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NBC Anchor      
Newsletter of the Noank Baptist Church, Noank CT 

860.536.7129      www.noankbaptistchurch.org 

SEPTEMBER 2016 

HOMECOMING SUNDAY 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2016 

The fall Programs and Sunday School Begins! 

 
     The summer is over!  The schools are open and life returns to “normal” in  
Noank.  Morning worship for all ages begins at 10:00 am, with the children and 
youth breaking midway through for Sunday School.  Our Sunday School program begins on  
September 11.  We have an exciting year planned with crafts, music and activities designed to fill 
your child’s life with the love of God.  Join your friends and bring along new ones to be a part of 
our beloved community in Christ!      

Jazz Sunday 
September 18 

 

On Sunday, September 18, our sanctuary will be filled with the upbeat 
sounds of Dixieland Jazz at the 10:00 am worship service.  Mark McCor-
mick and friends from the area will be back to lift our spirits with the  
toe-tapping sounds!  Invite your family and friends to this special event. 

ABCCONN Presents: 
Ambassadors of Grace 

September 24, 2016 
First Baptist Church, 460 Broad St., Meriden 

8:30 am—2:30 pm 
A day of workshops, worship, fellowship and celebration as we consider God’s call to us to be 
“Ambassadors of Grace” to our world in need.  Cost:  $12 per person which  
includes lunch and program.  To register for this event, go to www.abcconn.org.   
 
Workshops:  (1) MISSIONS—”A Vision for the 21st Century Church”; 
                      2) STEWARDSHIP—A “Call to Generosity”;  
                     (3) EVANGELISM—God’s Great Commission”;  
                     (4) UNITY—”AT-ONE-MENT”;  
                     (5) PRAYER—The Practice of Prayer. 
 
 

4:00 pm—6:00 pm 
A reception of Thanksgiving and Praise to 

Rev. Dr. Judy Albee 
Upon her retirement as Executive Minister of ABCCONN  

RSVP to ABCONN @ 860-521-5421 
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     Recently on Facebook, I came across a post that was refreshingly countercultural for these times.  It 
was about how to get along with people you don’t like.  I admit it caught my eye because I’m weary of 
all the snarky comments, nastiness, and mean-spiritedness which passes for American social discourse 
these days (especially online).  Besides, I can always use an attitude adjustment as well.   
     The suggestions were fairly straight-forward.  First, we’re told to express openness toward someone 
with whom we disagree.  Instead of confronting them defensively and preparing a verbal counterpunch 

