways to live in diverse cultural contexts and offer hope and dignity to the  
marginalized. 
     When you see something happening in the world that concerns or disturbs you, many times 
God already has people in the setting doing something and many times IM has been a participant 
in that transformative work.  By giving through the world Mission Offering, you can be seeding the 
good work that God is doing around the world. 
     The Bridges of Hope Offering goes to support the Alliance ministries, particularly the global 
partnerships.  The ministry partners are located in Mexico (Chiapas), El Salvador, Brazil, Duba, 
Palestine, Morocco, Kenya, Zimbabwe, Republic of Georgia, Ghana and throughout the U.S. and 
Canada.   

Mark your Calendars Now for  
Sunday, October 1 

 

World Communion Sunday 
A Special communion worship at 10:00 am where we 
bring food to the Table and share in the diversity of 

Christ’s global community! 

Church World Service Blankets 
Our church received a certificate for our contribution of over $600 to purchase 
blankets for those who are refugees or recovering from disasters.  In addition to 
blankets, school kits, hygiene kits, baby kits and cleanup buckets have been  
distributed to Honduras, Serbia, Syria, Nicaragua, Sierra Leone and the United 
States.  Total number of kits and blankets distributed in 2016 was 237,659!  We 
are part of a larger organization.  The motto of Church World Service is “Building a world with 
enough for all”. 

Habitat for Humanity 30th Anniversary Event 
Friday, September 29 @ 5:30 pm 

 
The 30th anniversary event will take place at Lake of Isles, in the Pequot Village Ballroom, 350 
Trolley Line Blvd., Mashantucket (Lake of Isles is across from the entrance to Grand Pequot Tower) 
 
There will be a Hors d’oeuvre social hour with cash bar, followed by a brief reception 
Reply required to attend.  Limited space is available.  Reply by September 15 to  
860-442-7890 ext. 202 or mission@habitatect.org. 
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Ricardo Mayol-Bracero Begins his Ministry in Guatemala 

Building the Intercontinental Christian Network for Peace (RedPaz) 
 
 

On one of these days we went to San Juan Sacatepéquez, and we heard the voices of 
the communities that make up that municipality, their sorrows and their hopes.  They told us that before 2007, 
the families lived quietly on their lands where they worked, planting flowers. However, that year stranger peo-
ple entered, cut their flowers and began cutting their trees and digging their mountains. Surprised, they went to 
the municipality to ask the mayor for what happening. He did not respond. 
     Faced with the non-response of the authorities, the communities chose to come together to analyze what 
was happening and to cast a vote for or against it in a community consultation.  Analyzing the situation, they 
realized that a cement and open pit mining company was entering their land with the intent to take away from 
them their mountains and lands. 
     The vote cast was 8,946 residents with a resounding NO to mining, aware that the cement company  
pollutes, takes away water and violates their rights.  Only 4 residents were in favor of this project.  The  
organized communities took the results of the consultation to the municipality, Congress and the Ministry of 
Energy and Mines.  To all these entities they said our word is clear, we rejected mining and asked for the  
withdrawal of the project.  They continued insisting on that, with marches and prayers, demanding that the 
consultation be heard. 
     What they received in response were incarcerations and arrest warrants, and the installation of military 
camps in their territory.  Instead of addressing the claim, the cement platform was built, the company began to 
buy up properties and to construct a road to take away the cement.  Instead of listening to and responding to 
community demands, with bribes, the community leadership took the position of the company and betrayed 
their people. 
     Nonetheless, communities continued to struggle.  They filed their complaint with the UN Rapporteur on 
Indigenous Peoples.  He declared the community consultation official and called for the immediate withdrawal 
of the project.  Repression followed, harassment, assassinations, arrests, and provocations to organized  
communities.  However, they sowed trees to oppose the cutting of the forest and declared themselves guardian 
of the forest.  They left and raised their voice of denunciation in the capital.  Women rose and transgressed the 
police siege.  They marched for life, for the dignity of flowers and for water, and they invited us to listen to 
their pain and their hopes, they asked us to become their companions. 
     Behind these breaches there are very powerful interests. T his cement company, Cementos Progreso,  
belongs to the Novella family.  The Novella, related to the Castillo family, owners of Cervecería  
Centroamericana, are the great consortium of the powerful castes of Guatemala. 
     Communities invited the Christian Ecumenical Council of Guatemala, and it was accompanied by one of its 
members, the Conferencia de Religiosos y Religiosas de Guatemala (Conference of Clergy and Nuns of  
Guatemala) CONFREGUA and of Global Ministries and International Ministries, because I was present.  We 
heard them and told them, all of Guatemala is wounded.  What do you think if we came together to examine 
the extent of the siege of the territories?  We reiterate, the churches are with you in your pain, and we will be 
with you, light that illuminates darkness and salt that prevents corruption. We told them, here we are. 
     To you who read this, realizing that the situation is dangerous, we ask you to be vigilant.  Be guardians of 
your brothers and sisters of San Juan Sacatepéquez and of their companions.  Stop Cain from raising his  
murderous hand upon Abel; be a community that restrain violence and builds justice and dignity, sons and 
daughters of peace. 
     Ricardo sends his greetings to his beloved friends in Noank Baptist Church, who have supported 
him for many years.  In this new ministry, supported by ABCUSA, UCC Global Ministries, and 
churches like ours, his work for peace extends throughout Latin America in the ecumenical  
communities. 
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March Council News 
 