(a common reaction), listen carefully and patiently to what is being said and ask questions to learn about their perspec-
tive.  Rather than rush to judgment over “right” or “wrong” beliefs, listen in order to empathize instead of criticize.  
Give the other the benefit of the doubt, or at least recognize that the issues that provoke rash anger in someone else 
most likely reside within them than with you.  Still, seeking to know what the other thinks and believes demonstrates 
respect and consideration, even when you disagree. 
     Simple enough.  How does one accomplish this when there is already animosity between parties?  By responding 
counterintuitively to aggression.  Take over the conversation by controlling your own reactions to provocation.  Re-
spond to and affirm that which is least provocative and is least likely to push your emotional buttons.  In other words, 
transform the spirit and flow of the dialogue instead of allowing it devolve into a series of attacks and counter-attacks.  
Will we be amiable or hostile?  It’s a choice each of us make interacting with others.  By not reacting to the provoca-
tions of your adversary (or sending out a few verbal missiles of your own), it’s possible to redirect the conversational 
flow toward something more substantive and constructive.  Self-discipline is critical for turning a screaming match into 
a reasonably mutually-respectful conversation.   
     Another effective way to counter hostility is to be gracious to the person and speak kindly about them to others.  
Normally, this is the exact opposite of what we do when we’re indignant or upset, so it requires some effort and wis-
dom.  Not only does acting kind and considerate tamp down the fires of disagreement, it also helps to transform one’s 
own emotions and perspective from a stance of stubborn (if not righteous) indignation toward receptivity and reconcil-
iation.  Psychologically, when you can make a distinction between a topic of disagreement and the person, it is easier 
to humanize another and not reduce them to a negative caricature.  Demonizing the enemy has always been an instru-
ment of war; humanizing them is an act of civility and decency.  Empathy is possible when we can identify parts of their 
persona that we can appreciate and understand, if not embrace.  Antipathy is fostered when we reduce anyone to a 
mere opinion or belief.  Being kind and considerate, though at times risky, is the most effective and efficient way to 
reduce hostility between people. 
     This Facebook post offers some useful advice.  Yet, the point is really not much different than a biblical passage like 
Romans 12:9-21, which does the same and includes the seemingly strange admonition to do good to others, even 
when they harm you.  “…[I]f your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink, for 
by doing this you will heap burning coals upon their heads.”  On the surface, this latter comment sounds more like re-
taliation than reconciliation, but it actually means that your good deeds will transform your enemies by giving them no 
reason to do evil to you.  Burning coals were used to purify that which is corrupt and polluted (cf. Isaiah 6:5-6; Proverbs 
25:21-22).  Your goodness will shame an enemy’s malice and undermine justification for further attacks.  Refusing to 
return harm with harm makes it harder to warrant a fight.   
      Or if you prefer, another passage from Philippians 4 offers similar sage advice: “…whatever is true, whatever is hon-
orable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence 
and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.”  Focusing on that which is good (or has potential for 
good) can immediately reinvent a relationship from rancor into something more redemptive and restorative.  As Doro-
thy Day so poignantly stated: “Your love for God is only as great as the love you have for the person you love the least.” 
      The truth is, if we want civility in society, we have to live into it in concrete ways.  Merely wishing for it will not bear 
fruit.  Acting as if respect and reconciliation are already in place help to make it become real.  Without hostile provoca-
tion and reaction, even the hardest and most fiery of relations can cool down to something much more civil and mutu-
ally beneficial. 
      The key to this, of course, is (as my piano teacher always said): practice, practice, practice!  Practicing peacefulness 
enables us to be more conscious of what it takes to offer respect and kindness and to control our own temper and re-
actions when we are attacked.  It not only allows us to experience the successes of being a peacemaker, but also to 
gain wisdom from when it doesn’t come easily.  Bullies only win when we give in to and reflect their belligerent ways, 
whereas counterintuitive kindness and grace undermines them.  And for us to end up with a few more people that we 
can like (even when we disagree) makes daily life a much more polite, pleasant, and peaceful experience for everyone. 
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News from around the Church Family 

   Our prayers and thoughts are with those who, over the summer, have had re-
cent surgery, been in the hospital, received treatment, in rehabilitative care, or are 
recuperating at home:  Gloria Sharpe, Gerry Jones, Melanie Hoult, Nancy 
Treadway, Paul Hayes, Gloria Marshall, Sally Starzec, Kent LaGasse,  
Daniel Porter, Joan Hart, Dianna and Cecil Miller, and Lori Lewis. 
We remember our former pastor, The Rev. Susan Lockwood Landis, who is 
recovering from arm surgery in Chillicothe, OH.   We also remember The Rev. 

C. Burtis Crooks, who has been hospitalized and is now recovering at home.   
While Pastor Hayes is recovering from surgery, The Rev. Valerie King will provide  

pastoral leadership and care.  Val is retired from the United Church of Stonington and is one of 
our Spiritual Life Coordinators at NBC. 

Congratulations to David Bates and Ellen Jefferys-White, who were married at Noank 
Baptist on July 16.  They met while in the Peace Corps in Africa and now live in Minneapolis.   
David is the son of Tim and Debbie Bates. 

On July 10, we hosted The Rev. Dr. Judy Allbee, Executive Minister of ABCCONN, 
who is retiring at the end of September.  We recognized her service to the ABCCONN family over 
her 11-year tenure with a gift certificate to S & P Oyster House in Mystic. 

The NBC Day Nursery School received the “Best of Groton” award in 2016 for their 
pre-school program.  The school has been a part of NBC’s ministry for over 50 years. Program  
directors, Vera Neuman & Tina Ellis, deserve credit for this year’s award.  Vera retired in the 
spring.  The new school year begins on September 14.  Gen Kueter will join Tina on the teaching 
staff. 

On a beautiful and warm Sunday, Heather Galouzis was baptized on July 24 in the Mystic 
River, followed by a relaxing and enjoyable picnic on the Anderson’s front yard!  Rick Wyman 
provided some music and Pastor Hayes did the honors.  May Heather and her family be blessed, 
as they have blessed our congregation! 

On that very same day, we hosted Jason Smith of the Alliance of Baptists, who visited  
Noank, along with his spouse, Myra, and her mother, Janice.  For these folk from Arkansas and 
Texas, the Connecticut shore seemed delightfully nice!  They hope to come again. 

In July, the Deacons of Noank Baptist responded to a call from Camp Wightman for  
donations to fund two weeks of camp for each of four foster children.  In their generosity, they 
made the fundraising easy by fulling funding the request with $3000! 

Thank you to the women of the Evening Circle, who donated the funds to purchase a new 
bench for the gardens and a new grill for use at church gatherings.  Both were needed items.  
Thanks! 

Please remember our homebound and those in rehab/nursing care: Ruth Hodgson 
(home), Mimi Avery (at home), Errol and Alicia Crossman (at home), Betty and Gene Brusto-
lon (at home), Ken Knobloch (at home), Betty Guhl (Fairview), Millie Jensen (Fairview), Gloria 
Sharpe (Apple, Mystic) and Cindy Booth (Sunny Lodge, New London). 

               Changes at the Church Street House 

In August, the Rodriguezes moved out of the Church Street House to a  
permanent home of their own in Hampton, CT.  In September, a new family 
with three boys will be coming to Noank.  The Church St. House provides 
transitional housing for homeless families who come through the Thames 
River Family Program.  Residents pay a rent based on their income and have 
up to five years to work with Thames River Family Program to find  
permanent housing.  We are delighted with the success of the Rodriguez 
family and look forward to this new chapter to help people find adequate shelter.  Kate Straub is the 
church liaison with TRFP.  
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Children and Family Ministries 
Lighthouse Cove and Church School 2016-2017 

 
    Lighthouse Cove will resume on September 11.  Homecoming Sunday is always 
exciting, seeing old friends and making some new friends also.  We will begin  
worship as usual and then dismiss the children to the Vestry for group sharing and 
singing before they go to their appropriate age level Sunday School class.  However, 
the nursery/pre-school room is available at the beginning of worship. 
    Registration forms will be available that day or can be downloaded on the church 
website for your convenience at www.noankbaptistchurch.org.  It is important that 
we have updated registration forms each year. 
    We have a staff of dedicated volunteer Sunday School teachers ready to show your children 
God’s amazing love for us and teach the stories of Jesus as they begin their journey of growing in 
faith and what it means to be part of a Christian community. 
 
Nursery/Pre-school (downstairs):  Dorothy Reas, new teacher TBD 
Primary Grades (downstairs):  Catherine Bates, Kelly Gordon Taylor 
Intermediate Grades (downstairs):  Shawn Thorp, Shannon Weigle 
Middle School:  Tim Bates 
High School:  Marti Bradshaw 
 
   If you have any questions, ideas for our church programs, concerns, or just want to talk about 
family life, please feel free to give Sue Robinson a call at 860-536-7129. 

SCHOOL KITS FOR CHURCH WORLD SERVICE 
 
This summer in the Friendship Gathering time, the children learned about 
some of the African countries and how if the children were able to attend 
school, they needed basic school supplies like pencils, paper, scissors, crayons, 
etc.  So the children drew pictures of the needed supplies, cut them out and put 
them on a poster.  We are asking members of the congregation to choose one 
or two items of the following supplies to bring to church during the month of 

September.  We also need volunteers to cut out and sew individual tote bags for the children who 
are receiving the supplies (materials and directions will be supplied.)  Church World Service is very 
particular regarding the supplies so please note the specific requirements. 
 