   The Council held their monthly meeting on Wednesday, July 5, 2017 with 
11 members present.  Pastor Hayes offered an opening prayer.  
   The revised minutes from the June meeting were approved with one  
correction.   
   There was discussion about an article discussing evolving changes in 
church giving, especially noting that Millennials are generally somewhat more 

generous givers but on a more spontaneous basis rather than as planned  
givers.  It also noted that there is a tendency for that generation to use more 
electronic money handling rather than by check or cash.  It was agreed that this 
is something that deserves more attention and consideration of how to  
accommodate various preferences.  Research into what other area churches are 
doing will be done.   
   The “Native Voices” Traveling Encampment brought by the Tree of Life  
Educational Fund of Old Lyme is planned for the 23rd of July starting at 6:30 
pm in the Memorial Garden. 
   Scholarship award letters are in the mail.  A newspaper article about Noah 
Straub’s golfing achievements was also shared. 
   Pastor Hayes’ written report was shared noting the start of early Sunday 
morning services and special music presentations during the regular church  
services.  The “CREDO: This I Believe” program will take a break for the  
summer and resume in the Fall. 

   On August 6 four of our youth, plus one or two adults, will be baptized in the Mystic River  
followed by a church picnic on the waterfront lawn of Chip and Mary Anderson.   
   Courtney Assad, the new director for the Co-Op Youth program, has started her new role.  She 
will spend the summer recruiting two adults from each church to serve as a leadership team to  
assist her in the program.  Some get-acquainted programs are being planned for the youth this 
summer with more consistent activities and events beginning in September. 
   Sue Robinson also provided a report on the many activities of the Children and Family Ministry 
noting 17 children are attending Camp Wightman this year and over 70 children are registered to 
attend Vacation Bible School with 29 adults and youth volunteering to help during that week.  
There is enthusiasm and great communication between NBC and UBC in this joint venture.   
Summer Friendship Gatherings are also covered with an average of 6 to 7 children typically  
attending. 
   Staff interviews and reviews are underway and going well. 
   Finance reports a healthy balance in the checking account with investment accounts doing well.  
Operating Expenses are below budget but so is Operating Income, which is typical for this time of 
year. 
   Property managers remain very busy with arranging repairs to the primary classrooms and  
Kitchen, as well as investigating options for roofing and steeple repairs.   
   Work on the Habitat House on Yetter Road is underway.  
   Planning for the Holiday Bazaar is ramping up. 
   Finance reported there were no major or unexpected expenses during the month of May, so the 
budget continues on target.  
   The lease with Church Street House will be renewed in August.  A new lease with Main Street 
House is expected to be signed very soon. 
   There was no Council meeting in August. 
 
    Respectfully Submitted 

    Bonnie Banks 

    Church Council Clerk 

Council Members 
Moderator:  Charles Anderson 
Clerk:  Bonnie Banks 
Treasurer:  Jane Templeton 
Asst Treas:  Debbie Bates 
Finance:        Nancy Gilmore 
                      Carol Spunar 
Property:        Adrian Johnson 
                  Jonathan Lane 
Spiritual Life: Valerie King 
   Mary Harris 
Comm Life: Betsey Goetsch 
 Steve Gordon 
Staff Relations:Jennifer Johnson 
At Large: Nora Andrews 
 Katy Nelsen 
 Oliver Porter 
 Heather Galouzis 
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Our Shoreline Community Association 
P. O. Box 287  

West Mystic, CT 06388-0287 

(860) 271-1681     OSCAforSeniors@gmail.com 

 
www.OurShorelineCommunity.com has a new look! 

 
The OSCA website has a new look!  We are delighted with our new, fresh and welcoming site.  The 
site is still www.OurShorelineCommunity.com and we invite you to check it out!  It features an  
up-to-date calendar of events, as well as an archive of OSCA newsletters.  One very exciting new 
feature is that OSCA directory of services is now available, for members only, to access online 
through the site. 
 
OCCA thanks SoMa Boutique Marketing in Waterford for their time and patience helping us  
develop and design just the right look for our message! 

Credo: This I Believe 

 
This monthly gathering of listening to and discussing the recorded essays of various individuals 
broadcast originally on National Public Radio will resume on October 8 at 7 pm in the Church 
Parlor.  This is an opportunity to hear from interesting people, well-known and unknown, about 
their perspectives on life and what they believe is true and meaningful.   It provokes the  
conversation where we listen to one another and learn how we are alike or differ on a wide variety 
of topics.  Everyone is welcome to come every month or only on occasion.  