  One pair of rounded scissors 
  Three 70 count bound or spiral notebooks totaling 200 – 210 pages 
  One 12” ruler 
  One hand held pencil sharpener 
  One large eraser 
  Six new pencils 
  One box of 24 crayons 
 
The poster and a box for the school supplies will be available in the Narthex during September.  
Any questions, contact: Marge Murdock, or Sue Robinson. 
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Vacation Bible School 2016 
“God is with me and will watch over me wherever I go” 

(Genesis 28:15) 
 

What happens when Noank Baptist Church and Union Baptist Church come together to co-host Vacation Bible 
School?  Communication begins, cooperation continues, friendships grow and sharing of gifts, time, energy and 
God’s love bring children together to discover that God is with them wherever they go!  Deep Sea Discovery was a 
huge success with 78 children and nearly 30 adult and youth volunteers enjoying the activities.  A picture says a 
thousand words……… 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our dedicated volunteers:  Brooke Knobloch our talented Music  
Director who has given her all to VBS over several years; assistant music directors Jamal Neal & Jane Coates who 
also took on the role of leaders for our new Middle School Group.  April Sauchuk designed and transformed the 
sanctuary into the Deep Sea, and all our station leaders, assistants, and youth:  Marti Bradshaw, Kristen O’Brien, 
Pat Pia, Lori Cruz, Shannon Weigle, Betsy Murphy, Dorothy Reas, Ann Axtell, James Larson, Katy Nelsen,  
Christine Race, Shawn Thorp, Sandi Wallace, Emma Neff, Kelly Gordon Taylor, Sarah Arriaga, Maddy Ellis, Ariah 
Ruggeri, John Murphy, Gavin Murphy, Erin Murphy, Michaela Ellis, Eli Morton, Ann Sergiy, Penny Sutter, Warren 
Axtell, Jack Race and special mention to Ed & Kim Johnson, Gloria Marshall and Frank Lewis. 

Summer Nursery & Friendship Gatherings 
A big thank you to our summer Nursery & Friendship Gathering volunteers:  Catherine Bates, Marge Murdock, 
Mary Brodhead, Val King, Nora Andrews, Marti Bradshaw and Heather Galouzis. 
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O What Fun Was Had This Year!!!! 
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Children & Youth Sunday we 
offered a slideshow with Co-Oppers 
interviews sharing their favorite 
events over the past year! 

Bike to Bluff Point Some of us 
walked, some biked, to ALL meet 
at Bluff Point, to hike to a cliff pic-

nic area prior to traipsing to I-
Scream!!  

THE First Baptist Church & 

Roger Williams Zoo We enjoyed the coolest 
tour offered by a guide thru the FIRST Baptist Church. We 
also visited the ‘Republic’ House (named before RI became a 
State, before the Constitution!), Roger William’s home & R 
Wllms’ museum prior to our church 
lawn picnic, then to the ZOO where 
we checked out all the animals & 

tested just to see how far we could JUMP ac-
cording to the animal kingdom! What FUN!!! 

Car Wash at Noank Fire House BIG HUG to helper Ron Land! Together 
we washed, towel dried outsides & vacuumed insides like crazy for 4 hours on a 
very hot July day! We FUN-raised to prorate our Co-Op overnight costs and 
exhibit entry fees! 

What’s Next? Fri Sept 9 Beach Bash 5:30-8:30pm at Kristen & 

George’s home. Let’s kick off this school year at the beach by playing volley 
ball, BAD-minton (we often miss hitting the birdie), hang out in the hot tub, 
share a meal, & good conversation!!! Bring a friend, your bathing suit, some-
thing for the grill (like a hamburger) & a dish to share (like watermelon slices)!  

Mon Sept 26 is 50 Questions 3-5pm Join us to talk about our new school 
year, “stuff in the news”, or simply chat & snack a lil’. Kristen will pick up 

youth groupers at schools, as needed!      Lookin’ Way Ahead!?! 

Heifer Internt’l Global Harvest Festival: Sun Oct 2 from 11-5:30      Camp Wightman Workday: date???         C.R.O.P. 
Walk with PBBC: Sun Oct 16       Amazing Maze, PBBC overnight, & Clyde’s Cider Mill: Fri Oct 28 - Sat 29  Grab a 
friend to join us!!! 

The junior choir 
on Children & 
Family Sunday 

(R & Lo) Ava jumped as far as a 
Rabbit, Carly a Flea, Jack caught-
mid-air & Ian was so quick - I missed 

Co-Op Car Wash @ Noank Fire 

WOW- There we are! 

(L) Bike, Hike, 
& a bluff pic-
nic. (Lo) 1st 
First Baptist 
Church BIG 
pulpit! 
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Senior Choir 
The Senior Choir will begin its new year on Thursday, September 8 @ 7:15 
pm in the Choir Room.  New Members are welcome and veteran members 
are encouraged to return.  Erin Wyman is our music director and  
accompanist and Rick Wyman is our choir director.  If you are interested in 
joining our Senior Choir, contact Erin at erinwyman@sbcglobal.net. or 

                                 860-287-1666. 

Youth Choir 
 
The Youth Choir will begin its new year on Sunday, September 11 @ 
11:15 am in the Youth Choir Room.  We hope to see new faces this 
year.  We will have new ideas, new friends, new music and perhaps some  
surprises.  If you are a student in grades 3 to 12 and like to sing, we are 
looking forward to seeing you.  Our choir rehearsals are each Sunday after 
worship and we sing in church every other Sunday.  Erin Wyman is our 
choir director. 

This year will be our 71st Holiday Bazaar & Silent Auction and will be held  
November 19 from 9 am to 3pm.  This community building fundraiser is so very 
important to all, that we need your help in your own special way! 
 
Today – Would you help to: 
 Collect unwanted jewelry—costume, antique or new 
 Find fine gifts from your world – precious, unique, or something you would love to share 
 Offer Christmas decorations - precious to a new owner 
 Consider Silent Auction - items of interest, intrigue or imagination 
 
On Going – We need your support & input: 

 Appreciate jars - jam, pickle & jelly 

 Adore handmade items – crafts, knitted, decorative & crocheted 
 
Timing 
At any time, you may leave your donations in the outer office with a note attached stating “Holiday 
Bazaar”.  We greatly appreciate all donations – but those donations made sooner (rather than the 
week of the Bazaar) offer grace in our preparations!  When you make your donation, if you so  
request, we will be glad to provide a tax letter.   
 

Thank you for your ardent support – it means the success of our  
Holiday Bazaar & Silent Auction!  
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Groton Community Meals 
Announcing a NEW LOCATION & TIME! 

 
Serving food and friendship on MONDAYS every month as follows: 

1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th Mondays 
Groton Senior Center 

102 Newtown Road, Rte. 117, Groton 
3rd Monday 

Faith Lutheran Church 
625 Poquonnock Rd., Groton 

 
MEAL TIME at both locations:  6:00—7:00 pm 

 
     This program operates year-round.  However, we do NOT serve on any Monday (Federal)  
holiday or Mondays that the Groton Senior Center or Groton Public Schools are closed (or schools 
have an early dismissal) due to bad weather. 
     NOTE:  Transportation to the meal sites (by reservation only for Groton seniors 55 years+) is 
available via the Groton Senior Center van.  Please call 860-444-6785 for more information or to 
make a reservation.  A fee of $2 applies. 
 

ALL MEALS ARE FREE ANDEVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

Habitat for Humanity Volunteer Training 

“I will show you my faith by what I do”  James 2:18 
 

    Habitat for Humanity requires all volunteers to attend a one-time “Foundations of Habitat” 
training and orientation session prior to volunteering.  This one-hour session provides an overview 
of Habitat for Humanity, the work done locally, volunteer opportunities, safety training, as well as 
how to sign up to volunteer. 

Two training opportunities have been scheduled in September 
    September 14 at 5:00 pm at Union Baptist Church and September 28 at 4:00 pm at Poquonnock 
Bridge Baptist Church.  Refreshments will be provided. 
    Please come to learn more about this opportunity for us as a united group to build a home,  
support a community and bring hope to a family!  For more information, contact Susan Morton at 
860-949-45441 or emorton23@comcast.net 

Habitat for Humanity Tour, Sept. 1 @ 4:00 pm 

 
    Habitat for Humanity of Eastern Connecticut, together with Noank Baptist Church,  
Poquonnock Bridge Baptist Church and Union Baptist Church, have partnered together to ready a 
house for ownership.  This is an exciting opportunity because it is the first property that Habitat 
has ever had in the Mystic area. 
    Come join us for a tour of the house, which is located at 235 Yetter Road, Mystic.  Amanda 
Shanks from Habitat will be the tour guide.  She will explain how the organization was able to  
obtain this property and what needs to be done to get it ready for a new family to own.  She will 
also talk about the many ways that we can get involved in the project without having to do any 
manual labor on the property.   
    Please contact Susan Morton at emorton23@comcast.net or 860-949-4441 if you have any  
questions. 

mailto:emorton23@comcast.net
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Celebrate New Life In Christ “on Earth as in Heaven” 
                                                                                                                    Matthew 6:10, NABRE 

The World Mission Offering (WMO) will benefit both the  
International Ministries of American Baptist Churches (IM) and the 
Bridges of Hope Offering for the Alliance of Baptists.  Our church 
is a part of, and supports, both of these organizations.  We divide 
the proceeds from the offering between the two mission agencies.  

Envelopes for this offering will be attached to the October newsletter and will also be  
available in the pew racks 
    A great and surprising spiritual awakening is happening in Baptist churches in Cuba right now!  
Since 1990, the number of churches in Cuba has grown by 450%.  The number of baptisms has 
risen by over 500%.  And the number of prayer groups and total church memberships have 
climbed in equally high numbers.  Perhaps the best news of all is that Cuba’s spiritual awakening is 
but one of many thriving ministries run by IM partners and more than 1,800 long and short term 
global workers in more than 70 countries around the world. 
     The Bridge of Hope Offering goes to support the Alliance ministries, particularly the global 
partnerships.  The ministry partners are located in Mexico (Chiapas), El Salvador, Brazil, Duba, 
Palestine, Morocco, Kenya, Zimbabwe, Republic of Georgia, Ghana and throughout the U.S. and 
Canada. 

Mark your Calendars Now For Sunday, October 2 
 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

 
A special communion worship at 10:00 am where we bring food to 
the Table and share in the diversity of Christ’s global community 

 
3 p.m.  Blessing of the Animals   NBC Memorial Garden 

In the tradition of St. Francis, bring your pets to be blessed 

Camp Wightman 

 
Celebrating 60 years of  
life-changing ministry 

October 8-9, 2016 
 

 

Let us welcome you home! 

 
Family Day at Camp includes camptivities for all ages: 

Hiking, boating, crafts, outdoor cooking, campfire, dance and more! 
 

                                    Help build a CW Timeline, attend the  
Rededication Service and 

Take part in a CW Scavenger Hunt! 
Weekend lodging/meal packages available 

 
Register online at 

www.CampWightman.org  
or call 860-376-2179 
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July/August Council News 
Bonnie Banks, Clerk 

   The Council held their monthly meetings on Wednesday, July 6 and August 3 
with 14 and 13 members present respectively.  Pastor Paul Hayes offered an  

opening prayer at each meeting.  The minutes from the previous meetings 
were approved.   
   The church calendar updates were reviewed.  Homecoming Sunday, the 
traditional start of the new year for church activities, will be on September 
11 with Jazz Sunday scheduled for September 18.  The council decided not 
to pursue sponsoring a Tree of Life presentation regarding Palestine this 
fall but will encourage support of the presentations in Old Lyme. 
   Pastor Hayes briefly reviewed some of the many activities he has been 
involved with during this time, including the passing of Wendy’s father and 
his memorial service; celebrating 60 years since the ordination of Frank 
Murdock; welcoming of the Rev. Dr. Judy Albee on her impending retire-
ment as Executive Minister of ABCCONN, and the Rev. Jason Smith, 
from the Alliance of Baptists; celebration of Heather Galouzis’ baptism 
down in the Mystic River, followed by the church picnic on the lawn of the 
Anderson’s; celebrating the marriage of David Bates and Ellen Jefferys-
White.  Pastor Hayes will be taking some much deserved vacation time and 
will also be out for a couple of weeks at the end of August for eye surgery.  

Coverage for the Sundays that he is out has been secured.  He also circulated the “Guidelines for 
Preparing the Sanctuary for Worship” in the event those covering are not fully aware of the re-
quirements, like how to turn on the speakers. 
   An opportunity to participate in sponsoring a Habitat for Humanity house “refurbish” on Yetter 
Road along with Union and Poquonnock Bridge Baptist Churches has been offered and considera-
tion is being given as to whether there are enough people willing to help to commit to participate. 
   Finance reported that expenses to date have been within budget with donations somewhat lower 
than budgeted but still higher than usual for this time of year.  Major maintenance expenses have 
been above budget but there remains money available designated for major maintenance and more 
can be transferred from Merrill Lynch if necessary.  
   A task force is working on development of a process for management of the Brodhead  
Scholarship Fund. 
   The Property Coordinators reported on significant progress in the replacement of some windows 
and resolution of the leak issues.  The areas will continue to be monitored to assure the leaks have 
been stopped, but a significant rain with easterly winds is needed to confirm no further issues  
before moving forward with inside repairs.  The parking lot has been patched, resealed and striped, 
adding another handicapped space in the process.  Some further paving is required at the end of 
the driveway.   
   Main Street House has paid rent through the end of the year even though the former program 
has ended, as Noank Community Services is working on some grants with the hope of getting  
another program to be run with the house.   
   The family living in Church Street House will be leaving in early August, having secured long-
term housing.  Once they have moved out, cleaning and some touch-up painting may need to be 
done before another family moves in.  The Thames River Family Program will identify another 
family to move in as soon as possible. 
   There are over 70 children registered for the Vacation Bible School week co-hosted by Union 
Baptist Church.  This cooperation has been a blessing with over 25 adult volunteers and an  
opportunity to build new relationships and sharing of a broad range of gifts.   
   The Summer Friendship Gatherings will end August 7th due to lack of adult volunteers.  The Fall 
Sunday school teachers and curriculum are in place and two new families have registered their  
children already. 

Continued on next page 

Council Members 
Moderator:  Charles Anderson 
Clerk:  Bonnie Banks 
Treasurer:  Jane Templeton 
Asst Treas:  Debbie Bates 
Finance:        Nancy Gilmore 
                      Carol Spunar 
Property:        Adrian Johnson 
                  Jonathan Lane 
Spiritual Life: Valerie King 
   Mary Harris 
Comm Life: Betsey Goetsch 
 Steve Gordon 
Staff Relations: Open 
At Large: Nora Andrews 
 Trux Brodhead 
 Katy Nelsen 
 Jennifer Johnson Wilbur 
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Our Shoreline Community Association 
P. O. Box 287  

West Mystic, CT 06388-0287 

(860) 271-1681     OSCAforSeniors@gmail.com 

 

Interested in Volunteer Opportunities at OSCA? 
 

     The success of Our Shoreline Community Association (OSCA) depends on the active  
involvement of the local residents who want to help create and maintain this exciting grassroots 
organization.   
     We currently have a 10 member all volunteer board of directors working on a wide variety tasks, 
including planning services and activities.  We are still seeking volunteers for a number of critical 
tasks.  Please tell us if you or another member of your household can help in any of the following 
areas: 
 
Transportation: Drive OSCA members to the grocery store and medical appointments 
Helping Hands Team:  Help with simple in-home “handyman” projects (e.g. changing hard to 
reach light bulbs, smoke detector batteries, etc.) 
Community Outreach:  Identify groups/clubs willing to host a presentation by an OSCA  
representative.  
Fundraising:  Help develop a fundraising plan; identifying individual, corporate, and foundation 
donors; researching foundation support; grant writing; soliciting donations 
Writers: Interview OSCA members and write their personal stories 
Vendor Identification: Gather information on community resources/service providers; create a 
preferred vendor list; and negotiate discounts 
Marketing and Communications: Promote OSCA to potential members and volunteers 
www.ourshorelinecommunity.org: Update and maintain OSCA’s website 
 
For a volunteer application or additional information, please  
contact Stephanie Panagos, OSCA Coordinator at  
(860) 271-1681 or email to OSCAforSeniors@gmail.com. 
 
     Respectfully Submitted 

     Stephanie Panagos 

   Progress is being made on plans for the November 19 holiday bazaar.  A few more co-chairs are 
needed, including publicity.  Contact Betsey Goetsch if you can help out in any way. 
   As approved by vote at the July 27 summer business meeting, the deacons provided funding for 
some foster children to attend two more weeks at Camp Wightman.  There were 19 children and 
youth affiliated with Noank Baptist Church who attended Camp Wightman this year.  Thanks to 
Maddie and Lizzy Lewis, care packages were delivered to all of the NBC campers. 
   The next Council meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 7, 2016 at 7 PM.  All are wel-
come to attend.   

Full council meeting minutes are available upon request. 

        Respectfully submitted 

     Bonnie Banks 


